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PRIYARANJAN SWAIN, OP

he Capital city of
Odisha, is home to sev-
eral historical monu-
ments. It is well-known
for Hindu, Buddhist
and Jain heritage sites. There are
also legends which describe
Bhubaneswar’s tryst with the
Pandavas of Mahabharat era.
Asper the legend, the Pandavas
and their queen Draupadi had
spent a few days in five laterite
stone caves located at Badagada Brit
Colony of modern-day
Bhubaneswar; during their 12 years
of exile.
} “It is believed that the Pandavas
had taken shelter in these caves
around 5,000 years ago. They were
offering prayers before Bhimeshwar
Mahadev after taking bath in the
Bhimkund tank. Even today, one can
find a Shivling and stone idols of
the Pandava brothers in one of the
five caves. An ancient well is also
there,” said Mantu Jena, a local.

The surroundings of these an-
cient caves were covered with thick
forests till 1950s. The state gov-
ernment came to know about these
caves around 60 years ago.

The Archaeology department
of the state government took con-
trol over the site in 1970s.
Subsequently, the government
tried to preserve the caves by con-
structing concrete pillars and roofs,
Jena added.

“We have heard that these caves
had been connected with the twin
hills of Khandagiri and Udayagiri
with a tunnel. The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) should carry
out a detailed research on this site
to unravel new dimensions,” said
Debashish Patnaik, alocal youth.

According to the locals, some
development works, including the
construction of a boundary wall,
were carried out at the site in 1999.
Subsequently, the floors and walls
of one of these caves were reno-
vated with marble sheets.

“One of the five caves has been
developed as a temple. Lord Shiva
is being worshiped in this cave.

Ancient cave on
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= ne of the five caves has been developed as a temple.
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A Lord Shiva is being worshiped in this cave.
“% Many people visit this cave to offer prayers

University.

As per the legend, the Pandavas and their queen Draupadi had
spent a few days in five laterite stone caves located at
Badagada Brit Colony of modern-day Bhubaneswar,

-+ Many people visit this cave to
offer prayers. Shivratri and  that the Archaeology department
other festivals are organised  is yet to develop the remaining
« here with the cooperation  four caves and take steps to at-
w : of the locals,”
- Priyabrata Nayak, another

local youth who is pursuing  caves are lying in utter neglect.
his higher studies in Utkal
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A few locals, meanwhile, alleged

said tract visitors to the site.
They claimed that four of the five

“We do not think the depart-

funds to develop these caves. They
ment requires huge amount of  should at least undertake some

cleanliness work at the site,” said
alocal, on condition of anonymity:

Locals hope that further excavation at the site may
lead to findings of many other caves which may shed
light into its antiquity and its extinct occupants

BHIKARI GOUD, OP

PALAM: Odisha, which is known
for its incredible tourism destina-
tions, attracts visitors from across
the state and outside throughout the
year. One such scenic place of his-
torical significance has been dis-
covered on the bank of Sandul
river in Bhimkela panchayat under
Narla block of Kalahandi district
recently.

There is massive rocky floor on
the river bank and to its east exists
asmall opening of the cave. Locals
said a sage used to live in the cave
in the past but he abandoned it
later. The intriguing cave has raised
the curiosity among the locals.

Now, Jaylal Majhi, a resident of
Gudvela block of Bolangir district,
is staying near the cave.

Majhi said, “There is descrip-
tion of a cave here in the palm leaf
scrolls written decades ago by late
poet Daitari Majhi, a resident of
Bagpur under Narla block. Daitari
was the forefather of his friend

late Thabir Majhi. Thabir had told
us that there are 18 caves beneath
the massive rock floor, a Shivling
and a water tank.”

An anxious Jaylal Majhi with
help of people from nearby
Bhimkela, Asuragad,
Kerandikhunti, Jekunpada and
Phalsapada started excavation on
the north and western sides of the
rocky floor following which a 20-ft
long new cave was discovered.

The place pulls curious crowds
every day. They hope that further
excavation at the site may lead to
findings of many other caves which
may shed light into its antiquity and
its extinct occupants.

Significantly; a delicately carved

Nhe

stone image of Lord Bishnu is at
Bhimkela village. The stone statue
is believed to be of Gupta and
Mauryan era. To the south of this
statue is historically famous
Asuragad fort, which is in ruins.

Meanwhile, citizens have de-
manded an archaeological exca-
vation of the area.
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Gallery, Secretariat: Oppn

Cong slams Centre for fuel price
hike, asks state to reduce VAT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 31:
Opposition BJP and Congress
Thursday asked the BJD govern-
ment to immediately withdraw re-
strictions on the entry of jour-
nalists into Lok Seva Bhavan (state
secretariat) and the Assembly
press gallery.

The issue was raised during the
Zero Hour in the Assembly by
Congress Legislature Party leader
Narasingha Mishra who came
down heavily on the government
for denying entry of journalists
to the Lok Seva
Bhaban, the high- —~
est administrative i
office of the state
and also to the
press gallery of the
Assembly.

The state gov-
ernment two years
ago imposed re-
strictions on jour-
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Bhubaneswar: The Opposition
Congress Thursday criticised the
BJP-led government at the Centre
over the soaring prices of petrol and
diesel, and urged the state gov-
ernment to reduce VAT on fuel to
ease people’s burden.

The issue was raised during the
Zero Hour in the Assembly by
Congress Legislature Party leader
Narasingha Mishra,
who said petrol
prices never reached
Rs 107 a litre in the
past. The Centre has
failed to regulate the
price of fuel, he rued.

Party MLA SS

tention to the mat-
ter and allow jour-

nalists in the wake nalists to enter the
of the Covid-19 Hous Lok Seva Bhawan as
pandemic outbreak soon as possible.

and the order still
continues even as the situation
has improved significantly.
“Media is the fourth pillar of
democracy. Why are journalists
being barred from entering the
Assembly Press Gallery and Lok
Seva Bhawan?” Mishra asked.
Stating this detrimental to
democracy, Mishra said the gov-
ernment should pay special at-
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Opposition BJP
Chief Whip Mohan Majhi de-
manded that journalists be allowed
to enter Assembly Press Gallery and
Lok Seva Bhawan to cover news as
soon as possible.

He said the Covid situation is
under control as the state is wit-
nessing a significant decline in
daily Covid-19 cases. The Centre
has also revoked the curbs that

Saluja noted that the state was
levying 28 per cent VAT on petrol
and 24 per cent on diesel.

He pointed out that the hike in
rate of petrol and diesel hasled to
pricerise of other essential items,
affecting common people.

He demanded that the state gov-
ernment waive tax on the petroleum
products.

Meanwhile, prices of petrol and
diesel increased again in Odisha
Thursday - the ninth such hike in
the last 10 days.

With the fresh hike, the prices of
petrol and diesel have touched Rs
108.82 and Rs 98.53 per litre re-
spectively in Bhubaneswar.

were imposed during the pan-
demic, said Majhi.

While journalists are invited to
political programmes, there is
no point in barring media persons
to the government programmes
and administrative buildings.
“What is the state government
trying to cover up by doing this?”
Majhi asked.

Senior Congress MLA Suresh
Routray also made similar demand
and said it was not justified to deny
journalists’ entry to Lok Deva
Bhavan and the Assembly Press
Gallery.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: The
Assembly passed the Odisha
Appropriation (Vote-On-Account)
Bill, 2022 on the last day of the
Budget Session Thursday allowing
the state government to spend Rs 1.06
lakh crore from its consolidated
fund during the first four months
of the 2022-23 financial year.

Replying to the debate in the
House, Finance Minister Niranjan
Pujari said Rs 1 lakh crore has
been allocated as programme ex-
penditure, Rs 89,620 crore as ad-
ministrative expenditure, Rs 3,210
crore as disaster response fund
and Rs 7,170 crore towards trans-
fers from the state to the local bod-
ies during 2022-23 fiscal.

Besides, Rs 10,000 crore has been
allocated for the Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs) and other
extra budgetary resources, which

‘ ‘ Provisions for the
ongoing schemes

can only be made on the
Vote-On-Account. That is
why no new scheme has
been announced in the
budget. However, new
schemes will be announced
during the presentation of
the full budget in the House

NIRANJAN PUJARI | FINANCE MINISTER

will help the government in en-
hancing its spending. The pro-
posed programme budget size for
2022-23 fiscal is 33 per cent higher
than that of 2021-22, said Pujari.
“Our dependence on Central

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

1/3rd of coastline faces
erosion: Centre in RS

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 31: About 33.6
per cent of the coastline is under
varying degree of erosion, an analy-
sis of the total 6,632 km-long Indian
coastline of the mainland from
1990 to 2018 has found, the Rajya
Sabha was informed Thursday.
The National Center for Coastal
Research (NCCR), an attached office
of the Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoES) has been monitoring the
shoreline erosion since 1990 using

CLASSIFIED

By virtue of an affidavit
before Notary;
Bhubaneswar I have
changed my name from
Tanjum Taranum Nishan
to Tanjum Nishan for all
purpose.

By virtue of an affidavit
before Notary,
Bhubaneswar I have
changed my name from
Oume Salma to
Ummesalma Bohra for all
purpose.

remote sensing data and GIS map-
ping techniques.

On the western coast, Kerala
with 275.33 kms shoreline has lost
46.4 per cent to erosion while on the
eastern coast, West Bengal with
323.07 kms coastline, has lost
60.5 per cent to it.

The reasons for coastal erosions
include increase in frequency of
cyclones and sea level rise and an-
thropogenic activities such as con-
struction of harbours, beach min-
ing and building of dams, Union
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Earth Sciences Jitendra
Singh said in a written reply to a
question in the House.

There are 526 maps prepared for
the entire Indian coast for identi-
fyying areas vulnerable to coastal ero-
sion in 1:25000 scale along with 66
district maps, 10 state/UTs maps.
A Report on ‘National Assessment
of Shoreline Changes along Indian
Coast’ was released in July 2018
and shared with various Central and
state government agencies and
stakeholders for implementing
shore line protection measures.

The MoES had successfully
demonstrated innovative coastal
erosion mitigation measures at two
pilot locations Puducherry Beach
Restoration Project, Puducherry
and Kadalur Periya Kuppam,
Tamil Nadu.

In farewell s

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, March 31: Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) MP Prasanna Acharya
Thursday urged his fellow MPs,
who have been completing their
six-year term in the Rajya Sabha,
to introspect whether they have
discharged their duties to the sat-
isfaction of the countrymen.

BJD’s Prasanna Acharya, Sasmit
Patra and Bhaskar Rao will be re-
tiring from the Rajya Sabha July
1

Delivering his farewell speech in
the Upper House, Acharya said as
he is retiring after six years, it has
been in his conscience that whether
he fulfilled the promises he had
given to the country and the oath
he had taken in this House. Acharya
urged other retiring MPs too
to introspect.

He said that Parliament is not just
amonument but a living witness
to great movements. He remem-
bered “historical moments like the
Bills relating to abrogation of
Article 370 in Kashmir”.

“Idon’t know whether this House
has taken the right decision or not;
it is the posterity which will decide,
it is the history which will decide
about the decisions of this House,”
Acharya said.

Emphasising the significance
of opposition in the democracy, he
said democracy cannot live with-
out the opposition.

“When the majority prevails,

The Odisha Assembly decorated with colourful lights on the eve of Utkal Diwas

Panel on Puri heritage corridor

transfers has come down with
state’s own revenue contributing
about 58 per cent to the total rev-
enue pool,” he said.

The estimated revenue surplus
would be 2.7 per cent of GSDP. The
estimated fiscal deficit would be 3
per cent of the GSDP. The capital
outlay in 2022-23 fiscal is Rs 40,011
crore, which is about 5.6 per cent
of the GSDP, he pointed out.

“Provisions for the ongoing
schemes can only be made on the
Vote-On-Account. That is why no
new scheme has been announced
in the budget. However, new
schemes will be announced during
the presentation of the full budget
in the House,” Pujari said.

The House was adjourned for an
indefinite period after the passage
of the Appropriation Bill.

}Allow scribes’ entry to Press Appropriation Bill passed in House

Bhubaneswar: A House
Committee has been formed under
the chairmanship of Speaker SN
Patro to examine the heritage cor-
ridor project, being constructed
by the state government, around
Srimandir in Puri. The Speaker
has formed the panel on the re-
quest of Opposition BJP and
Congress members of the Assembly:
The other members of the com-
mittee are—Law Minister Pratap
Jena, Parliamentary Affairs

OP PHOTO

Minister Bikram Keshari Arukha,
senior MLAs Debi Prasad Mishra,
Narasingha Mishra, Puri MLA
Jayant Sarangi, Lalitendu
Bidyadhar Mohapatra and Atanu
Sabhasachi Nayak. The Speaker
said he will convey a meeting of the
committee very soon. The panel
will also make a field visit to Puri
and hold discussion with the
National Monument Authority
(NMA) and Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI), he informed.

During the six-day session, five
Bills were passed, two adjourn-
ment motions were taken for dis-
cussions and four Ordinances were

moved in the House. Similarly;, five
CAG reports and 22 annual
reports were tabled in the Assembly
session.

CAG finds chinks in irrigation projects

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: The
Comptroller and Auditor General
of India (CAG) found several ir-
regularities in the execution of sur-
face irrigation projects in the state.
The state government had ini-
tiated various irrigation projects
(major, minor, mega lift etc) at con-
siderable cost with the objective
of providing adequate and assured
water supply for farming.
However, as noticed in the audit,
lack of adequate and assured sup-
ply of water through completion of
irrigation projects has deprived
the farmers of irrigation facili-
ties, the CAG said in its latest audit
report on surface irrigation.
During the period (2014-19) cov-
ered by this performance audit,
the CAG test checked five major ir-
rigation projects, nine mega lift
points (MLPs) and 10 minor irri-
gation projects (MIPs) for which a
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asanna Acharya,

Sasmit Patra and Bhaskar Rao - will be retiring
from the Rajya Sabha July 1

the minority should not be ignored.
The opposition gives vibration to
democratic bodies. I hope, both
sides and all of us will realize this,”
the BJD MP said.

Acharya thanked Vice President
and Chairman of the Rajya Sabha
M Venkaiah Naidu for his support
and encouragement. He also lauded
the Chairman and the Deputy
Chairman for successfully man-
aging the proceedings of the House.

Acharya also thanked Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik

for giving him several opportuni-
ties in his public life. He also re-
membered working under former
Chief Minister of Odisha
Biju Patnaik.

“We know that Biju Patnaik ji
was not only the Chief Minister of
Odisha, but also a great freedom
fighter. When Biju Patnaik ji died,
National Flags of three countries
-Indonesia, Russia and India - were
laid on his body,” Acharya said
and reiterated BJD’s demand seek-
ing conferment of Bharat Ratna to

foi oo
sum of Rs12,742.11 crore had been
incurred up to March 2020.

Other than nine mega lift points
(MLPs), increase in cost of the
projects ranged between 182 and
4,596 per cent. Despite escalation,
only one major project - the Upper
Indravati Irrigation Project (UIIP)
had been completed and four other
major projects were in different
stages of execution, said the re-
port, which was tabled before
Assembly;, Thursday.

“Performance audit of surface ir-
rigation revealed several deficien-
cies in the planning, implementa-
tion and monitoring of the projects.
The financial management of the
test-checked projects was marred due
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veech, Acharya urges MPs to

Biju Patnaik.

While concluding his speech,
Acharya acknowledged that never
any member of BJD had tried to dis-
rupt the House and assured that the
BJD will keep this tradition and
maintain the dignity of the house.

Sasmit Patra, another BJD MP
retiring from the house, said that
he always tried to raise Odisha’s
issue in the House. He thanked
CM Naveen Patnaik for sending
him to the Parliament and also
thanked Chairman of the House
and his party in Rajya Sabha
Prasanna Acharya for their support
and guidance.

Sasmit Patra was also a Vice-
Chairman of the panel and con-
ducted proceedings of the house.

Significantly, Chairman
Venkaiah Naidu in his speech on
farewell to retiring members praised
Sasmit Patra and Prasanna
Acharya.

“Several first-time Members like
Sasmit Patra have shown a lot of
promise by quickly adopting to
the nuances of the functioning of
the House. Sasmit Patra was also
in the panel of Vice-Chairmen and
he conducted the proceedings also
in a very dignified manner,” The
Chairman said.

As many as 72 Members of the
Rajya Sabha are slated for retire-
ment between March and July this
year. Sixty-five of them represent
19 states while seven are Nominated
Members.

tosurrendering of funds resulting
innon-completion of projects despite
availability;” it said.

The auditor said there were also
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instances of loss of central assis-

tance, parking of funds without
utilization, non-realisation of gov-
ernment revenue, non-adjustment
of advances and inadmissible pay-
ment of tax.

Projects were found deficient in
preparation and execution of DPRs
and incorrect calculation of Benefit
Cost Ratio (BCR) of the projects.
These led to modifications in design
and scope of works and revision in
cost estimates affecting the schedule
of implementation of the projects.

Similarly, in spite of incurring
expenditure of Rs 12,742.11 crore
in all of the test-checked projects,

the irrigation potential (IP) achieved -

was 1,22,418 hectares against the pro-
posed IP of 5,02,842 hectares which
constituted only 24 per cent of the
envisaged potential.

Introspect

Pinaki refutes Aparajita’s
charges on Srimandir
construction work

New Delhi: BJD MP Pinaki Misra
Thursday refuted the charges lev-
eled by BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi
in the Lok Sabha that the state
government is doing constructions
illegally in the prohibited area
around Srimandir. The BJD MP
said that the state government is
strictly following the rules and the
work is happening after the NOC
from National Monument Authority:
He said the ASI was also involved
in the work and they aren’t digging
big holes at the site. The state gov-
ernment is constructing four toilets.

“Female devotees face a lot of
problems due to the absence of
toilets at the shrine. Therefore,
the state government is con-
structing two male and two female
toilets. I request the MP to do some
work at the Lingraj temple in
Bhubaneswar instead of inter-
fering in the work at Puri,”
Misra said.

Earlier, Sarangi had said in the
house that illegal construction work
is going on in the prohibited area
around Srimandir without any per-
mission from ASI or NMA. She had
requested the Union Culture
Ministry to interfere and
stop the work.
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Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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Double murder rocks

Bolangi

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, March 31: Two
women were found dead
with their throats slit and

r village

stated to have been carried
out when no male members
were present in the house.
The gruesome Kkillings
came to the fore when

ri
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Partial rollback of
NE

AFSPAIn

B Political parties and
people of Nagaland,
Assam and Manipur were
wanting the revocation of
the draconian Act for
decades now

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 31: In a
major outreach to the Northeast,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah announced Thursday re-
duction of the disturbed areas

their bodieslyinginapool = Ambika’sbrother,wholives = imposed under the Armed
of blood at theirresidence  inthe same village,cameto  Forces (Special Powers) Act
in Nuapada village under  meet his sister. He arrived =~ (AFSPA) in Nagaland, Assam
Tushrapolicelimitsinthis  attheresidenceandfoundthe  and Manipur from April 1. This
district, Thursday morn- two women lying dead at  came after decades of protests
ing. Police suspect it tobe  around 10.00am. Subhranshu,  and discussions.
a case of murder and ef-  who owns a medicine shop in A Home Ministry spokesper-
forts are on to identify the  the area, had gone to his  son, however, said the decision
miscreants and nab them.  workplace at that time. does not imply that the AFSPA
The deceased were iden- Onbeing informed, police ~ has been completely withdrawn
tified as Ambika Meher; 50, reached the village and  from the three insurgency-hit
wife of SubhranshuMeher, launched an investigation.  states but will continue to be in
and her elderly mother-in- A forensic team has been  force in some areas. The move
law Premashila Meher, 65.  pressed into service. A case

No weapons however, have
been found in close prox-
imity to the murder spot.
The tragic incident has
created panic in the locality.
The alleged murders are

Odisha revokes order on Covid curbs

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha government said Thursday that
as of now there would be no orders and guidelines to
contain Covid-19 for the month of April. Currently there are
345 active Covid-19 cases in Odisha. The Special Relief
Commissioner’s (SRC) office said in an order that under

}the Disaster Management Act, 2005, the Covid-19

/ containment measures will not be implemented from April
1. However, whenever there will be an increase in
coronavirus cases, the Health and Family Welfare
Department will implement preventive measures as
advised by the Centre, the order further stated. This is the
first time since March 13, 2020, that no guidelines or orders
have been issued in the state to fight Covid-19.

has been registered in this
connection and the bodies
have been sent for post-
mortem. Police are ques-
tioning Subhranshu and
two of his nephews.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Ifind it quite childish...
making fool of people
only once in a year!
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came three months after the
central government constituted
a high-level committee to ex-
amine the possibility of lifting
AFSPA in Nagaland where 14
civilians were Killed by the
Army in December 2021 in a
case of ‘mistaken identity’.

In Assam AFSPA has been
completely revoked in 23 dis-
tricts and partially in one dis-
trict. In Manipur 15 police sta-
tion areas of six districts will
be excluded from the Act while
in Manipur the notification is

BUS FARES HIKED AS

1 = ™ dl
being withdrawn from 15 po-
lice stations in seven districts.

The spokesperson also said
in comparison to 2014, there

*kkk

Afollo

On the auspicious occasion of
Uthal Divas
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Odisha

‘Shri Naveen Patnaik

to inaugurate

Apollo Cancer Centre, Bhubaneswar

with Odisha's first and only [ifllEBeaMIS TR

Precision Radiation. Better clinical outcomes.

has been a reduction of 74 per
cent in militancy incidents in
2021 in the Northeast. Similarly;
deaths of security personnel
and civilians have also come
down by 60 per cent and 84 per
cent respectively during this
period. Hence the decision tore-
duce the ambit of AFSPA has
been taken and will be done in
aphased manner for other areas.

Friday, 1* April 2022, 5:15pm
(Please follow CM's security protocol)

#WinningOverCancer

FUEL RATES INCREASE

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31:
Bus fares in Odisha were
hiked Thursday under the
automatic fare revision mech-
anism after fuel prices were
hiked for the ninth time in 10
days across the country. Fares
for ordinary bus services have
been increased from %0.87/km
t030.90/km. The same for ex-
press buses has been increased
from 91 paise/km to 94p/km.
Similarly, deluxe bus fares

OrissaPOST

Chief Speaker

Shri Naveen Jindal

Chairman
Jindal Steel and Power

®dharitrilive
@www.orissapost.com ® OrissaPostHere.Now © OrissaPostLive

rose from %1.25/km to
%1.31/km and AC deluxe bus
fares from %1.53/km to
%1.59/km.

Meanwhile state-owned oil
marketing companies (OMC)
raised Thursday the prices
of petrol and diesel again.
Both petrol and diesel prices
were increased by 80 paise
per litre each respectively ‘
across India. Petrol prices in
the Odisha capital went up to
%108.65/litre while diesel rate
stood at ¥98.42/litre.

In the august presence of:

Shri Naba Kishore Das
Hon'ble Minister Health & Family Welfare
Govt of Odisha

Shri Susanta Rout
Hon'ble MLA Bhubaneswar (North)

Ms Preetha Reddy
Executive Vice Chairperson
Apollo Hospitals Enterprise Ltd.

7.com

1@ 1800-203-1066 & apoll com @ llo.com @ apoll
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Odisha is ready to touch the skies.
And, we at Falcon, give wings to Odisha's dreams.

Our commitment to help Odisha build better, manifests itself through our signature projects,
like Falcon Residency which already houses happy families, Falcon Crest
which is nearing speedy completion.

We are not ready to perch!

With a futuristic plan to build 6 million square feet of residential & commercial space within
the next 7-8 years, we are ready to cement our name in Odisha’s flight of success.

Odisha builds the nation’s future. We build for Odisha.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: In a
significant development, Ranjan
Nayak, one of the accused involved
in the sensational murder case of
lensman Manas Swain, confessed
to the kidnapping and killing the
victim during interrogation, the
state Crime Branch claimed in a
press note Thursday.

Following the disclosure, the
sleuths Thursday recovered in-
criminating items and the be-
longings of Manas, which the ac-
cused tried to destroy, from a place
near Chandikhole.

“During interrogation, accused

. Ranjan Nayak confessed to have kid-

7~ napped Manas Swain in collusion
with mastermind Sarmistha Rout,
Jhuna Bhoi, Bhagyadhar Nayak
and Nilu alias Bibek in Sarmistha’s
car from Palaspur under Chandbali
police limits in Bhadrak district to
Dayal Ashram under Airfield Police
Station in Bhubaneswar;” revealed
Crime Branch.

The Crime Branch also asserted
that the accused including former
OIS officer and I&PR Director
Niranjan Sethi had brutally as-
saulted Manas at the old age home

AM/NS India rolls out
" ALS service at Koira

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31:
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India
(AM/NS India) has rolled out its
24x7 Advanced Life Support (ALS)
Ambulance service at Koira block
in Sundargarh district.

The new ALS ambulance is
equipped with all modern equip-
ment like ventilators, suction ma-
chines, nebuliser etc. to attend
medical emergencies of critical
patients. The community residing
in Kalmong, Ghoraburhani and
Sagasahi villages will benefit from
the initiative. It is believed that
more than 1,000 lives will be im-
pacted with this service.

Koira BDO Pallabi Raj flagged off
the ambulance service Wednesday
in presence of Koira PWD Executive
Officer Abhishekh Kumar, AM/NS
India Head-CSR Vikas Yadvendu,
AM/NS India Sagasahi Manager-
Mines LD Babu and AM/NS India
Lead CSR Jitesh Rath.

Pallabi thanked the CSR team for
rolling out the ambulance service.
She also said with the launch of the
service, critical patients will now
avail immediate medical assis-
tance and human lives can be saved.

Vikash Yadvendu said, “AM/NS
India is committed towards all
round development of the com-
munity in our areas of operation.
This ALS ambulance service is an-
other step in this direction. It will
cater to the immediate need of the
patients and save precious lives.”

32 Cov cases in state

Bhubaneswar: Odisha registered
32 more coronavirus cases
Thursday, while there was another
fatality, the state Health
department said in a bulletin.
There are 385 active Covid-19
cases and 46 patients have
recuperated in the last 24 hours.
Ten children were among the
newly-infected. The coastal state’s
daily test positivity rate (TPR)
stood at 0.07 per cent and the
infections were detected out of
}43,986 sample tests, it said. The
state had logged 59 cases and zero
fatality Wednesday.

UNSETTLING REVELATIONS

THE CB ASSERTED THAT THE ACCUSED INCLUDING FORMER OIS OFFICER

AND I&PR DIRECTOR NIRANJAN SETH

I HAD BRUTALLY ASSAULTED MANAS

AT THE OLD AGE HOME IN BHUBANESWAR, PROMPTING HIS DEATH

The autopsy report also confirmed
that the deceased succumbed to
thoracic injuries caused by the brutal
assault on him

After his death, they took Manas
Swain’s body in Sarmistha’s car and
disposed the same under Ranpur
police limit of Nayagarh district

Subsequently, they proceeded to
a place located about 2kms from
Chandikhole on the side of
Daitari - Paradeep expressway
where they burnt the victim’s
mobile, ear phones and footwear
along with the jute sack and
saree used to conceal the body

THEY ALSO THREW THE SPADE AND SHOVEL, USED FOR DIGGING AND
BURNING THE DECEASED’S BODY, INTO A NEARBY BUSH

here, prompting his death. It is
pertinent to mention that the au-
topsy report of Manas also con-
firmed that the deceased succumbed
to thoracic injuries caused by the
brutal assault on him.

“After his death, they took Manas
Swain’s body in Sarmistha’s car and
disposed the same under Ranpur
police limit of Nayagarh district,”
added the Crime Branch sources.

Subsequently, they proceeded
to a place located about two Kilo-
meters from Chandikhole on the

Students,

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: Under
the programme ‘Jigyasa’, the CSIR
- IMMT (Institute of Mineral and
Material Technology) Bhubaneswar
organised a science demonstra-
tion programme for students and
teachers Thursday.

Three schools from Bhubaneswar
- Nayapalli Government School,
DM School and Sainik School par-
ticipated - in the programme.

Fourteen groups of 10 students
each visited the scientific programme
that demonstrated five experiments
of physics, one of ore materials,
two of sophisticated instruments,
XRE, SEM (electron microscope),
RAMAN, XRD and many more.

It was the first post pandemic
demonstration programme or-
ganised under the Scientific Social
Responsibility Initiative.

Director of CSIR-IMMT,

side of Daitari- Paradeep express
way where the accused burnt the
victim’s mobile, ear phones,
footwear and the jute sack and the
saree with which they had con-
cealed the dead body. They also
threw the spade and gainti, used for
digging and burying the deceased’s
body, into a nearby bush.

The Crime Branch team also
visited and inspected the
Sankharidiha in Dharamshala
where the victim’s mobile phone
was recovered.

Bhubaneswar Suddhasatwa Basu
said, “Exposing children to the
state-of-the-art laboratory facili-
ties and creating interest and
awareness to science is important
for the nation. These school chil-
dren will end up in taking R&D and
innovation as their profession.
IMMT is organising two Jigyasa
events after a gap of two years to

3-DAY TRAINING ON NATURAL DYES FOR
HANDLOOM WEAVERS BEGINS IN CITY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: A three
days training programme on nat-
ural dyes for handloom weavers
commenced at the Weavers Service
Centre (WSC), Bhubaneswar on
Thursday.

The event is being organised as
apartof aproject where the National
Institute of Fashion Technology
(NIFT), Bhubaneswar, State Agency
for Development of Handloom
Clusters (SADHAC), Director
Textiles, Government of Odisha
and Central Silk Board are involved.
Weavers Service Centre (WSC) is pro-
viding technical support in exe-
cuting this training programme.
Ten weavers from handloom clus-
terslike Nuapatna, Maniabandha,
Gopalpur, Atta, and Bhagamunda
are participating in it.

The training programme was
inaugurated by Bhubaneswar NIFT

Director Shovan Krishna Sahu,
SADHAC Member Secretary
Indramani Kandi, and WSC Dy.
Director Vikash Shroff.

The other members who graced
the occasion are Prof. Binaya Bhusan
Jena of NIFT Bhubaneswar and
Project Coordinator Sobharani Lakra.

The training is being provided
by Navneet Singh Shekhawat,
Technical Superintendent,
Processing, WSC.

Odisha has got abundant re-
sources for natural dyes. At the
same time, we have got a rich his-
tory and heritage in handloom
weaving. With the revival of nat-
ural dye application, we can not only
increase the market potential and
income of the artisans, but we can
address the issue of climate change
and the environment said Prof.
Jena, who has been instrumental
in setting up anatural dye garden
at NIFT Bhubaneswar campus.

RALLY FOR ROAD SAFETY

Scouts and Guides take out
a rally in Bhubaneswar,
Thursday, to create
awareness on road safety

EOW arrests chit fund firm
Raman Nayak confesses; CB director in 2500 crore fraud

recovers victim's belongings

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: The
Economic Offences Wing (EOW)
of the state Crime Branch
Thursday arrested Nikhilananda
Pashupalak, regional director of
a chit fund company, in a cheating
case of 3500 crore.

Pasupalak, who was on the run
since January 2012, was arrested
from Berhampur, police said.

The arrest was made on the
basis of an FIR registered fol-
lowing a written complaint filed
by Parsuram Behera against the
office bearers of Success Online
Service System (SOSS) Private
Ltd, a chit fund company oper-
ated through its regional office at
Berhampur, they said.

Speaking to media, EOW SP
Dilip Tripathy said the company
was collecting illegal deposits by
floating different schemes under the
promise of giving healthcare com-
modities, food products and tour
packages.

Besides, the company was also
collecting money under three
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different schemes with monthly
payment of 6,000, 315,000 and
325,000 promising 5 to 10 per cent
interest, he said.

The company has collected more
than 500 crore such illegal de-
posits from Delhi, Jharkhand,
Odisha and other places. Two
other persons—Raman Kumar
Singh and Rakesh Kumar—were
the managing director and sec-
retary of SOSS respectively, the of-
ficials said.

The EOW has found that a sub-
stantial amount of the collected
public deposits have been mobilised
by the accused persons for making
Bhojpuri films under Cine Vision,
a sister concern of SOSS and the
accused Nikhilananda had also
acted in the films (Bhojpuri).

COVID-19 TRACKER

T

Meet over POCSO Act

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: The
National Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR), in asso-
ciation with Odisha State
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (OSCPCR), organised a re-
gional consultative meeting on the
POCSO (Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences) Act 2012
and factors hindering the imple-
mentation and aspects of assis-
tance to victims, here recently.

OSCPCR chairperson
Sandhyabati Pradhan said that
child sexual abuse is a multidi-
mensional problem having legal,
social, medical and psychological im-
plications. Successful implemen-
tation of the POCSO Actrequires
the state government to furnish ex-
plicit guidelines and principles that
need to be strictly adhered to by
the professionals and the other of-
ficials involved with victims of the
child sexual abuse cases, before,
during and after the trial.

__;’f

Assembly visit: OAS probationers pose for a photo with Speaker Surya Narayan Patro near the Gandhi statue during their visit to Odisha Assembly, Thursday op pHoTo

scientists interact at
Tigyasa’ prog by CSIR-IMMT

interact with scientists and expe-
rience the high-end facilities
through their own eyes.”

Chief Scientist at the institu-
tion Bhagyadhar Bhoi interacted
with the students and encouraged
the young minds to become next
generation scientists and play a
vital role in the sustainable de-
velopment of the nation.

26K Odisha students to take
part in ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’

Bhubaneswar: More than 26,000 students from Odisha will participate in ‘Pariksha
Pe Charcha-2022" scheduled to be held April 1. Prime Minister will interact with
school students of classes 9 to 12, their parents and teachers in a town-hall inter-
active format at Talkatora Stadium, New Delhi from 11 AM onwards.Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will interact with students, teachers and parents during
the 5th edition of Pariksha Pe Charcha at Talkatora Stadium in New Delhi in hybrid
mode. Only 1,000 students of New Delhi, UP and Haryana will watch PM speak
from Talkotara stadium. Nearly 26,000 students, 5,000 teachers and 1,200 Parents
from Odisha will be connected to the programme virtually. Students, teachers and
parents were selected based on an online creative writing competition on a bou-
quet of themes, sources said. In a first, select students will visit Raj Bhawan and
watch Pariksha Pe Charcha with the Governor April 1.

Forfeiture of drug peddler’s assets starts

Bhubaneswar: The Special Task Force (STF) of state Crime Branch initiated steps
to forfeit ill-gotten properties worth over 32 crore of a drug peddler Chitrasen
Parida of Chhachina under Kodala Town police limits of Ganjam. The STF identified
two buildings, two vehicles (one mini bus & one car), landed properties and bank
deposits possessed by Parida. The buildings owned by Parida have been evaluated
by PWD R&B to be worth around 31.85 crore. While investigating into a case
(29/21) related to the seizure of ganja weighing 10 quintal in August 2021, the STF
unearthed the properties. “It is also suspected that he might have acquired such
properties in Gujarat too out of drug business. Odisha Police is in touch with
Guijarat Police in this regard. Step is being taken to take up the matter with
Competent Authority, Kolkata as per provision of Sec 68 (F) NDPS Act, 1985 for for-
feiture of the properties earned out of the contraband business,” informed STF
sources. The absconding Parida was arrested in the above case March 10, 2022
and was forwarded to the court of Dist & Sessions Judge cum-Spl Judge, Balasore.

NCC’s 5-day Puneet
Sagar Abhiyan
begins today

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, March 31: The NCC
Directorate Odisha will hold a five-
day-long campaign in Cuttack and
Paradip starting April 1 to spread
awareness on clean seashores and
beaches under the Puneet Sagar
Abhiyan, an official said Thursday.

The NCC cadets will visit the
waste recycling plant at Jagatpur
here April 1. On the second day—
April 2, the cadets will visit Puri
beach where they would spread
awareness on clean seashores and
beaches among the tourists and
shopkeepers. The third day of the
campaign will see rally and street
play by cadets in the Silver City here.
On April 4, cadets will take up
Mahanadi riverfront cleaning.
Later in the day, there will be draw-
ing competitions in local institutions
here. April 5, the last day of the drive
which coincides with International
Maritime Day, will witness beach
cleaning at Paradip by the cadets
along with interaction with media.

Highest ever scrap dlsposal by ECoR

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: The
East Coast Railway (ECoR) has
disposed of the highest ever scrap
from its jurisdiction in the 2021-22
financial year, sources said.

The scrap disposal in the 2021-
22 fiscal is about 42.61 per cent
higher in value terms than the tar-
get set by the Railway Board,
sources added.

This is highest ever scrap sale by
East Coast Railway, said principal
chief materials manager PB
Ninawe while congratulating the
entire team involved in the scrap
disposal system.

The ECoR has earned revenue
to the tune of 313.74 crore from
scrap disposal as against the tar-
get of ¥220 crore fixed by the Railway
Board. It has also earned 14.72 per
cent more revenue from the scrap
sale in comparison to the 2020-21 fis-
cal. “The ECoR had earned ¥273.49

HE ECOR HAS EARNED
REVENUE TO THE TUNE
¢ OF3313.74 CRORE FROM

| SCRAP DISPOSAL AS
AGAINST THE TARGET OF
%220 CRORE FIXED BY THE
' RAILWAY BOARD

T HAS ALSO EARNED
14.72 PER CENT MORE

. REVENUE FROM THE SCRAP
SALE IN COMPARISON TO
“* THE 2020-21 FISCAL

crore from scrap disposal in 2020-
21 financial year,” said a source.
During 2021-22 fiscal, the ECoR
has conducted 183 e-Auctions under
its jurisdiction, including Waltair,
Khurda Road and Sambalpur di-
visions along with Mancheswar
carriage repair workshop and sent
materials to Rail Wheel Factory
(RWF) for recycling, sources said.
According to sources, the ECoR
has generated %112.27 crore from

scrap sale from Waltair division
from April 1,2021 to March 31, 2022.
It has collected 395.64 crore from
Khurda Road division, ¥39.47 crore
from Sambalpur division, ¥31.59
crores from general stores depot at
Mancheswar and ¥34.77 crores from
other places, sources added.

The ECoR has taken proactive
steps for timely disposal of scrap
under its jurisdiction. Now, scrap
disposal is being done through

e-Auction. The materials man-
agement department of ECoR
has been doing e-Auction through

"
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INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD
World  48,77,17,685 42,27,43,595 61,64,658 -
india  4,30,24,440 4,24,89,004 5,21,129
Odisha 12,87,640  12,78,121 9,121

its dedicated Indian Railways E- =

Procurement System portal since
2013. The e-Auction system has en-
sured transparency in the dis-
posal of scrap material and pro-
vided equal opportunity to all

C

the bidders. More than 4,000 Ven-4

dors have registered themselves
in the portal.
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Maintaining law and order is her profession,

while keeping people entertained through an

indigenous art form is her passion, says
Sanchar artiste Jayanti Deep

ern Odisha.
For the unversed, a
Sanchar is a form
where an artiste plays
the quadruple role of
a dancer, singer, per-
cussionist and explainer. %
With the advent of the
modern modes of entertain-
ment, this art form is on the
brink of extinction with its ex-
ponents fading into oblivion.
“There was a time when
the performers would hold the
audience spellbound,” says
Jayanti, who strikes a fine bal-
ance between the gun and the
mrudanga.
Though it seems quite
challenging for a po-

BIJAY MANDAL, OP

ince they often have to go

through extreme condi-

tions and deal with law-

breakers to protect the lives

and properties of citizens,
people hardly associate cops with
soft emotions like love for music. But
any words of appreciation fall short
when a police officer, especially if
she isa woman, vows to work for the
survival of a folk art on the verge
of disappearance.

Havaldar Jayanti Deep of the
Odisha Reserve Police Force, posted
at Bargarh, has been waging a bat-
tle for the survival of Sanchar, one
of the oldest folk art forms of west-

lice officer to take
time off from her
job and pursue a
unique passion
like Sanchar, Jayanti
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I would say | am extremely
fortunate. While my uncle
mentored me during my
school days with strong
support from my parents, my
life partner Suresh Kumbhar,
also a police officer, is

an art connoisseur.

I have the support of

my in-laws also

JAYANTI DEEP

has managed both with flair.
On her gun-music ‘jugalbandi’
she says: “Maintaining law and
order is my profession, while keep-
ing people entertained through an
indigenous art form is my passion.
I was attracted towards dance,
music and stage when I was not
even in school.”
After taking admission in Class
I, she started learning Sanchar
under the guidance of her uncle
Kunjabihari Luhar; her first guru.
“By the time I was studying in
Class VII, I had already become a
known face in the cultural circles
of western Odisha, earning the
appreciation of critics,” says
Jayanti, who has a strong fan fol-
lowing in the rural pockets of west-
ern Odisha, Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand.
For her exploits in this unique
art form, she has been felic-
; g ~ itated at the Rabindra
e = ~  Mandap and the Jaydev
- - Bhawan in Bhubaneswar, at
the world famous Dhanuyatra
in Bargarh and by several cultural

organisations across Odisha.

Jayanti has not only excelled in
live performances, her soulful ren-
ditions often hold radio listeners
spellbound. No wonder, she has
been placed in the B-High cate-
gory of All India Radio.

One may wonder, when many
Indian families still look down
upon dance, how challenging it
must have been to pursue her pas-
sion especially when she hailed
from an underdeveloped region
(Jayanti was born in Dunguripali
village of Jharbandh block in
Bargarh district).

“I'would say I am extremely for-
tunate. While my uncle mentored
me during my school days with
strong support from my parents, my
life partner Suresh Kumbhar, also
a police officer, is an art connois-
seur. I have the support of my in-
laws also,” says Jayanti

With the backing from her fam-
ily and in-laws, she now wants
both her daughters - Mrunalini
and Mrunmayee - to take her legacy
forward.

Jayanti believes that an artiste
enriches the culture of a nation
and a culture-loving person and
her offspring never become
wayward.

Though she has already made a
name through her art and enjoys
the status of a celebrity, she hasa
dream to perform on the Indian
Council of Cultural Research (ICCR)
stage once in life and set up an
akademi to promote Sanchar among
young artistes free of cost.

JINDAL STAINLESS

JINDAL STAINLESS

MAKING BHARAT ATMANIRBHAR
SINCE 1970

Dolphin count up in
GAHIRMATHA

RAJNAGAR: The dolphin population in Gahirmatha
Marine Sanctuary in Kendrapara district has in-
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LIRE1A 626 QUar, 6PERFR SR
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customers across 60 countries.

creased exponentially this year, according to the lat-
est census.

Forest officials conducted an enumeration of dol-
phins in the water bodies of Gahirmatha Marine
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Sanctuary and Bhitarkanika National Park.

During the drive, the forest officials found 540 dol-
phins of seven species - 45 Irrawaddy, 135 Bottlenose,
332 Humpback, 13 Striped and 15 Spiner dolphins.

A total of 342 dolphins of three species were iden-
tified during the annual census last year.

This year, favourable climatic conditions played a
major role in the dolphin census which helped in
identifying an additional 198 dolphins. Nine teams of
enumerators led by Divisional Forest Officer (DFO)
Jagnyadatt Pati, Principal Chief Conservator of Forest
(retired) NV Rajsekhar of West Bengal and scientist
Antony Jhonson participated in the census drive.

The census started from outer Wheeler Island and
was carried out in Chinchiri sea mouth, Barunei
mouth, Paradip, Hansina bridge, Maipura mouth,
Hansua river in Rajnagar, Khola, Dhamra mouth,
Nalitapatia, Kalibhanjadiha island, Jambu island,
Kharanasi, Hukitola island, Jatadhar mouth in
Paradip till Devi mouth.

Apart from Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary, the
dolphin census was also carried out in areas of the
Chilika Wildlife Division, the Puri Wildlife Division,
the Berhampur Wildlife Division, the Bhadrak Wildlife
Division and the Balasore Wildlife Division. The
highest numbers of dolphins were identified in
Gahirmatha sanctuary.

Thanking you for letting us add a
stainless sparkle to all facets of your
life for the last 50 years.

Shri PR Jindal
Pioncered Stainless Steel

Late Shri Om Prakash Jindal
Founder, Jindal Group
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FUTURE TODAY

Tomorrow is not going to be like foday.

Because we're building a world that's stronger, loftier, grander.
The science of construction is changing fast.

And Dalmia Cement Future Labs is at the forefront,

creating better processes and advanced materials.

The technofogy we have developed is already at work.

In nuclear plants. New-age dams. Airstrips that set faster.

And millions of homes built with a smaller carbon footprint.

While the world dreams of a beautiful tomorrow,
we're alreadly there - building it brick by brick,
and bond by bond.

So what you get in a bag of Dalmia Cement
is not only the finest quality, but also the

shape of tomorrow’s world.
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One who loves God finds the
object of his love everywhere.
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Whither Centrism

e solidarity on display at the recent NATO, US-EU, and G7 summits
hasrevealed a rejuvenated West. While Russian President Vladimir Putin
continues to wage war on Ukraine, the Atlantic democracies are responding

with impressive —and somewhat unexpected — unity as they arm Ukraine, re-
inforce NATO’s eastern flank, and sanction the Russian economy:

Instead of turning away migrants, European Union member states are open-
ing their doors to millions of Ukrainian refugees. The US Congress seems
to have rediscovered the bipartisan comity that has long been missing in
Washington. The political theorist Francis Fukuyama even foresees a “new
birth of freedom” that will “get us out of our funk about the declining state
of global democracy,” adding hopefully that “the spirit of 1989 will live on,
thanks to a bunch of brave Ukrainians.”

Not so fast. The political ills plaguing the Atlantic democracies may be out
of the headlines, but they have not gone away. While Russia’s invasion is cer-
tainly a wake-up call for the West, the prospect of a new cold war will not
by itself cure the United States and Europe of illiberalism and political
dysfunction.

In fact, the war in Ukraine will likely have economic spillover effects that
foster political blowback. Accordingly, both America and Europe need to keep
focusing on getting their own houses in order
even while ensuring that the tragedy in Ukraine
receives the resources and attention it deserves.

In Cold War America, the political discipline
engendered by the Soviet threat did help mute
partisan conflict over foreign policy. Similarly,
the prospect today of a new era of militarised
rivalry with Russia is reviving bipartisan cen-
trism on matters of statecraft.

The left wing of the Democratic Party is no
longer clamouring for cuts to the defence budget
and a fast and deep pullback from fossil fuels.
Both the hawkish and the neo-isolationist wings
of the Republican Party have toned down their
criticism of President Joe Biden and gener-
ally rallied behind his response to the
Russian invasion.

The political ills

But this return to bipartisanship is likely plaguing the
to be short-lived. The bipartisanship of the Cold Atlantic
War era rested not just on the Soviet threat, .
but also on the ideological centrism sustained democracies may
by widely shared prosperity within America. be out of the

Yet prolonged economic insecurity and yawn-
ing inequality have since depopulated the US
political center; and ideological moderation has
given way to bitter polarisation.

This erosion of the political center explains

headlines, but they
have not gone away

J” the rapid evaporation of the surge in bipartisanship that followed the September

/

11, 2001, terrorist attacks. And it explains why, just before the war in Ukraine
captured the country’s attention, public intellectuals in the US were debating
the prospects for civil war. According to a poll conducted late last year, 64%
of Americans fear that US democracy is “in crisis and at risk of failing.”

The highest US inflation rate in 40 years is currently heightening the risk
of areturn to the illiberal politics of grievance. The rising cost of energy
and food is one of the main reasons why Biden’s approval ratings have re-
mained low despite his strong handling of the war in Ukraine.

As the November midterm elections near, scant Republican support for
Biden will translate into renewed partisan rivalry. And although the neo-iso-
lationist wing of the Republican Party in Congress may be relatively quiet
for now, it enjoys strong support among the party base and is likely to reassert
itself as Western-led sanctions against Russia hurt US consumers.

Given the potential for illiberal populism to make a comeback in the US,
the Biden administration urgently needs to continue advancing its domes-
tic agenda. Investing in infrastructure, education, technology, health care,
and other domestic programmes offers the best way to alleviate the electorate’s
discontent and revive the country’s ailing political center. The budget that
Biden proposed this week is a step in the right direction.

Europe, too, should keep a close eye on its home front as it focuses on its
response to the Ukraine war. While Europe’s political center has remained
stronger than America’s, and the EU has shown impressive unity in the face
of Russian aggression, strains to European cohesion lurk just beneath
the surface.

Europe’s magnanimous welcome to Ukrainian refugees may trigger do-
mestic backlashes as costs mount and the prospect of permanent resettle-
ment looms. Weaning the EU off Russian fossil fuels will require consider-
able investment and could lead to even higher energy prices, potentially
hampering Europe’s economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. And
while Poland and Hungary are now frontline states that deserve allied sup-
port, both are still ruled by illiberal governments that threaten core European
values; they should not be let off the hook.

Europeans, like Americans, need to continue working hard on domestic
renewal. Economic restructuring and investment, reform of immigration
policy and border control, and more pooling of sovereignty on foreign and
defence policy can all help consolidate the EU’s solidarity and
democratic legitimacy.

Putin’s brutal attack on Ukraine has helped revive the West. But the
homegrown threats to liberal democracy that were front and center before
the war still require urgent attention, even amid the strenuous effort to de-
feat Russia’s attempt to subjugate its neighbour. It would be tragically ironic
if the West succeeds in turning Putin’s gamble in Ukraine into a resound-
ing defeat, only to see liberal democracies then succumb to the
enemy within.

The writer; Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, is
Professor of International Affairs at Georgetown University.
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An eye for an eye only ends up making the whole world blind.
MAHATMA GANDHI

Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be achieved by
understanding. ALBERT EINSTEIN

When the power of love overcomes the love of power the world will
know peace. JIMI HENDRIX

WORDSWORTH

m Skive

kive is British slang for avoiding work by staying away or leaving early;

it's often heard in the form skive off; US readers may find it in British
works such as the more recent ones in the Harry Potter series. It seems to
have been military slang from the time of the First World War and the
common assumption is that the British army in France borrowed it from
French esquiver, to slink away. The usual caveats apply, since that origin is
informed guesswork, and there’s another possibility — an English dialect
verb meaning to move quickly. The reason why the purported origin is
interesting is that another well-known meaning of skive, to split or cut a
material such as leather into slices or strips, or to shave or pare a material to
reduce its thickness, has been incorporated into the story. The word isn’t
that old (only recorded from the 1820s) but almost certainly goes back to Old
Norse. A person who carries out this work is also a skiver, but is much more
respectable than the slang version. So there is an association with leather,
but using a piece as a place to rest your elbows certainly isn’t it!

DK Giri

CHINA WOULD
BE HOSTING
BOTH THE BRICS
AND RIC
SUMMITS LATER
THIS YEAR.
BEJING WOULD
LIKE PRIME
MINISTER

MODI TO
ATTEND BOTH

we blinked, we would have

missed the visit of the Chinese

Foreign Minister Wang Yi. He

was in New Delhi, 24-25 March
2022, meeting his Indian counter-
part for three hours and a short
meeting with the National Security
Adviser. His visit to New Delhi
was officially not announced in
Beijing nor was he given any im-
portance or serious audience in
India. Unlike other dignitaries, Yi
was ushered in at the airport
through the normal lounge, not
through the air-force station. Ashe
happened to be around India, he
dropped by New Delhi. All told,
can the visit be downplayed as he
represents China, which is in the
eyes of world community because
of its expansionism in its neigh-
bourhood; and is a constant worry
for New Delhi for its egregious at-
titude towards India.

Wang Yi was visiting Islamabad,
Kabul and Kathmandu, and de-
cided to have a stopover in New
Delhi. Yi went to Kabul to meet
the Taliban, including the UN des-
ignated terrorist, now the Afghan
Interior Minister Sirajuddin
Haqqani. He was there, in the wake
of the visit of Russian special
envoy to Afghanistan, Zamir
Kabulov, for a conference next
week in Beijing on Afghanistan
land neighbours-Iran, Tajikistan,
China, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
and Pakistan. He was in Islamabad
to participate in the OIC meeting,
wherein he mentioned Kashmir,
and was promptly snubbed by New
Delhi. His next stop was
Kathmandu where he was going to
take stock of their mega project,
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
plus other infrastructure projects.

Why did Wang Yi come to New
Delhi? He was not really taking a
stopover, as flying from Kabul to
Kathmandu is not hours on end.
There area couple of theories doing
the rounds. One, he wanted to gauge
the Indian mood vis-a-vis the Russia-
Ukraine war. Both Beijing and New
Delhi, for their respective reasons,
have taken similar positions. They
have continuously abstained from
voting in the UN to name or con-
demn the Russian invasion.

Second, China would be hosting
both the BRICS and RIC summits
later this year. Beijing would like

SPECTRUM PANDEMIC

Yves Leterme

CIVIL SOCIETY AND
THE MEDIA BEAR
MOST OF THE
RESPONSIBILITY IN
A DEMOCRACY FOR
PREVENTING THE
SPREAD OF
DISINFORMATION
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or more than two years,
FCOVID-19 has taken lives, de-
stroyed livelihoods, disrupted
daily routines, and dominated po-
litical discussion around the world.
Asthe acute phase of the pandemic
comes to an end, we must evaluate
what COVID-19 has revealed about
the ability of democratic systems
to respond to such emergencies.
There are several lessons to be
learned from a crisis that has caused
the death of over six million people
and produced the deepest recession
since World War II. Over the past year,
Club de Madrid’s Global Commission
on Democracy and Emergencies
brought together former heads of
state and government, eminent ex-
perts, and civil-society leaders from
around the world to discuss what
COVID-19 has taught us, and how our
countries can plan for future crises.
Just as no one ever steps into
the same river twice, for it isnot the
same river and they are not the
same person, no country ever ex-
periences the same disaster twice.
Butlearning from one emergency
is essential to preparing for the
next. Although pandemics are rare,
epidemics, natural disasters, fi-
nancial crises, and industrial ac-
cidents are regular occurrences.
Governments, legislative bodies,

FOCUS WANG YI'S VISIT

New Delhi fears that if the border stand-off is

put on the backburner, it might end up
reconciling to China’s salami slicing tactics
used from time to time

Prime Minister Modi to attend
both. Likewise, Xi Jinping should
be cordially invited to SCO and
G-20 meetings which will be hosted
by New Delhi next year. Any di-
lution of BRICS, RIC or SCO will
reflect poorly on Beijing as the
initiator of such grouping. Beijing
will not like these summits to go
the SAARC way, become defunct,
given the unabating conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Be that as it may, the visit was
significant, especially after the
border stand-off between the two
countries since April 2020; Indian
soldiers dying in Galwan, and
China occupying territories India
claims to be hers; the patrolling
point 5, Demchock, and Despang.
That is not all. China has deployed
60,000 soldiers with missiles, rock-
ets, and mobile airborne support.
The stand-off continues spilling
over to international forums. New
Delhi maintains that there could
beno other dialogue than the bor-
der disputes, that too, not until,
China engages in demobilisation,
disagreement and de-escalation.
New Delhi fears that if the border
stand-off is put on the backburner,
it might end up reconciling to
China’s salami slicing tactics used
from time to time.

In the meantime, New Delhi’s
China strategy consists of main-
taining diplomatic openness and
building capabilities while it puts

the onus entirely on Beijing to bring
about normalisation of relations.
Furthermore, India is suspicious and
wary of Chinese intensions. After
15 rounds of border commanders’
talks, and eight rounds of meet-
ings of the special working mech-
anism for consultation and co-or-
dination on India-China border
affairs, no substantial outcome has
been achieved. On the contrary,
Beijing has been occasionally sound-
ing out its appetite for more terri-
tory. New Delhi has rightly denied
Wang Yi to have access to the Prime
Minister Modi. It would continue
to press for normalisation of rela-
tions vis-a-vis the standoff at LAC.

Conversely, China has a differ-
ent point of view. It would like
India to put the border issue at a
proper place in bilateral relations.
It would rather adopt a three-step
strategy on India. One, both the
countries should invoke the long-
term civilization approach as they
have along and rich civilizational
background, at times intersect-
ing with each other’s. The bilat-
eralisms between Beijing and New
Delhi should build on their civi-
lizational legacies. Second, both
countries should view each other’s
development as win-win situa-
tion, not win-lose scenario.Third
step, both countries should coop-
erate at multilateral spheres es-
pecially those inspired by Beijing-
- BRICS, RIC, SCO and so on.

WHY DID HE COME?

Against such a backdrop, less-
publicised meetings of Wang Yi
with S Jaishankar and Ajit Doval
took place. The meeting with EAM
lasted for three hours. What did
Wang Yi and S. Jaishankar talk
about? As it was anticipated, New
Delhi would only reiterate its reser-
vations on Beijing talking about
Kashmir, and re-emphasise the
urgency of resolving the border dis-
putes. But they did talk about
other issues too - trade, visa, Indian
students, cooperation on health,
Ukraine, Afghanistan and so on.
India also raised the staggering
trade deficit with China to the
tune of $103 billion and the non-
tariff barriers China imposes to
isolate Indian companies. At any
rate, China continues to hold the
trade lever.

What is the way forward in
India’s bilateralism with China?
While New Delhi is building it-
self and making strategic alliances
vis-a-vis China, it is deeply worried
about the stand-off and build-up
at the border. Beijing considers
QUAD, which includes India, as the
Asian NATO and grudges India
joining the Western bloc.

Wang Yi said India-China should
come close. His assertion is that if
India and China come on the same
page, the entire world will have to
notice it. The world cannot ignore
the combined strength of India
and China. But for that to hap-
pen, Beijing needs to have a de-
militarised approach, avoid the
policy of balance of terror and
work towards a synergy between
the countries. Certainly, the onus
is on China, as the largest economy
in the region, to lead in peace, se-
curity and co-existence.

In submission, one could say
that New Delhi cannot ignore China,
but cannot integrate with it. Both
India and China should work in
good faith and unite to make a bet-
ter and more promising Asia.
Chinese economy is strong, but
will its political structure charac-
terised by the dictatorial tendencies
of itsleader be conducive to Beijing’s
leadership role in the region?

The writer is Professor
of International
Politics, JIMMC.
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for democracies

judicial institutions, civil society,
and international organisations
must be equipped to promote re-
silience in the face of crisis.

For starters, governments must
elevate the status of emergency
preparedness and work with their
peers to embrace radical trans-
parency, support responsible jour-
nalism and media, promote digital
literacy; and work with civil-society
organisations to debunk disinfor-
mation, especially online. They
should engage with technology com-
panies to solve problems arising
from the digital environment and in-
crease access to digital resources.
And, with COVID-19 having revealed
serious gaps in social security sys-
tems, they also must advocate for bet-
ter protections for vulnerable mi-
norities, women, and young people.

In fact, government leaders
should mobilise all available tools
of fiscal policy to strengthen dem-
ocratic resilience and improve eg-
uity. Atthe same time, legislatures
should evaluate their governments’
COVID-19 response and recom-
mend measures to improve per-
formance in future emergencies.
They should review their coun-
try’s legal framework to ensure
that how emergencies are defined
adequately reflects current risks,

One nation, one entrance test

Sir, The National Testing Agency (NTA) has announced that central universities will now be required
to consider scores from the Common University Entrance Test (CUET) for admission, instead of the
traditional 12th-grade board exam results. UGC chairman M Jagadesh Kumar said that the endeavor
is to ultimately reach the goal of “one nation, one entrance test.” While it remains to be seen what
the impact of the move will be, there are precedents to show how it may not necessarily be a good
one. For one thing, it would further diminish the relevance of schools and the different pedagogi-
cal practices across boards. Second, homogenising an entrance test would make access to higher
education difficult for students from marginalised backgrounds without the means to avail of
coaching classes or extra resources that normally provide an advantage to their more privileged
counterparts. On the other hand, stratospheric cut-off expectations from universities may now be
obsolete. However, in a socio-cultural landscape rife with vast inequalities, a common entrance ex-
amination would increase competition and ensure educational access to those who can afford to spend
the most time, money, and resources in training for the exam. The idea speaks to the general nature
of competitive examinations in India, and the harmful impact they’ve had on young learners. The
most notorious example of the same, of course, is the JEE for entry into the IITs. Coaching for JEE
begins at a young age — and as competition increases, children are made to train for the exam at
ever-younger ages. Coaching institutes, moreover, are prohibitively expensive and are a drain on

and that constitutional provisions
for declaring a state of emergency
provide sufficient safeguards to
mitigate the risk of abuse of power.

Legislatures also must ensure
that their plans for emergency pre-
paredness are robust enough to
allow for effective oversight dur-
ing future crises. These plans should
include flexible rules of legislative
procedure and embrace digital tech-
nologies to promote resilience and
encourage citizen participation.

Judicial institutions, for their
part, must ensure that the rule of
law guides democracies’ response
to future emergencies. When the
pandemic ends, courts will be called
upon - as some already have - to
scrutinise governments’ actions
against the criteria of necessity,
proportionality, procedural fair-
ness, and respect for fundamental
rights. Courts must make sure that
their emergency-preparedness
plans allow for swift judicial over-
sight during times of crisis.

Civil society and the media bear
most of the responsibility in a
democracy for preventing the spread
of disinformation. They also have
the power to bring issues into the
spotlight and act as a catalyst for
emergency policies that better en-
gage and meet the needs of under-

represented groups. In preparing for
future emergencies, civil-society
organisations should advocate for
more public dialogue about criti-
cal risks and preventive action.

Lastly, multilateral organisa-
tions have a critical role to play,
by coordinating lessons learned
from member countries and
strengthening shared values.
International human-rights mon-
itoring mechanisms can serve as
a framework for upholding fun-
damental rights in countries’ emer-
gency response. Regional bodies
that have instruments in place to
protect democracy and the rule of
law among their member states
should reflect on how these tools
might be used for regional over-
sight in emergencies.

Every democracy is different,
and every emergency is different.
But the most important lesson to
belearned from the pandemic is that
all democratic states have a re-
sponsibility, as they prepare for
the next crisis, to safeguard their
core values.

The writer, a former Prime
Minister of Belgium, is Chair
of the Global Commission on
Democracy and Emergencies.
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Let peace prevalil

students’ creativity, freedom, and self-expression, as all identity or even learning is geared towards

securing a seat in a college.

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR

Sir, War is the ultimate scourge of hu-
manity. It is barbaric, cruel, violent
and oppressive. It negates peace and uni-
versal brotherhood. It is an anathema
for mankind. War has never solved
any problem, rather it has multiplied
it. The ongoing war between Russia
and Ukraine may pave the way for
third world war. Winning in war is a
pyrrhic victory - women widowed,
children orphaned, houses devastated.
In Indian scriptures, there is men-
tioning of “the whole world as one
family.” When there is love, there can
be no war. And when, there is war,
there can be no love. Let peace prevail
in the world.

Prabhudutt Dash, BHUBANESWAR
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Gokhibaba Ashram: A pious
precmct hitherto unexplored
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thelocals, old and youngalike.  trance. However, concerned
The legend, born some four followers defied His in-
centuries ago as Gokhidas, struction and opened the
was orphaned ataverytender  door to check on Him, only
age. Whileresidingathisma-  to find Him elevated in the
ternal uncle’s place in the  air. The intrusion broke His
nearby Pokhariput village,he  trance and He fell on the
came across three saintsand  ground, gasping while in-
was moved by their aura, so  structing the villagers to
much so that he joined them  build His tomb right there.
in quest for God realisation. ~ What shocked people more
Returning after several years, were several villagers’
he resided in his native vil-  confessions of having seen
lage Sundarpada. Hischanged Him at Puri Srimandir,
pleasant self had theaura that - Khandagiri, and many other AIRARYA Ga° Aeye 18 | eg-aal-gall 66w Ga° cuid] edl] pEel gae Ga° QKU
attracted people around him, places that very day. Even ES = C>
and he was thereafter called today, His presence isfelt. Or s < o By - SR R
)-Gokhibaba. maybe His consciousness...” sl 816, SIPY QMUY Ge SIo @6l RFI68 JdesioQf
Educating children, col- said Swayam Prava Mishra, g
lectingmedicinal plantsfrom  aresident of Sundarpada.
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KATY PERRY SET TO LAUNCH
ELIZABETH TAYLOR PODCAST

Pop star Katy Perry is launching a podcast
based on the life of legendary actress Elizabeth
Taylor. The 37-year-old star has always felt a
kinship towards the iconic actress - who died
in 2011 at the age of 79 - and will narrate the brain damage that affects a person’s
ten-part audio series Elizabeth the First. ability to communicate.

-
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BRUCE WILLIS STEPPING
AWAY FROM ACTING

Hollywood action star Bruce Willis’ family
has announced the actor is retiring from
the profession after being diagnosed with
aphasia, a language disorder caused by
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H ARIES
You may be alone, but not Y
necessarily lonely. You may T

want to listen to your inner
voice, and express your true self creative-
ly. Spend the evening with a loved one
who can hear the music in your silence
too, suggests Ganesha.

.......................................

B TAURUS " J
Today, you may experience [
the juxtaposition of pleas- =

ure and pain. Household

tasks may weigh you down around after-
noon. Later in the day, you will be able to
achieve whatever you desire solely on
account of your determination and men-
tal strength. Pleasure awaits in the
warmth and company of your soul mate,
says Ganesha.

H GEMINI

You need to pay more atten-
tion to yourself today. Your
kind and generous nature
means you often think about others
rather than about yourself. Now is the
time to pay attention to your own needs.
You need to spend more time with your
family and friends as well, says Ganesha.

.......................................

l CANCER

You will secure your place
with hard work in your job
or business. Ties with part-
ners will improve. Closeness with spouse
is indicated. Melody and joy will mark
domestic bliss. You will spend the
evening with your beloved. Ganesha's
blessings are with you.

ELEO

} The pressure at work will be
, high. Some person may try
to tempt you with lucrative
offers to go against your principles.
However, you will be able to resist the
lure of easy money. Your health may suf-
fer today, so be on guard, says Ganesha.

steady today, and there is |d ,“‘

hardly anything that can

and friends will back you fully and

motivate you to overcome hurdles. You

You may ask for work that others may

find very difficult to do.

to take advantage of your

amiable nature and disposi-

ing your nature a little tensed and

enhance your anger too. You will be

matters. Ganesha says you need to keep
your mind steady and regain your lost

You will stay calm and

disturb your peace of mind. Your family

will work with devotion, says Ganesha.
HLIBRA

Ganesha says people will try r n

tion. Small issues will crop up today mak-

inspired to take chances in monetary

charm soon.

l SCORPIO

Your imagination runs wild

today. Though you do not

travel geographically, your

mind travels beyond boundaries. Think
and act according to your will, advises
Ganesha. However, practice caution
before taking any major step.

.......................................

M SAGITTARIUS

Your will be loaded with
responsibilities at work
today, fore sees Ganesha. -
But, you are pro challenges and will

take it up sportingly. On personal front,
the list of your friends is likely to get
longer. All in all, Ganesha sees you in

an active avatar today.

.......................................

Il CAPRICORN

Don't let your emotions play
a spoilsport while deciding
about the future. Think '
practically, otherwise, your expectations
and reality will not be on the same boat,

’m a Bollywood actor,
won’t do any regional
films: John Abraham

Hyderabad: Actor John Abraham,
who is busy publicising his upcoming
movie Attack, was quizzed about his ap-
pearance in a south Indian movie,
which apparently irked the actor.

John, who was visibly irked with
the question, asserted his choice not to
act in regional movies.

Of late, there have been reports that
John will be seen in an important role
in Prabhas’s upcoming multi-lingual
action movie Salaar.

When quizzed about the same, John
said, “I am not acting in any regional
films. I don’t know where this specu-
lations started. I will never do sup-
porting roles in regional films. I am a
Bollywood actor.”

With this, it is confirmed that
Johnisn’ta part of Prabhas’s up-
coming magnum opus Salaar,
but John’s way of answering
the question has raised eye-
brows.

While some south Indian
websites reported the incident,
they have raised a question on
what was so offensive that John
had reacted in that way.

John Abraham, was
earlier quizzed re-
garding the box
office clash of
his movie
Attack with
Ram Charan,
NTR-starrer
RRR. John’s
cold reply to
that question
was dis-
cussed
among fans
as well.

AIia clears air

over RRR

Hyderabad: Alia Bhatt, who is rumoured to
have deleted RRR related Instagram posts
after the movie’s release, reacted with a
lengthy note.

Thursday, Alia finally broke her si-
lence on the matter, as she stated, the ru-
mours about her being upset with the
RRR team are absolutely baseless.

“In today’s randomness, I've heard that
Tapparently deleted my RRR posts be-
cause I'm upset with the team.”

“I sincerely request everyone not to
make assumptions based on something
as random as an Instagram grid. I AL-
WAYS realign old video posts from my
profile grid because I prefer it to look less
cluttered,” Alia added.

Alia Bhatt’s post further reads, “I am eter-
nally grateful that I got to be a part of the
world of RRR. I loved playing Sita, I
loved being directed by Rajamouli sir,
Tloved working with Tarak and Charan
- Iloved every single thing about my
experience on this film.”

Alia Bhatt essayed the role of Sita
in RRR, which marked the debut of the
Highway actress in

south Indian
movies.

Hyderabad: Megastar
Chiranjeevi, who attended the
pre-release event for Taapsee
Pannu-starrer Mishan
Impossible, had showered praise
on the actress.

Stating that he regrets not
having worked with Taapsee,
Chiranjeevi spoke highly of the
Pink actress.

“I was surprised at Taapsee’s
appearance in the movie
Jhummandi Naadam. By the
time I could work with her, I
had become busy in politics. I
regret being in politics, with-
out having worked with

actresses like Taapsee,”

¢ Chiranjeevi regrets not having
worked with Taapsee Pannu

Entertainment, while it is di-
rected by Agent Sai Srinivasa
Athreya fame Swaroop RSJ.
Billed as a comedy-thriller,
Mishan Impossible surrounds
the life of three children, who
are on the hunt to find the un-
derworld don Dawood Ibrahim.
With comedy as the core

Karan Johar brutally
trolled by netizens

Mumbai: Karan Johar was trolled
for promoting a matrimonial site ex-
clusively for IIT and IIM alumni.
“They invite alumni of
the top 10-15 colleges from
all fields to register and

Ridiculous!”

Currently, Karan Johar is busy
shooting for his next directorial
.  Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem
& Kohani. This light hearted
b\ love story features

find a match amongst ® % Ranveer Singh and
each other!” stated the ‘4 Alia Bhatt in the lead
filmmaker while pro- roles with
moting the website. Dharmendra, Jaya

Netizens brutally Bachchan and
slammed KdJo for his '} Shabana Azmi essay-

choice of endorsement. |
One user wrote, “Are you
serious?? If this isn’'t a §
joke then you are by en-
dorsing this ridiculous plat-
form” while another one com-
mented, “This whole concept is
so offensive.. Are they tryingto /X9
say that an II'T/IIM alumni L
will be mentally com- a4
patible only o
with an-
other
IIT/IIM
alumni?!

- ing pivotal parts. The
) film is all set to hit
the big screen

February 10, 2023.

BHUBANESWAR: A four-day state-level drama festival, organised by
City-based theatre troupe Panchamveda came to an end here at Biju Natya
Kendra, Thursday. Srikhetra Natya Shala from Puri presented the Odia play
Lajja, on the last day of the festival. Written by Satya Dash and directed by
Laxmidhar Pujapanda, the play conveyed a message that insanity in the
name of modernity is always dangerous and not acceptable to the society.
Among the dignitaries who attended the event as guest included Tourism

Chiranjeevi said on a
witty note.

The movie Mishan
Impossible is produced
by Niranjan Reddy and
Anvesh Reddy on Matinee

movies.

essence, this thriller is one of
the most hyped upcoming

Mishan Impossible will hit the
screens April 1, with Taapsee
Pannu in the lead role.

and Culture minister Jyotiprakash Panigrahi, Odisha Sangeet Natak
Akademi secretary Prabodh Rath and noted theatre director Dhirendranath
Mallick. Prof Samar Mudali was conferred with Amiya Pattnaik Smruti
Samman-2022 while, Sitakanta Mohanty, Satyaranjan Behera, (both theatre
directors), Panchanan Dash, Lingaraj Nahak (both playwrights) and actress
Alhadini Kar were felicitated with Panchamveda Samman-2022. PNN

| PEANUTS

Dear Little Girl Thank you for I hope Iwill see || You bring the
Scout, 1| Tescuingme when | | You agam some cookies,
i I'was lost in day. Maybe you
| the wilderness. |[¢| could come to
| my house for milk
. | G | and cookies. » §
I CALVIN AND HOBBES
AEELE IS A VEREVOLS, CALVIN, STOP TWAT
I SEMX:H R)Q, HUM mmm mu“e!

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

Wik
o
i

guides Ganesha. Friendly and supportive,
today you will spread happiness and win
the love of one and all. (e
....................................... oc
(@)
. AQU ARIUS Capyright ©2022 PuzzleJunction.com ;
Set any target, take up any Across 20 Pitiful 4 On the ball, %
activity or accept any chal- . . )
lenge; you will succeed in 21 German intellectually
any of them with flying colours, foresees 7 Fix automaker 5 Detestable 5
Ganesha. Your well-wishers will shower . . . .
praises upon your for those hard earned 8 Span‘ISh capital 23 Anise cordial 6 Abuse —
achievements. Friends are like family to T 9 Parking place 24 Mal de mer, 12 Remote
you, take them out and have a gala time Tas : ;
before another busy day begins. 10 !Vlartm} ¢g. 14 Swo}rdplay 461213 7|5)1/9]8
..................................... YOU'RE HERE =Nl e g]s319j2]1]4]5]6]7
ALREADY? THE 11 Delivery aid Down Greece 1|s|7]elelalz]z]s] =
M PISCES PARTY DOESN'T (34) 18 Uris novel Blala[1]8|709]5(3] €
ol bebusy it J START UNTIL o EARLY RISER 13 Off-center 1 Blubber 19 Short musical 2 [EleblsEElEls] ©
romance throughout the day. 15 Incursion 2 Plan of action composition ) slalalalelslz]T]1
While singles are likely to Y ; 2
} find the person of their dreams, those who 17 Spurs & Swugger 23 Siingreia Q Sj4|BITISI16[3)2 7
are married will establish a new closeness ] Ij1|sl2|4(27]8]|5 .
in their relationship. Your attitude towards (%2 l7islslzlelal1lo
work will begin to change. pbrronen o CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW —
o0 © o0 © oo ©
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State

BHAWANIPATNA: As many as 26 girl students were down with diarrhoea Thursday due
to suspected food poisoning at government-run Dulkibandh Government Kanyashram
in Kalampur block of Kalahandi district. The block administration admitted the stu- kS
dents to Kalampur community health centre. A special medical team led by additional
district chief medical officer Rakesh Kumar Sahoo talked to the teachers at the school

26 Kanyashram
inmates takenill

635 Ganjam high schools to go solar

\f The Malkangiri district head- Commendation awards of 31 ~ We are happy that the govern- Police registered two separate cases and FEEL EVERYTHING g
uarters hospital hasbagged lakh each was given to CHC  ment has recognised the health  arrested Satyabrata Behera, 26 of Housin z : N
?hefirst poin)tion(]?(I)—[\[—NI%nasurgngof ¢ : y ¢ ON YOUR BIG DAY Woman.God's most beautiful creation.

% <
Birh Mrs Ila Panda
Anniversary ot
RS 5 Y 26" 0ct 1932 - 11" Jan 2005
Dr Bansidhar Panda
26™ Nov 1931 - 22" May 2018
A A transformative journey of six decades from a single furnace in
a remote corner of Odisha to becoming India’s leading, fully
integrated producer of ferro allovs has been revwarding because
of our values, focus on operational excellence and sustainable
growth. The special anniversary logo references infinity
D E FI N I N G signifving many more milestones to come.
A NEW u
2
§ FUTURE
3
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b= | £
A L

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhanjanagar, March 31: Schools
in Ganjam district will harness solar
energy to electrify their premises in-
stead of using power from conven-
tional energy sources.

The district administration has
taken an initiative to make the high
schools energy-independent by in-
stalling solar panels, Ganjam Collector
Vijaya Amruta Kulange said.

The installation is set to be done
from Friday by a Noida-based firm
and likely to be completed in the
next six months. There are 535 gov-
ernment high schools in the district,
officials said.

The district administration will
spend over 39 crore for the purpose.

Reports said 83 smart schools will
be electrified in the first phase while
233 smart schools will be taken up
in the second phase. Later, the rest
of the schools will be electrified

move will help
reduce energy
bills and protect
the natural
resources

REPRESENTAT{VEPHOTO o
-

THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION WILL SPEND OVER %9
CRORE FOR THE PURPOSE AND HAS SET A TARGET OF
COMPLETING THE WORKS WITHIN SIX MONTHS

Aspart of this move, 25 high schools
under Bhanjanagar block will be elec-
trified through solar panels. The
move, however, is likely to hit road-
blocks as works on many of the schools
upgraded to smart schools are yet to
get completed.

Meanwhile, work on transfor-
mation of 11 schools into smart
schools has started in the second
phase in Bhanjanagar block. The
state government is providing 345
lakh for upgradation of each school
into a smart school. Moreover,
those schools which require more
funds will be assisted through
block funds.

When contacted, Bhanjanagar BDO
Anil Kumar Sethi said the schools
will go solar for which funds will be

with solar energy. The smaller
schools will have solar power systems
of 2kw while the bigger schools will
be installed with 4kw solar panel

systems.

conferencing last week.

The district Collector talked to all
concerned headmasters, block de-
velopment officers (BDOs) and other
officials in this regard through video-

made available from Mo School
Abhiyan and Corporate Social
Responsibility initiatives. The dis-
trict rural development agency will
implement the project.

28 Malkangiri hosps win ‘Kayakalp Award’ ULB chief’s house

POST NEWS NETWORK

Malkangiri, March 31: Good
news for people of tribal-domi-
nated Malkangiri as 28 hospitals of
the district have won the presti-
gious ‘Kayakalp Award’.

The health centres were evalu-
ated on the basis of eight major pa-
rameters such as hospital upkeep,
sanitation and hygiene, waste man-
agement, infection control, sup-
port services, hygiene promotion,

e

tals (SDHs), six community health
centres (CHCs), 11 primary health

In PHC category, the first prize
was bagged by MV-79 PHC which
got cash prize of 2 lakh. While
the commendation prize of 50,000
was given to PHC-MPV-55, PHC-
Manyamkonda, PHC-MV-19, PHC-
Padmagiri, PHC-Govindapalli,
PHC-Metapaka, PHC-Salimi, PHC-
MV-47, PHC-Pangam, and
PHC-Motu.

In the sub-centre category,
Udulibeda got the first prize with
%11lakh cash while commendation

shot at in Dhenkanal

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, March 31: The newly-elected
chairperson of Dhenkanal Municipality,
Jayanti Patra, had a close shave as some
henchmen of the defeated candidate al-
legedly fired five rounds at her house and
issued death threat to her and her hus-
band, Wednesday night.

The matter came to the fore after Jayanti,
wife of Rama Chandra Patra, met the SP

cleanliness beyond hospitalbound-  centres (PHCs), and eighthealthand ~ prize of 25,000 was given to SC- L Divya V and lodged a complaint. Her
ary wall and eco-friendly facility. wellness centres (HWCs) werequal- ~ Chaulimendi, SC-Salimi, SC-  husband is the vice-president of BJP’s
The Kayakalp Award givenunder  ified for the award. Panighata, SC-Challanguda, SC-  state Krushak Morcha.

National Health Mission (NHM)
was instituted by the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare in 2015
to encourage cleanliness and hy-
giene in health centres across the
country.

¥50lakh and got the recognition of
Kayakalp Winner Hospital. In ad-
dition, two sub-divisional hospi-

Kudumuluguma CHC bagged
the first prize with award money
of 15 lakh. Besides, the CHC also
won the best “eco-friendly” hos-
pital under Kayakalp scheme and
received cash award of 351akh.

(Korukonda), CHC (Pandripani),
CHC (Khairiput), CHC (Kalimela),
CHC (Podia), SDH (Mathili) and
SDH (Chitrakonda).

Tunnelcamp, SC-Bapanpally, and
SC-Venkpalam.

“I dedicate the award to the
people of Malkangiri. Our tar-
get is to serve people by deliver-
ing the best public health service.

delivery system in the district,”
Malkangiri Collector Vishal Singh
said, expressing pleasure over
this achievement.

The miscreants also issued murder
threat to Artabandhu Mallik, father of
newly-elected councillor of ward no-19 at
Similia village, as well as a co-villager
Sailendu Narayan Sahu. Later, Sailendu also
lodged a police complaint.

Board Colony and Somanath Sahu, 22 of
Jaygopal Sahi. A scooter, cash worth
%11lakh and two lathis were seized from their
possession.

and enquired about foods served to the students.
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The
‘ administration
has largely R
brought the Sariska
fire under control and
there is a small fire

left now in a limited ﬁ

area which too will be doused soon

(-]

ASHOK GEHLOT | RAJASTHAN CHIEF MINISTER

Recently 16 Sri

‘ Lankan Tamils
had reached
the state as they
were not able to
afford the essential

commodities in Sri
Lanka

MK STALIN | TAMIL NADU CM

Our demand is
‘ that the

government & &
should control prices G
\ —

and stop raising
petrol and diesel
prices

RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

SHORT TAKES

B 7 more held in
paper leak case

Ballia (UP): Seven more
persons, including two local
journalists, were arrested
Thursday in connection with
the leak of the intermediate
English paper of the Uttar
Pradesh school board. Deputy
Superintendent of Police (Rasra)
Shiv Narayan Vyas said seven
more people were arrested in
connection with the case by
Nagara police. Those arrested
include two local scribes --
Digvijay Singh and Manoj
Gupta, he said. The officer
said that altogether 24 people
have so far been arrested in
connection with the incident.

......................................

M Avian flu scare in
Bihar's Supaul

Patna: The fear of avian
influenza has spread in Bihar's
Supaul district after a large
number of crows and ducks
were found dead Thursday.
District Forest Officer Sunil
Kumar Sharan said the dead
birds were found in large
numbers in Chapkahi village
under Sadar police station of
the district. The villagers,
after seeing birds were
restless, had initially given
medicines and injections of
veterinary doctors but the
birds did not recover.

......................................

B 3indian fishermen
held by Lankan Navy

Chennai: Three Indian
fishermen, hailing from
Pudukottai in Tamil Nadu,
were arrested by Sri Lankan
navy for crossing the
International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) and
fishing in Sri Lankan waters,
an official statement said
here Thursday.

......................................

I J&K: Over 20 houses
damaged in blaze

Srinagar: Over 20 houses
suffered extensive damage
and property worth crores of
rupees was destroyed in two
fire incidents in Jammu and
Kashmir's summer capital,
officials said here Thursday.

......................................

B Stalin meets PM

New Delhi/Chennai: Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister and M K
Stalin Thursday met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
Delhi and sought the Centre's
approval for the state
government to provide
humanitarian aid to Sri
Lankan Tamils in the wake of
an economic crisis in that
country. Stalin gave a detailed
memorandum on various
issues, including those
related to the economic crisis
in the island nation, during
his meeting with Modi.
Referring to adversities being
faced by Lankan Tamils, he
said many of them embarked
on a "perilous journey" to
Tamil Nadu due to
unaffordable prices of
essential commodities there
and they are lodged in a
transit camp in the state.
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‘ ‘ The prices of petrol and diesel

have gone up across the country after
the recent assembly elections in five
states. This is directly affecting the poor
| and the middle class. The central
- government must take necessary
measures to reduce the fuel prices
MAYAWATI | BSP CHIEF

ANIMALS GET COOLERS

With Jharkhand experiencing
sweltering heat, zoo authorities are
making arrangements like providing
air-coolers and special diet to ensure
that inmates stay healthy at Bhagwan
Birsa Biological Park, popularly
known as Birsa zoo in Ranchi

‘No red’ line for India’s RS BIDS ADIEU TO 72 MPs
Russian oil imports: US

Russia has long been India’s biggest supplier
of defence equipment, despite growing
purchases from the United States in the past
decade. Defence analysts say Russian supplies
are more cost-competitive and vital for India
as it faces a superior Chinese military

REUTERS

New Delhi, March 31: The United
States will not set any "red line" for
India on its energy imports from
Russia but does not want to see a
"rapid acceleration” in purchases,
a top US official said Thursday
during a visit to New Delhi.

Lured by steep discounts fol-
lowing Western sanctions on
Russian entities, India has bought
at least 13 million barrels of Russian
crude oil since the country invaded
Ukraine in late February. That
compared with some 16 million
barrels for the whole of last year,
data compiled by Reuters shows.

"Friends don't set red lines,"
Daleep Singh, US Deputy National
Security Adviser for International
Economics, told reporters, adding
however that its partners in
Europe and Asia had been urged
to cut their reliance on "an unre-
liable energy supplier".

Singh spoke ahead of Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov's
arrival in the Indian capital for a
two-day trip.

Singh said the United States
was ready to help India diversify
its energy and defence supplies.

"We stand ready to help India
diversify its energy resources,
much like is the case for defence
resources over a period of time.
But there is no prohibition at
present on energy imports from
Russia," he said.

"What we would not like to see
is arapid acceleration of India's
imports from Russia as it relates
to energy or any other exports
that are currently being prohib-
ited by us or by other aspects of
the international sanctions
regime."

He also said the United States
would not like to see its allies
helping resurrect the rouble ,
which nosedived immediately
after the war began but has re-
covered in recent days.

Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla with US Deputy National
Security Advisor for International
Economics Daleep Singh, during their

meeting in New Delhi.

Lavrov in Delhi, to
hold talks today

New Delhi: Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov landed
in New Delhi Thursday
evening to hold talks with
Indian counterpart S
Jaishankar over crude oil offer,
rupee-ruble payment and arms
deals. It is the first high-level
visit from Russia after the
country went to war with
Ukraine. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov ar-
rived in Delhi at 6 pm. Lavrov
would be meeting Jaishankar
Friday afternoon and by 5.50
p.m. he would be flying for
Moscow. As the US-led sanc-
tions and a few Russian banks
being removed from the SWIFT
messaging system, Lavrov will
deliberate upon the rupee-ruble
denominated payment method
for crude oil which Russia has
offered to India. New Delhi is
not averse to buying Russian oil
at a discounted rate.

PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: The Rajya
Sabha Thursday bid an emotional
farewell to 72 members, including
A K Antony, P Chidambaram,
Anand Sharma, Jairam Ramesh
and Subramanian Swamy, whose
terms are coming to an end, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
urging them to take their expe-
rience across the country.

The terms of Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharman, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal and Minority Affairs
Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
in the Upper House are coming
to an end as well. However, they
are likely to be re-elected.

Members cutting across party
lines shared memories of their re-
tiring colleagues and hoped that
they would return to the House.
While most MPs were emotional,
there were some lighter moments
as well.

Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
asked the lawmakers to desist
from disrupting law-making bod-
ies while upholding the honour
and privilege bestowed on them by
people, while Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge emphasised
that the numbers on the Opposition
benches may be less, but they have
strength in their argument. Sixty
five speakers, including those who

Kejri house vandalism:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal Thursday
said he can lay down his life for the
country, a day after members of
the BJP’s youth wing vandalised
property outside his residence and
the AAP alleged that a conspiracy
was being hatched to “assassinate”
its national convenor.

Without naming the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Kejriwal fur-
ther said such “hooliganism” by a
party in power at the Centre will
not help in the progress of the na-
tion and send out a wrong mes-
sage to the people.

"Arvind Kejriwal is not impor-
tant but the country is.Iam a very
small person and a common man.
I can lay down my life for the na-
tion. India will not progress through
such hooliganism," Kejriwal said
at an event to flag off e-autos at IP
Depot here.

"If the biggest party of the world,
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh
Narayan Singh, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and senior Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge, during a photo session with retiring members of Rajya

Sabha, at Parliament in New Delhi

are retiring, shared their experi-
ences.

The speakers included the chair-
man, the prime minister, the
deputy chairman, the leader of
the opposition, the floor leaders of
nine other parties, 11 other mem-
bers and 40 retiring Members.

In the end, Goyal, who is the
leader of the House, responded
to the day-long proceedings.

A total of 72 Rajya Sabha
MPs, including seven nominated
members, are retiring between
March and July, which is one-
third of the strength of the
House. Among them, some may
return to the Rajya Sabha. The

which is in power at the Centre, re-
sorts to such hooliganism in the cap-
ital, it will spread a bad message
among people. People will think
this is the right way (to deal with
anything)," he said at the event.
Kejriwal also said the country
cannot progress in such a sce-
nario. People will have to work
with love, then only the nation
can prosper, he said. "We have al-

Maha, Delhi, WB lift all Cov curbs

Maharashtra, one of the worst-hit states, and West Bengal Thursday announced that
all curbs related to the viral disease would be lifted, while Delhi decided to do
away with the mandatory wearing of face masks at public places

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: With the
Covid-19 cases declining signifi-
cantly over the past few weeks,
several states have decided to lift
all the pandemic-related restric-

tions, including the mandatory
wearing of face masks.

The withdrawal of the Covid-19
curbs came almost two years after
the pandemic struck in March
2020. It is expected that some other
states may follow suit in the com-
ing days.

At a meeting of the Delhi
Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA) chaired by Lt Governor
Anil Baijal, it was decided that
there will be no fine for not wear-
ing face masks at public places in

the national capital, officials said.

They added that the DDMA,
however, is likely to issue an ad-
visory for people, asking them to
use masks at crowded places.
Currently; there is a fine of Rs 500
for not wearing masks at public
places in Delhi.

In Maharashtra, the state gov-
ernment announced that all Covid-
related curbs, including the wear-
ing of masks, would be lifted from
April 2. The decision was taken at
a cabinet meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray, Health
Minister Rajesh Tope told re-
porters.

“From Gudhi Padwa (Marathi
New Year which falls on April 2 this
time), all Covid-19 related re-
strictions under the Epidemic

Diseases Act and Disaster
Management Act will be with-
drawn,” Tope said.

Wearing of face mask will be vol-
untary from April 2, he said.
Similarly, the West Bengal gov-
ernment said that all curbs re-
lated to the contagion would stand
withdrawn from midnight.

In a notification, the govern-
ment, however, stressed the use

of masks and hygiene mainte-
nance. ‘“Accordingly; it is hereby no-
tified that restrictions as currently
in force by aforesaid orders are
hereby withdrawn.

However, advisory in respect of
health and hygiene protocols, in-
cluding wearing of masks at all
times, hand hygiene and saniti-
sation of public places shall con-
tinue to be strictly observed until
further order,” it stated.

Meanwhile, with 1,225 new coro-
navirus infections reported in a day;
India's Covid tally rose to 4,30,24,440
while the active cases dipped to
14,307, the Union health
ministry said.

The death toll climbed to 5,21,129
with 28 fresh fatalities, the data up-
dated at 8 am showed.
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retiring members represent 19
states. Those retiring also include
Ambika Soni, Kapil Sibal, Suresh
Prabhu, Praful Patel, Prasanna
Acharya, Sanjay Raut, Naresh
Gujral, Satish Chandra Mishra, M
C Mary Kom, Swapan Dasgupta
and Narendra Jadhav.

Chidambaram, Patel and Sibal
were not present in the House
when the prime minister, the chair-
man and the leader of opposition
spoke in the morning session.

In his speech, Modi emphasised
that experience has more power
than knowledge and the MPs
should take it forward in the serv-
ice of the nation.

CM targets BJP

The BJP’s youth wing
BJYM allegedly
damaged property
outside Kejriwal’s
residence Wednesday
during their protest
against the CM's
remarks on The
Kashmir Files’ film

ready wasted 75 years by doing
dirty politics, indulging in fight-
ing and hooliganism. Now if we
want to take our country forward,
make it an India of 21st century,
then we will have to work together
with love," Kejriwal said.
Meanwhile, eight persons were
identified through CCTV footage
as taking part in the protest out-
side the Delhi Chief
Minister’s house.

Above normal
temp to continue
in April, says IMD

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 31: Riding
on the second heat wave continu-
ing over large parts of northwest
and central India, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
Thursday said for April, similar
above normal maximum temper-
atures are likely to be recorded in
most parts of northwest and cen-
tral India and some parts of north-
east India.

Normal to below normal maxi-
mum temperatures are likely over
remaining parts of the country, the
IMD said, adding that above normal
minimum temperatures are likely
over most parts of northwest, cen-
tral and northeast India while nor-
mal to below normal temperature
are likely over most parts of north-
west, central and northeast India.

March witnessed two
spells of heat waves,
first between March
11-21 while second
started March 26 and
is still continuing

Normal to below normal mini-
mum temperatures are likely over
the south peninsular India, eastern -
parts of central India and extreme
southern part of northeast India,
IMD Director General Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra said while announc-
ing the Outlook for Temperature
and Rainfall for April.

Meanwhile, except coastal penin-
sular areas, almost all of India re-
ceived deficit rainfall in March.
IMD said, the rainfall in April av-
eraged over the country is most
likely to be normal (89-111 per cent
of Long Period Average). Below
normal rainfall is most likely to
occur over most areas of north-
west and central India and some

parts of northeast India. Normal -~

to above normal rainfall is likely
over many parts of south Peninsula,
adjoining areas of west central
India and some parts of northeast
India, he said.

Consider Cov-hit students’
plea: Top court asks Centre

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: The
Supreme Court Thursday asked
the Centre to consider the repre-
sentation of some aspi-
rants, who could not ap-
pear in the UPSC civil
services main examina-
tion after being infected
with COVID-19 and are
now seeking an addi-
tional attempt, in light
of the recommendation made ina
recent parliamentary committee
report.

In the March 24 report, the com-
mittee has said that keeping in
view the hardships faced by the
student community during the
first and second waves of COVID-
19, it recommends the government
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to change its mind and sympa-
thetically consider the demand of
civil services examination (CSE) as-
pirants and grant an extra attempt
with corresponding age relaxation
to all candidates.

The Centre had last
week told the apex court
that additional attempt
in the Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC) civil services ex-
amination is “not possi-
ble”. A bench headed by Justice A
M Khanwilkar was hearing a plea
filed by three aspirants who had
cleared the UPSC 2021 prelims
exam but could not appear in all pa-
pers of the main exam after test-
ing positive for COVID-19 and are
now seeking an extra attempt to ap-
pear in the exams.

TN: SC strikes down 10.5 pc reservation for Vanniyars

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: Observing
that there is no substantial basis
for classifying the Vanniakula
Kshatriyas differentially, the
Supreme Court Thursday
struck down the 10.5 per cent
reservation provided to Vanniyars,
a Most Backward Community
(MBC) in Tamil Nadu, in
government jobs and admission
to educational institutions.

A bench comprising Justices L
Nageswara Rao and B R Gavai said
population has been made the sole
basis for recommending internal
reservation for the Vanniakula
Kshatriyas, which is directly in

_| the teeth of the law laid down by

this court. “We are of the opinion
that there is no substantial basis for
classifying the Vanniakula
Kshatriyas into one group to be
treated differentially from the re-
maining 115 communities within
the MBCs and Denotified
Communities, and therefore, the
2021 Act is in violation of Articles
14, 15 and 16. We uphold the judg-
ment of the High Court on this as-
pect,” the bench said. The top court
said though caste can be the basis
of internal reservation, it cannot
be the sole basis. "Accordingly,
while caste can be the starting
point for providing internal reser-
vation, it is incumbent on the State
Government to justify the rea-
sonableness of the decision and

demonstrate that caste is not the sole
basis," the bench said.

The bench said that as the 2021
Act dealt with sub-classification
and apportionment of certain per-
centage of reservation for the pur-
pose of determining the extent of

reservation of communities within
the MBCs and DNCs, it is a per-
missible exercise of power by the
State Government under Article 342-
A of the Constitution. "Prior to the
105th Amendment Act, what was
prohibited for the State to carry out

under Article 342-A is the identi-
fication of SEBCs, by inclusion
or exclusion of communities in
the Presidential list of SEBCs.

"It is clear that the exercise of
identification of MBCs and DNCs
had been completed by the State pur-
suant to the Tamil Nadu Backward
Classes, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Reservation of
seats in Educational Institutions and
of appointments or posts in the
Services under the State) Act Act,"
it said. The top court said that
providing internal reservation of
10.5 per cent from the 20 per cent
made available to MBCs and
Denotified Communities, would
definitely be to the detriment of
other communities, in the absence

of any exercise undertaken or any
findings arrived at to demonstrate
that members of the Vanniakula
Kshatriya community are unable
to compete with the remaining
communities.

With regard to the letter of
Justice Thanikachalam, Chairman
of the Tamil Nadu Backward
Classes Commission, which formed
the basis of the Reservation for

P

the Most Backward Classes and -

Denotified Communities Act, 2021,

the apex court said that the gov- ¢

ernment has committed an error
in accepting the recommendations
because it was based on the report

P

of the Chairman of the—

Janarthanam Commission, which
had relied on antiquated data.




One-quarter of

humanity -- two billion
people -- are living in conflict
areas today and the world is
facing the highest number of
violent conflicts since 1945
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A eavy i ti || Pak to issue ‘strong demarche’ on threat letter
The US must
‘ give up its Imran Thursday indicated ~ chaired the 37th meeting of the “The Committee decided that
excessive - : - . P
demands so that that he will not resi fmm Natlo'naISec.m"ltyC'omrmttee(NS.C) Pakistan will issue a strong gie-
strenuous efforts in 8” at Prime Mlnlstelj s House to dis- marqhe to the country in question
Vienna to get all the post desplte cussa cqntrovers1al letter spnt by both in Iglamabad and in the coun-
sides to return to losi .. d the Pakistan ambassador in that try's capital through proper chan-
their commitments under the 2015 osing majority an country, which according to Prime nel in keeping with diplomatic
nuclear deal will pay off insisted that he will face the  Minister Khan threatened to re- norms,” according to the statement.
. move him from office. The participants also endorsed
::ZT:L"FS:'E';: ':ADI‘;ILSLT'::IAN I vote Of no_conﬁdence which The meeting was attended by the Cabinet's decision in the Special
would take place Sunday Federal Ministers of Defence, Energy, Cabinet meeting held on March
Information and Broadcasting, 30 to take the parliament into con-
A new financial PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Interior, Finance, Human Rights,  subsequently conveyed. fidence through an in-camera brief-
‘ order will be Planning, Development and Special “The committee expressed grave  ing of the National Security
negotiated in Islamabad, March 31: Pakistan's  Initiatives, Chairman Joint Chiefs = concern at the communication, = Committee of the Parliament.
the world, and the top security body Thursday de-  of Staff Committee, Services Chiefs,  terming the language used by the The meeting comes a day after
West won't have the cided to issue a strong demarche  National Security Adviserandsen-  foreign official as undiplomatic,”  Khan shared some content of a
main say in it to a country, that it did not name,  ior officers. according to the statement. “The  letter - purportedly showing evi-
anymore over a “threatening letter” -- pur- Accordingtoastatementissued = Committee concluded thatthecom-  dence of a foreign conspiracy to
DMITRY MEDVEDEV | EX-RUSSIAN PRESIDENT portedly showing evidence of a by the Prime Minister's Office  munication amounted toblatantin-  oust his government - with his
foreign conspiracy to oust Imran  (PMO), NSA Moeed Yusuf briefed  terference inthe internal affairsof ~ cabinet members and a selected
Khan government -and expressed ~ the committee about the "formal  Pakistan by the country in question,  group of journalists. Khan waved
A peaceful, concern atthe undiplomaticcom-  communication of a senior offi-  which was unacceptable under  the purportedletter ata public rally
‘ stable, Wrecks of Russian Armoured Personnel Carriers (APC) and military vehicles =~ munication and "interference" in ~ cial of a foreign country" to  any circumstances.” The NSCde-  onMarch 27 and claimed that a for-
developed and on the front line near Kyiv reuters  its internal affairs. Pakistan'sambassador inthatcoun-  cided that the protest should be  eign conspiracy was afoot to re-
prosperous Prime Minister Imran Khan  tryinaformal meetingwhichwas  launched with that country:. move him from power.
Afghanistan is what ASSOCIATED PRESS confirmed “significant Russian
Afghans aspire to, shelling and missile strikes” around ° °
which serves the Kyiv, March 31: Heavy fighting  Chernihiv. The area's governor,
common interests of regional raged on the outskirts of Kyivand ~ Viacheslav Chaus, said Russian ‘/ {/ lll S ’ , l lth C Ould aC e s National Highways Authority of India
countries and the international other zones Thursday amid indi-  troops were on the move but may - D;%l Project Implementation Unit, Sambalpur, Sarlakani Chowk, Infront of St.John's
community cations the Kremlin is using talk  not be withdrawing. Russia's ° e School Near NH-§, Sakhipara Road, Sambalpur, Odisha-768006
X1 JINPING | CHINESE PRESIDENT of de-escalation as cover whilere-  Defense Ministry also reported CORRIGENDUM
groupingand resupplying itsforces  new strikes on Ukrainian fuel k Cade my e xp u l S lO n :SHcso?r}t(iJ?u:g o?r:‘i éf)),: ;hiliaozfgfcz% 232dve rtids eNNoi 11 01 420(1;;:1 ::lm b}‘fgggi
. . . andredeploying them forastepped-  stores late Wednesday, and U, o ang e :
Bitlen tapping Oil | upofinsie nessern Ui, Diimioficlassaid hre wee b okl et 6 ke S i
Ukrainian President Volodymyr  artillery barrages in and around the we could not have anticipated. While fixation of user fee rate of fee plaza at CH.190.050 near Rangamatia
reserve for 6 months Zelensky said in an early morn-  northeastern city of Kharkiv over we would like to clarify that Mr. Smith village both published in Dharitri and Orissapost on dtd.30.03.2022. The
. ing video address that Ukraine is  the past day. was asked to leave the ceremony and time and date of user fee collection for both the plaza may be read as
to control gas p"ces seeing “a buildup of Russian forces Despite the fighting raging in refused, we also recognize we could from 01.04.2022 to at 00.00hours instead of 01.04.2022 to at 08.00hours,
for new strikes on the Donbas,and  those areas, the Russian military have handled the situation differently;" All other fees stucture will remain unchanged. Ph. No. (0663) 2548966,
ASSOCIATED PRESS we are preparing for that." said it committed to a cease-fire the Academy said. Email: piusambalpur@nhai.org, nhaisambalpur@gmail.com
Meanwhile, a convoy of buses along the route from Mariupol to The statement from the Academy
Washington, March 31: President | headedtoMariupol inanotherbid the Ukraine-held city of didn't provide details about who asked .
Joe Biden is ordering the release | to evacuate people from the be-  Zaporizhzhia. Ukrainian Deputy Smith to leave. The Academy also
of 1 million barrels of oil per day | sieged port city after the Russian ~ Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk ~ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA apologized directly to Rock in the
from the nation's strategic petro- | military agreed toalimited cease-  said 45 buses would be sent to col- statement, as well as nominees, guests z
. leum reserve for six months, the | fireinthe area. Andanewround lect civilians who have suffered  Los Angeles, March 31: "Disciplinary ~ and viewers. While presenting the \f) Cf\ -
J~ White House said Thursday inabid | of talksaimed at stoppingthefight-  some of the worst privations of  proceedings" are underway against ~ Oscar for best feature documentary D (.an i \
to control energy prices thathave | ing was scheduled for Friday. the war. Food, water and medical ~ Will Smith for slapping ChrisRockat ~ on Sunday night, Rock cracked a joke
spiked after the U.S. and allies im- The Red Cross said its teams  supplieshaveallrunlowduringa  the Oscars, said the Academy of Motion ~ about Smith's actor-wife Jada Pinkett Notice Inviting Tender of uPVC/Aluminium works,
posed steep sanctions on Russia | wereheaded for Mariupol withre-  weeks long blockade and bom-  Picture Arts and Sciences, adding  Smith, who currently sports a shaved D Centre of Art, Bhubaneshwar (Extension)
over its invasion of Ukraine. lief and medical suppliesandhoped ~ bardment of the city Civilianswho  that the actor was asked to leave the ~ head due to alopecia. After appar-

The White House said Bidenis | tohelp pull civilians outof thebe-  have managed to leave have typi-  awards ceremony after the incidentbut ~ ently laughing at the quip, Smith Applications are invited for the uPVC/Aluminium
also calling on Congressto impose | leaguered city. Tens of thousands  cally doneso using private cars,but  refused to do so. walked up to the stage to slap Rock, window & aperture works of ID Centre of Art with built
financial penalties on oil and gas | have managed to get out in the  the number of drivable vehicles According to The Hollywood  which will go down as one of the most up area about 20.000 sa.ft. at AS Jagmara. near
companies that lease publiclands | pastfew weeks by way of human-  leftinthecity hasdwindledandfuel =~ Reporter, the Academy Wednesday  shocking incidents in Oscars history. P . 4 9.1t .. s !
butarentproducing Andheintends | itarian corridors, reducing the  is low. said through hisactions Smith violated ~ Smithlater wentontowin thebest | | Khandagiri Chakka, NH5, Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar.
to invoke the Defense Production | city's population from a prewar “It's desperately important that  its Standards of Conduct, "including  actor award for his performance in -

Act to encourage the mining of | 430,000 toan estimated 100,000,but  this operation takes place,” the  inappropriate physical contact, abu-  "King Richard". In his maiden Oscar Estimated Cost EarnestMoney | Cost of Tender
critical minerals for batteries inelec- | other efforts have been thwartedby ~ Red Cross said ina statement. “The  sive or threatening behavior; and com-  acceptance speech, he apologised to the of Works Deposit 2% Document,

tric vehicles, part of a broader | continued Russian attacks. lives of tens of thousands of peo-  promising the integrity of the  Academy and fellow nominees but (uPVC/ Alu.): quoted: to be paid online:
push to shift toward cleaner en- At the same time, Russian forces  ple in Mariupol depend on it.” Academy". didn't mention Rock. After outrage Rs. 13,00,000/- Rs. 26,000/- Rs. 1,500/-

ergy sources andreduce theuseof | shelled suburbs of the capitalthat ~ As the new evacuation attempt Inastatementreleased afteraBoard ~ and many condemnations, including Dita of Priblicats Dkt Dt 6t Gate of Tanid
fossil fuels. Ukraine recently retook control ~ wasannounced, evidenceemerged  of Governors meeting, the institu-  from the Academy, Smith took to ate ot Fublication s Laeo HhG IR LChuek

The actions demonstrate force- | of, aregional official said, twodays  thataRed Cross warehouseinthe  tion said the actor could face sus-  Instagram on Monday to publicly apol- Submjssion Opening -

/ fully that oil remains a key vul- | after the Kremlin announced it  city had been struck earlier this  pension, expulsion or other sanctions  ogise to Rock. "Violence in all of its 15.03.2022 1100 hrs, 1830 hrs, ~

nerability for the USathomeand | wouldsignificantly scalebackop- ~ month amid intense Russian  if theboard chooses to take actionat ~ forms is poisonous and destructive. 06.04.2022 06.04.2022
abroad. Higher prices have hurt | erationsnear Kyivandthenorth-  shelling. the next scheduled meeting April 18. My behavior at last night's Academy
Biden's approval domestically, while | ern city of Chernihiv to “increase In satellite pictures from Planet Smith will alsoreceive 15days'no- ~ Awards was unacceptable and in- Execution Timeline 60 days
alsoadding billions of oil-exportdol- | mutual trust and create conditions  Labs PBC, holescanbeseeninthe  tice of a vote as well asan opportunity ~ excusable... I would like to publicly
lars to the Russian war chestasit | for further negotiations.” roof, along with a painted red cross ~ to be heard by written response be-  apologize to you, Chris. I was out of For queries & tender document: spaces@jdcentreofart.org
wages war on Ukraine. _| Britain's Defence Ministryalso  on a white background. forehand. "Things unfolded inaway  line and I was wrong," he wrote. A20 VIP Colony, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar 751015
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P t ks end to Khashoggi trial in Turk

rOSECUTOr SeeKs ena to Ahasnoggi trial In furkey STATE BANK OF INDIA
STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH (SARB), Plot No.: 778, E'AU CTI ON
ASSOCIATED PRESS sible transfer of the file to the Saudiju-  cutor said that because the arrest war- F'rsg,:_'ﬂgf; g‘:#i;s;’;g%gg?g;s f;é‘;‘.jl’, izzldurgﬁggar%ggglzgggruan s A L E N O TI c E
~ dicialauthorities, the state-run Anadolu ~ rants cannot be executed and defense E-mail ID: sbi.05174@sbi.co.in

ﬁl“kar a, March t?’;' ’ghe %?Osect‘.‘tor n Age.fllgy r'jelported' Trial was adjourned Staltl‘fénents. cannot lbe.tal.‘er,}:ugﬁe cose SALE OF IMMOVABLE ASSETS CHARGED TO BANK UNDER SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF

e case against 26 Saudi nationals  until April 7. Wouid reman InconClusive In urkey. 1he FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002
charged in the slaying of Washington Post The private DHA news agency re-  development, comes as Turkey has been The undersigned as Authorized Officer of State Bank of India, has taken over Possession of the following property/ies u/s 13(4)
columnist Jamal Khashoggimadeasur-  ported that the prosecutor told the court  trying to normalise its relationship with of the SARFAESI Act. Public at large is informed that e-Auction (Under SARFAESI Act, 2002) of the charged property/ies in the
prise request Thursday that their trial ~ thatinaletter dated March 13, the Saudi ~ Saudi Arabia, which reached an all-time below mentioned cases for realisation of Bank's dues will be held on “AS IS WHERE 1S”, “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” AND
in absentia be suspended and the casebe  chief public prosecutor's officerequested ~ low following Khashoggi's grisly killing. “WHATEVER THERE IS” basis on 19.04.2022 and on the terms & conditions specified hereunder.
transferred to Saudi Arabia. that the proceedings in Turkey be trans- Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Date & Time of E-Auction: 19.04.2022 from 02.00 PM to 04.00 PM with unlimited extensions of 10 minutes each

The panel of judgesmadenorulingon  ferred to the Kingdom and that inter- ~Cavusoglu said in an interview on Outstanding Duesfor | _Reserve Price
the prosecutor's request but decidedthat  national warrants issued by Ankara Thursday that Saudi authorities were slI. Name & Address of Property Details & Name of Recovery of which EVID
aletter should be sent to Turkey's Justice  against the defendants be lifted. more cooperative on judicial issues No. Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) Owner of the property property/iesis/arebeing | BID Increment
Ministry seeking its opinion on the pos- Arguing for the transfer, the prose- with Turkey, but did not elaborate. [Sold/Demand Notice Date|  Amount

1. |Borrowers : 1) Smt. Sanjukta Pattnaik,|All that part and parcel of the %68,71,167/-
2) Mr. Prasant Kumar Pattanaik, Both are At: Flat[Property situated at Mouza:| as on 24.05.2021 | 779 24,000/
Protest near SL OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RWS&S DIVISION, KENDRAPARA| |  [No: 103, Shashwat Enclave, Alakapuri Main Road, |Goilundi, Tahasii: Bethampur, P.S.:with Further nerest &|—— e
At: Ichhapur, Post: Shree Baladevjew, E-mail: eerwsskendrapara@gmail.com Behind Govt. ITI, Berhampur glyanaipily i Seier, Incidental expenses, =
. . 4 i Khata No.: 1166/5297, Plot No.:| costs, charges etc. / 7 50,000/-
PI'ESIdent,S home Identification No. RWS/108/2021-2022 ) 604/9331,having Area: Ac. 0.049 dec. standing in the name of Smt. Sanjukta Pattnaik. 24.05.2021
LefinrNo. 2678 1st Corrigendum Hiled: 26.03.2024 2. [Borrower : Mr. V. Bikash Raju, C/o.: Mr. K.|Allthat partand parcel of the property| ~ ¥69,70,709/-
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA No. O-1897: This corrigendum has been made for the NIT-108 invited online vide this office letter No. 1750/ Nageswar Patro, Old Market Street, Ward No.:|situated at Mouza: Patrapur, Tahasil:| as on 31.03.2019
_ Dated 10.03.2022 with date for selling, closing, clarifiation and opening which was on Dt.29.03.2022 (selling 04, P.O.: Bhanjanagar, Dist.: Ganjam, Odisha,|Patrapur, Dist.: Ganjam, Odisha, | with Further interest | ¥30,89,000/-
Colombo, March 31: Police | [date), 12.04.2022 (closing date), 31.03.2022 (clarification date), 13.04.2022 (opening date) to be read as PIN: 761126 / Guarantor: Mr. V. Someswar Raju, | KNata No.: 354/856, Plot No.: 1696, & '"C'dema't ¥3,08,900/-
fired tear gasand water can- | 16.04.2022, 29.04.2022, 19.04.2022 and 30.04.2022 respectively and EMD @ 1% to be deposited online as At: Majhidera Street. P.O.: Patrapur, Via: Jarada, gf*a‘fr;gg Area: Ac. 0.022 dec.| expenses, cOsts, 250,000/
: : ; : ool : : _ ing in the name of Mr. V. charges etc. / '
nons at angry protesters the date of closing of tender falls on _2_9.04.202_2 as per the corrigendum for which EMD relaxation was upto Dist.: Ganjam, Odisha, PIN: 761004 Someswar Raju 03.04.2019
Thursday after they gath- 31.03.2022. All other terms and condition remain unaltered. - - .
A . Estimated Gost T : 3. |Borrower : M/s. Pradhan Construction, Prop.: Sri[All that part and parcel of the property 725 84.479/-
ered in front of the Sri sl ; EMD to be Cost of Period of Ranjan Kumar Pradhan, S/o.: Ladu Pradhan, / ist of Land & building situated at ‘29
Lankan President Gotabaya No. e R Ve (APP™.) RS. TN | e sosited Online | Tender Paper | Completion l . pradhs - Sri ] demsitioad uiaing Stiualoc 71 as on 22.08.2018

' : ! Lakhs po: p p Guarantor: Smt. Mamata Pradhan, W/o: Sri Ranjan | Mouza: Ramaswamypur, Sub Dist.:| with Further interest | ¥32,10,000/-
Rajapaksa's residence here Execution of 40 LPCD Retrofitling Kumar Pradhan, Both are at Plot No.: 252/1414, Forest | Paralakhemundi, Dist.: Gajapati, & Incidental 73.21,000-
Thursday clamouring for RPWS Scheme to Ramachandrapur Gate Road, Near Maa Santoshi Temple, P.O./ P.S.: [Odisha, Hal Khata No.: 92/757, Plot No.: | expenses, costs, =k
his resignation, as the is- T |under Marshaghai Block in the District| 52203 Rs.52500 Rs.10000 | 330 Days Paralakhemundi, Dist.; Gajapati, Odisha, PIN-761200, |252/1414, Area: Ac.0.018 dec,, Kissam:|  charges etc. / 50,000/
land nation continued to of Kendrapara. (JJM Funds) Gharabari, standing in the name of Smt. Mamata Pradhan, W/o.: Sri Ranjan Kumar Pradhan 23.08.2018
reel under its worst eco- OIPR 25004/11/0068/2122 Sd./- (Er. B.K. Nayak), Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara 4. |Borrower: Mrs. Rupali Maity, Flat No.: 209, 2nd |All that part and parcel of the ¥31,23,081/-
nomic crisis in decades. Floor, Block-B, Baishnodevi Enclave, At:|property consisting of Flat No.:| as on 28.07.2021

Aforeign exchange crunch GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA Panchagaon, Bhubaneswar - 751002 209, 2nd Floor, Block- B, Type-[with Further interest & ¥ 27,65,000/-
in Sri Lanka has led to a OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER 2BR, Measuring carpet Area:857 sqft, Built Area: 1010sgft, Super Built-up Area: Incterital expensesf, % 2,76,500/-
shortage of essential goods KALAHANDI RWS&S DIVISION. BHAWANIPATNA 1300 sqft of the Apartment named & style as “BAISHNODEVI ENCLAVE”, Dist.. | %08t5,G0a"9eS &0 /™" 5 oqg/.
such as fuel. Protestors e-mail:eerwsskld@gmail.com, eerwss_kld@nic.in, Phone No.06670-230784 Khordha, §.R.0.: Jatni, Mouza: Panchagaon, Khata No.: 469/409, Plot No.: 390,
shouted slogans, directing INVITATION OF éID THRC H -'TENDE IN Area: Ac0.555 Dec., Full Plot & Khata No.:469/408, Plot No.: 392, Area: Ac0.115 Dec., Total one
their ire against what they . s - S g !Vlc:uza Two Khatas, Two Plots & Total Ar_ejr:l AC_O 670 _Dec:_ Kissam: Gharz_&barl The Area trans!e!red

. . _ Bid Identification No- 120/EE/RWSS/2021-22 /Bpt Dated.29.03.2022 in favour of the Purchaser being the undivided impartible interest measuring Ac.0.010.10 Dec., i.e.,
Egricr%lgg arsogslfrbnlisﬂifr?aksj No.0-1901: 01.Name of the work :- As pi\r:ra:?:(uo?fe;:er P 440 sqgft out of Ac. 0.670 Dec., with Building thereon Standing in the name of Mrs. Rupali Maity
rnegntthat%as exaoerbatedgri Procurement Officer mentiﬁgzon o :,iddin'gf ity lo:]yl E?; :;ifgalJleE;'g)Q Properties of Sl No. 1 & 2 are under Physical Possesion and for SL. No. 3 & 4 are under Symbolic possesion
Lanka's foreign-exchange : From To Date & Time of inspection of the property : 13.04.2022, Between 11.00 AM to 04.00PM X
woes. “No petrol, no gas, 1 120/SE7 3 3 0442022 16 0452022 STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE TO BORROWER/GUARANTORS FOR SUBSEQUENT SALE £
no milk powder, no elec- | (| Superintending Engineer, Kalahandi| o\ veq 2051 25 jpt| 94042022 | oesgom | 10,00 AM. UNDER RULE 8(6) & 9(1) AS PER AMENDED SARFAESIACT, 2002. C
tliiCitY(;, “Go home Gota”, RWSRE Division, Bhawanipatng | 5o 26030000 | 10004 M. onwards For Registration and Login & Biding rules visit:https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp|
Evsghgfﬁglg%vgﬁgﬁgﬁ g:rstthzr, ;eer;::; 22?;:?::&:::1 ?:L':?p':zirree:: ::ls :}ZTt;al http:/itenderodisha.gov.in. For detailed Terms & Conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in the State Bank of India, Secured Creditor )
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03 CAD widens to 2.7% of GDP

Government of

\cayuoteR b
b

appropriate action,
as deemed fit,
including supporting
initiatives for
releases from SPR, for mitigating
market volatility and calming the
rise in crude oil prices

LI

i

RAMESWAR TELI | MINISTER OF STATE FOR
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS
Within the time
‘ frame of 18-24
months we =
want to be IPO-ready, ’
which means the kﬁ
shape of our P&L ‘
(Profit and Loss), our
systems and associated processes, we
want to be robust and mature in those
VAMSI KRISHNA |
CEO AND CO-FOUNDER, VEDANTU
With proven
‘ technology
capabilities and
deep customer trust
enjoyed by the two
brands (Airtel & Tech
Mahindra), we
believe this is a win-win partnership
GANESH LAKSHMINARAYANAN |
CEO-ENTERPRISE BUSINESS, BHARTI AIRTEL
SHORT TAKES
B Infra sector output
rises by 58% in Feb
New Delhi: Production of
eight infrastructure sectors
expanded by 5.8 per cent in
February against a
contraction of 3.3 per cent in
the same month last year on
better show by coal, natural
gas, refinery products and
cement industries, according
to official data released
Thursday. Production of
crude oil and fertiliser
declined in February this
year. The core sector
industries had grown by 4 per
cent in January. The growth
rate of the eight
infrastructure sectors — coal,
crude oil, natural gas,
refinery products, fertilisers,
steel, cement and electricity
— stood at 11 per cent during
April-February this fiscal, as
against a negative growth
rate of 8.1 per cent during the
same period last fiscal.
According to the data,
production of coal rose by 6.6
per cent, natural gas by 12.5
per cent, refinery products by
8.8 per cent, and cement by 5
per cent in February.

......................................

ONGC share sale
fully subscribed

New Delhi: The government’s
1.5 per cent stake sale in
ONGC got fully subscribed,
ensuring 3,000 crore to the
exchequer that is to be
accounted for in the next
fiscal. The government is
selling up to 1.5 per cent of
its stake in the country’s top
oil and gas producer ONGC
at a floor price of ¥159 per
share. The Offer-For-Sale
(OFS), which opened for
retail investors on Thursday,
received bids for over 1.33
crore shares. This represents
71 per cent of the total issue
size of over 1.88 crore
shares. The unsubscribed
portion of retail investors
will be allotted to
institutional buyers, who
Wednesday put in bids worth
34,854 crore, which is three-
and-half times their quota.

......................................

GAIL to buy back
5.7 crore shares

New Delhi: GAIL (India) Ltd
Thursday said it will buy
back about 5.7 crore shares
for 31,083 crore as it looks to
use its healthy balance sheet
to reward shareholders for
the second time in as many
years. GAIL had in 2020-21
spent %1,046.35 crore on a
similar share buyback. The
board of directors of GAIL
approved the “buyback of
about 5.70 crore shares at the
rate of 3190 per share
aggregating to about 1,083
crores (excluding taxes),” the
company said in a statement.
The buyback price of equity
shares is at a 24 per cent
premium over Wednesday’s
close price at NSE.

REUTERS

Mumbai, March 31: India’s cur-
rent account deficit widened in
the three months to December,
mainly on the back the higher
trade deficit, the Reserve Bank of
India said Thursday.

The country’s current account
deficit (CAD) stood at $23 billion or
2.7% of GDP in the third quarter
of fiscal year 2021/22, compared
with a deficit of $2.2 billion or 0.3%
of GDP as year earlier.

In the preceeding quarter, the
shortfall stood at $9.9 billion or
1.3% of GDP, RBI data showed.

“The widening of CAD in
Q3:2021-22 was mainly on account
of higher trade deficit,” the RBI said.
Net services receipts increased
both sequentially and on a year-on-
year (y-0-y) basis, on the back of ro-
bust performance of net exports of
computer and business services.

“We expect the current account
deficit to recede somewhat in Q4
FY2022, to around $17-$21 billion,
with the third wave temporarily cur-
tailing certain imports,” said Aditi
Nayar, chief economist at ICRA, re-
ferring to a surge in coronavirus

D

I will assure all the

bb

WOMEN-LED MSMEs SURGE 75%

The number of women-led micro,
small and medium enterprises in
India has increased substantially by
over 75 per cent in FY22 to 8.59 lakh
units, against 4.9 lakh units in the
previous fiscal, Parliament was
informed Thursday

honourable members that
within two years the cost of electric
two-wheelers, electric three-wheelers
and electric four-wheelers will be
equivalent to the cost of petrol
vehicles and the country will change

", NITIN GADKARI |
"' ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS MINISTER

External debt rose
to $614.9 billion

New Delhi: India’s external debt rose by
$11.5 billion to $614.9 billion in the three
months ended December 2021, the
finance ministry said Thursday. The exter-
nal debt to GDP ratio fell marginally to 20
per cent at the end of December last year
from 20.3 per cent at the end of
September 2021. According to India’s
Quarterly External Debt Report for quarter
ended December 2021, the country’s
external debt was placed at $614.9 billion,
recording an increase of $11.5 billion over
its level at the end of September 2021.
“India’s external debt continues to be sus-
tainable and prudently managed,” it said.

Private transfer receipts, mainly
remittances by overseas Indians,
rose 13.1% on the year

Net foreign direct investment
showed an inflow of $5.1 billion,
lower than $17.4 billion in the
same quarter

Balance of payments stood at a
small surplus of $0.5 billion in the
third quarter of the financial year

infections. The central bank said
net services receipts increased
both sequentially and on year-on-
year basis on the back of the robust
performance of net exports of com-
puter and business services.
Private transfer receipts, mainly
remittances by overseas Indians,
rose 13.1% on the year, while net for-
eign direct investment showed an
inflow of $5.1 billion, lower than
$17.4 billion in the same quarter a
year ago. The country’s balance

of payments stood at a small sur-
plus of $0.5 billion in the third
quarter of the financial year, com-
pared with a surplus of $32.5 bil-
lion a year earlier.

“If the ongoing geo-political ten-
sions between Ukraine and Russia
push up the average price of the
Indian crude oil basket in FY2023
to $105/barrel, then the CAD (cur-
rent account deficit) is projected to
widen to US$90-95 billion,” Nayar
said.

Govt to borrow 78.45L crore

New Delhi: The Union government is looking to raise ¥8.45 lakh
crore through borrowing in the first half of 2022-23 to fund the
revenue gap for reviving the economy, the Finance Ministry
said Thursday. Out of gross market borrowing of ¥14.31 lakh
crore estimated for FY2022-23, %8.45 lakh crore is planned to
be borrowed in the first half (H1), an official statement said.
As per the Budget document, the gross market borrowing
through dated securities for 2022-23 is ¥14,95,000 crore. Taking
into account the switch operations conducted on January 28,
2022, the gross market borrowing through dated securities for
2022-23 is expected at ¥14,31,352 crore, it said. I

I Fiscal deficit touched 82.7% of target in February

New Delhi: The Centre's fiscal deficit at the end of February stood at 82.7 per cent of the full
year budget target, mainly on account of higher expenditure, according to government data
released Thursday. In the last financial year, the fiscal deficit or gap between the expenditure
and revenue was 76 per cent of the Revised Estiamate (RE) of 2020-21. In actual terms, the
deficit stood at 13,16,595 crore at the end of February this year, as per the data released by
the Controller General of Accounts (CGA). The central government’s total receipts stood at
¥18.27 lakh crore or 83.9 per of the RE of Budget 2021-22. It was 88.2 per cent of the RE of
2020-21 in the corresponding period. The government’s total expenditure was at ¥31.43 lakh
crore or 83.4 per cent of the current year’s RE. It was 81.7 per cent of RE in the corresponding
period last financial year. The government expects the fiscal deficit to be at 6.9 per cent of
the GDP or %15.91 lakh crore in the current financial year ending March 31, 2022.

FOR Q1 OF FY23

No change in NSC,
PPF interest rates

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: The gov-
ernment Thursday kept interest
rates on small savings schemes, in-
cluding NSC and PPE, unchanged
for the first quarter of 2022-23 due
to an elevated level of inflation.
The interest rate has not been revised
since the first quarter of 2020-21.

Public Provident Fund (PPF)
and National Savings Certificate
(NSC) will continue to carry an
annual interest rate of 7.1 per cent
and 6.8 per cent, respectively, in
the first quarter.

“The rate of interest on vari-
ous small savings schemes for the
first quarter of the financial year
2022-23, starting from April 1, 2022,
and ending on June 30, 2022, shall
remain unchanged from the current
rates applicable for the fourth quar-
ter (January 1, 2022, to March 31,
2022) for FY 2021-22,” the finance
ministry said in a notification.

Interest rates for small savings
schemes are notified on a quar-
terly basis.

The one-year term deposit
scheme will continue to earn an in-
terest rate of 5.5 per cent in the
first quarter of the next fiscal,
while the girl child savings scheme
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana ac-
count will earn 7.6 per cent.

The interest rate on the five-
year senior citizens’ savings scheme
will be retained at 7.4 per cent. The
interest on the senior citizens’
scheme is paid quarterly.

The interest rate on savings de-
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posits will continue to be 4 per cent
per annum.

Term deposits of one to five
years will fetch an interest rate in
the range of 5.5-6.7 per cent, to be
paid quarterly, while the interest
rate on five-year recurring deposits
will earn a higher interest of 5.8 per
cent.

Recently, the Provident Fund
(PF) rate was reduced to a four-
decade low of 8.1 per cent for 2021-
22 from 8.5 per cent.

Defending the proposal to cut
interest rate paid on employees’
provident fund deposits, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
earlier this month, said the rate
is dictated by today’s realities where
interest rate on other small sav-
ing instruments was even lower.

Sitharaman had also cited the
comparative prevailing interest
rates of other schemes saying
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana offers
7.6 per cent, Senior Citizen saving
scheme (7.4 per cent) and PPF (7.1
per cent) while SBI's 5-10 year fixed

e

deposits gives 5.50 per cent.

Spicefet settles $24 million  Natural gas price doubled to record levels
dispute with Credit Suisse

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: SpiceJet
Thursday said it has settled its
commercial dispute worth around
$24 million with Swiss financial
services company Credit Suisse,
with the low-cost airline agreeing
to pay the settlement amount over
amutually agreed period of time.

“With regard to the dispute pend-
ing between Credit Suisse and
Spicedet Limited, we would like
to inform that the parties have
now reached an in-principle com-
mercial settlement of the dispute
and the process of documentation
is underway,” SpicedJet said in a
statement.

Credit Suisse had filed a case in
the Madras High Court alleging
that SpiceJet failed to honour its
commitment to pay the bills for
over $24 million raised by it to-
wards maintenance, repairing, and

S BEBIEL

overhauling of the aircraft engines
and components.

The high court in December 2021
ordered winding up the airline.
SpicedJet then moved the Supreme
Court, which January 28 stayed
the high court order and granted
three weeks to the budget carrier
toresolve the commercial dispute.

“SpiceJet had already deposited
$5 million on the direction of the
Hon'ble Madras High Court in the
Credit Suisse case and there is no
adverse financial liability on the
company,” the statement said.

The settlement involves pay-
ment of settlement amount over
amutually agreed period of time,
it mentioned. As per the state-
ment, the settlement with Credit
Suisse follows Spicedet’s successful
settlements with De Havilland
Aircraft of Canada Limited,
Boeing, aircraft lessors CDB
Aviation and Avolon.

Snicalat

Reliance defen

REUTERS

New Delhi, March 31: India’s top
retailer, Reliance, has privately de-
fended an abrupt takeover of the
stores of debt-laden rival Future
Retail, saying mounting dues of
$634 million compelled it to act be-
yond expectations, a company let-
ter shows.

The takeover was part of the
race to dominate a $900-billion re-
tail sector that set off a bitter dis-
pute in which India’s Supreme
Court will decide whether Reliance
or Amazon.com Inc gets to scoop
up Future’s assets.

The March 8 letter, seen by
Reuters, reveals for the first time
Reliance’s stance on the events of
the night of Feb 25, when staff sud-

denly showed up at many of its
rival’s stores to take control over
missed lease payments.

That move stunned not only
Future but also Amazon, which
has cited violation of certain con-
tracts to legally block, since 2020,
a $3.4-billion deal between the two
Indian giants.

In the letter, Reliance said it
went “well and truly beyond what
can be expected” to keep Future
“out of harm’s way,” as it took
“significant steps” to ensure busi-
ness continuity at Future and
make sure there was “no imped-
iment” to their deal.

These steps included financial
support of %48 billion ($634 mil-
lion), comprising 11 billion rupees
of unpaid lease rentals and 37 bil-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: The gov-
ernment Thursday more than dou-
bled the price of natural gas that
is used to produce electricity, make
fertilisers, turned into CNG and
piped to household kitchens for
cooking, on the back of a spike in
global energy prices.

The price of gas produced from
old regulated fields, such as the
nation’s largest gas field of Bassein
of ONGC, will rise to a record high
of $6.10 per million British thermal
unit (mmBtu) from the current
$2.90 per mmBtu, according to the
oil ministry’s Petroleum Planning
and Analysis Cell (PPAC).

The new price, which is likely to
result in a hike in CNG and piped
cooking gas rates, will be for six

months beginning April 1. Petrol
and diesel prices have been raised
nine times in the last 10 days, to-
talling 6.4 per litre while cooking
gas LPG rates too have gone up by

750 per cylinder. The latest gas
price hike will further fuel inflation.

The rate applicable to newer
and difficult fields such as ones of
Reliance Industries Ltd in deepsea

The price of gas will rise to a record
high of $6.10/mmBtu from the
current $2.90/mmBtu

These are the highest prices ever
paid to Indian gas producers

KG-D6 block, will get $9.92 per
mmBtu for April-September as

compared to current $6.13 per -~

mmBtu, the PPAC notification said.

The government sets the price
of gas every six months -- April
1 and October 1 - each year based
on rates prevalent in gas surplus
nations such as the US, Canada
and Russia. The increase in gas
price is likely to result in a 10-15
per cent rise in CNG and piped
cooking gas rates in cities such as
Delhi and Mumbai, industry
sources said.

BIZ BUZZ

IMFA seeks nomations for 30th Ekalabya Puraskar '22

HDFC Bank’s assistance to Kendrapara DHH

Bhubaneswar: In a welcome effort by

HDFC Bank Parivartan, CSR wing of the
leading bank, high end ICU equipment &%

and motorised beds were handed over
to CDMO Dr Anita Patnaik in presence
of ADMO and other senior officials at

Kendrapara New District Headquarters

Hospital (DHH). Notably, HDFC Bank is
the leading bank in CSR activities in
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Odisha. Kendrapara Collector Amrit Ruturaj’s developmental initiative and
coordination helped in getting the noble cause fulfilled. Ruturaj was handed
over the Memorandum Letter by HDFC Bank Vice President Animesh Biswal,
Government Business Head Sanjib Mohapatra and Branch Manager Prasanta

Mishra. HDFC Bank has been continuously pushing forward to reach out to the

most vulnerable and marginalised communities through its Parivartan wing.

HDFC Bank Parivartan provided three ventilators, five motorised ICU beds, five

5-channel patient monitors, five infusion pumps and three defibrillators.
CONCERN India Foundation was the NGO partner who supplied all equipment.

takeover of Future Retail stores

. T

— =

lion of working capital.
Over months, Reliance had taken
over the leases of more than 900 of

- <y T el
Future’s 1,500 stores, while still al-
lowing the company to run them.
As Future proved unable to pay

Bhubaneswar: Indian Metals Public Charitable Trust

(IMPaCT), managed by IMFA Group invites
nominations for prestigious Ekalabya Puraskar-2022.
Ekalabya Puraskar is the annual sports award for
outstanding young sportsperson of Odisha which

lmfa

carries a cash prize of ¥5 lakh. Besides the main

award two citation awards are also given which carry prize of ¥50,000/-
each. Interested candidates, below 25 years of age as March 31, 2022, could
send their nominations through sports organistaions/boards/associations,
universities, colleges and schools within the state. The submitted
application should state clearly, supported by evidence, and proof of age,
events performance history at State, National and International level sports
competitions in the past two years i.e. from 1st April 2020 to 31st March
2022, said the company release. The nominations must reach Ekalabya
Puraskar, IMPaCT, IMFA Building, Bomikhal, Bhubaneswar-751010 latest by
May 31, 2022. Alternatively, nominations can be e-mailed to
ekalabya@imfa.in in which case the supporting documents must be sent
separately to the postal address mentioned above, it added.

Reliance took over Future stores in
‘compelling circumstances’

Months-long fight with Amazon
over Future assets

Reliance’s sudden takeover of
stores spooked Future, Amazon

Firm helped Future, acted as dues
unpaid-letter

outstanding dues and losses in its
retail operations swelled, Reliance
faced “compelling circumstances”
and decided to exercise its legal
right to take over the stores, the let-
ter added.

Future, which is staring at bank-
ruptcy as its losses grow, has pre-
viously called Reliance’s move
“drastic and unilateral”.

Before Amazon blocked it,
Reliance, led by India’s richest
man, Mukesh Ambani, had pro-
posed a $3.4-billion deal to buy
Future’s retail, wholesale and lo-
gistics operations, as well as some
other businesses.

But following Reliance’s abrupt
takeover of its stores, Future sought
several assurances in a March 2 let-
ter, also seen by Reuters, asking if
Reliance would stick to the deal

~

without changing its value or terms. -

In itsresponse March 8, Reliance
said Future’s request for assur-
ances had to be seen “in the light
of the rapidly evolving circum-
stances”.

C

It added, “As and when the#

scheme (deal) is implemented, it will
be in accordance with its terms.”
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INDIA EYE BEST-EVER FINISH AT JR WC -

Pegula enters
semifinals at
Miami Open

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Miami Gardens, March 31: Forget three-setters.
These days, Jessica Pegula doesn’t even need sec-
ond sets. The No.16 seed has made the semifi-
nals at the Miami Open, benefiting from a second
consecutive abrupt ending. She won her quar-
terfinal against fifth-seeded Paula Badosa
Wednesday;, after the Spaniard retired five games
into the first set.

Pegula has played four matches so far in this
tournament, needing only 5 1/2 sets to record
those victories. She had a first-round bye, won her
next two matches in straight sets and her fourth-
round match ended when unseeded Anhelina
Kalinina retired after Pegula won the first set 6-
0. Then came Wednesday, when Badosa bowed out
down 4-1.

Badosa— who was No.71 in the world rankings
at this time last year — will climb to a career-best
No.3 when the computer numbers are updated
Monday. She would have gone to No.2 had she
beaten Pegula.

Pegula will next face No.2 Iga Swiatek — who
becomes No.1 in the world rankings next week —
in Thursday night’s semifinals. Swiatek ousted
No.28 Petra Kvitova 63, 6-3 in the last women'’s quar-
terfinal.

The other women’s semifinal is Thursday af-
ternoon, when No.22 Belinda Bencic will face
unseeded Naomi Osaka.

The quick end of the Pegula-Badosa match
meant the stadium court sat empty for nearly
two hours, until No.9 Jannik Sinner — a finalist
in Miami last year — faced unseeded Francisco
Cerundolo in a men’s quarterfinal. And after 22
minutes, that match was over — also in just five
games. Cerundolo advanced when Sinner, down
4-1, retired with a blister on his right foot.

In the late men’s quarterfinal, sixth-seeded
Casper Ruud earned a semifinal matchup with
Cerundolo. Ruud beat an ailing No.2 seed Alexander
Zverev 6-3, 1-6, 6-3.

City, Liverpool wade
into title-race finale

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, March 31: The final international
break is over. The remaining games are right
there in front of them. The starting gun is about
to be fired on another sprint to the line between
Manchester City and Liverpool in the Premier
League.

Saturday marks the beginning of a six-week fight
for the title between two teams that have domi-
nated English soccer over the past five years and
set a new bar when it comes to what’s required
to win the league.

And here they are again, back as the top two
and separated by just one point with nine matches
to go — one of which sees them face each other
in what could be the defining match of the sea-
son.

City, the defending champion, holds the lead —
as it has done since the end of December — but
an advantage that was as large as 14 points in mid-
January, when Liverpool had games in hand, has
shrunk to such an extent that Jurgen Klopp’s
team might be some people’s favorites.

Liverpool have fewer losses — two—and is on
anine-match winning run in the league. Heading
into April, Liverpool has already won the League
Cup and is still alive in the FA Cup and the
Champions League. The unprecedented quadru-
ple, amazingly, remains on.

City have won three of the last four league ti-
tles — and five of the last 10— and has pedigree
in mounting strong finishes. Their players know
how to finish the job off.

Crucially, City have home advantage in their
April 10 showdown with Liverpool at Etihad
Stadium. Avoid defeat and few would be sur-
prised if Guardiola’s team wins its other matches.

It promises to be a riveting finale between two
closely matched teams. City is at home and un-
beaten in the teams’ last four meetings. Liverpool
has the momentum. It’s a tough one to calland a
draw might be the best bet. That would suit City
more, keeping the destiny of the title in its hands,
and Guardiola has curbed his attacking instincts
to set his team up more compactly in the big
games over the last two seasons.

If, however, the match turns out being more chaotic,
Liverpool has the firepower to pull off victory. The
availability of Alexander-Arnold, Liverpool’s most cre-
ative player despite being a right back, could be key.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Potchefstroom, March 31: The pres-
ence of three Olympians, including
skipper Salima Tete, will certainly be an
advantage for the Indian hockey team
when it competes at the FTH Women'’s
Junior World Cup, beginning here Friday.

Apart from Tete, mid-fielder Sharmila
Devi and striker Lalremsiami were part
of the senior team which finished fourth
at the Tokyo Olympics.

The Indian team will begin its cam-
paign in Pool D against Wales Saturday be-
fore taking on formidable Germany Sunday.
The Indians will then take on Malaysia in
the final pool match before the quarterfi-
nal round which starts April 8.

The 20-year-old Salima is a vital cog
in the Indian midfield. She has already
proved her capabilities in the success-
ful Olympics campaign.

Her swiftness is a treat to watch. She
mesmerised with her brilliant runs in
the bronze medal match against Great
Britain, earning three penalty corners,
albeit in a losing cause.

Lalresiami, the first woman Olympian
from Mizoram, is a nimble-footed striker;
known for quick and poaching move-
ments inside the opposition circle.

The 20-year-old Sharmila, also an en-
ergetic forward, has impressed all with
her brilliant runs from both the flanks
during the Olympics. She also scored a
goal in India’s pool stage match against

Great Britain.

The coveted quadrennial tournament,
which was originally scheduled for
December, was postponed due to the
Omicron-threat in South Africa.

“There is a lot of excitement among
the players. Everyone has worked so
hard for this moment and used the post-
ponement to gain better exposure, im-
prove as a team so we can put up our best
performance here,” said Tete, who had
led the U-18 team to a silver medal at the
Youth Olympics in 2018.

Highlighting the team’s preparations,
the Indian skipper said: “Coming here
early has helped us tremendously. We
have been able to get a good amount of
training sessions here which has helped

in acclimatising to the weather.

“It gets very warm and humid during
the day. It definitely helped to have our
last camp before coming here in
Bhubaneswar where we trained in quite
hot conditions.”

The squad also boasts of vice-cap-
tain Ishika Chaudhary, goalkeeper Bichu
Devi Kharibam, defender Akshata Abaso
Dekhale and Sangita Kumari, who made
their senior India debut recently at the
FIH Hockey Pro League matches against
Germany.

The Indian team also played two
warm-up matches against England and
Netherlands with both the games end-
ing in a draw.

India, who have appeared in four edi-
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tions of the junior global event, claimed
their best finish in 2013 with a bronze.
The team did not qualify for the last
edition of the tournament,

Going by form and current stand-
ings, India are expected to qualify for
quarterfinal alongside Germany from
their pool. The Netherlands, who are
the most successful team at the event with
three titles, are placed in Pool A while
defending champions Argentina are in
Pool C.

It remains to be seen if lack of in-
ternational exposure, going into the
tournament, hurts as they have hardly
played any international events in the
last two years, owing to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
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KKR promise bold
game against PBKS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 31: Kolkata
Knight Riders are expected to
continue with their risk-tak-
ing approach despite mixed
returns when they on Punjab
Kings (PBKS) in the IPL here
Friday.

KKR head into Friday’s
game at the back of a three-
wicket loss against RCB though
managed to make the game
close after a below-par total.

Punjab began their cam-
paign with a win but they
would expecting a better bowl-
ing effort after conceding
more than 200 runs in their
first game. South Africa speed-
ster Kagiso Rabada is ex-
pected to play after complet-
ing his three-day quarantine
and that will give a big boost
to the Punjab attack.

Batting at the Wankhede,
where the track is relatively
fresh, has not been easy as
seen in the two games played
at the venue so far.

It may be early days in the
two-month long IPL but the
toss is already playing a sig-
nificant role in the game’s
outcome with dew coming
into picture in the second
half of the game.

Kolkata’s openers, Ajinkya
Rahane and the attacking
Venkatesh Iyer perished
cheaply against RCB and the
duo would be looking to pro-
vide a strong start to the team.

While skipper Shreyas Iyer,
who has been in good form de-
spite the failure against RCB,
would be an important cog in
the wheel, but would need
support from the likes of
Nitish Rana.

For left-handed Rana, con-
sistency would be the key.
Apart from the duo, the re-
sponsibility in the middle

order needs to be shouldered
by Sam Billings, Sheldon
Jackson and the big-hitting
Andre Russell.

The KKR line-up has bat-
ters who can tear into any
attack and the management
would hope that they all fire
in unison against Punjab.

On the bowling front, pacer
Umesh Yadav was splendid in
both the games with the new
ball. Experienced Kiwi bowler
Tim Southee, who replaced
Shivam Mavi and picked up
three wickets, too has a key
role to play upfront.

The concern for Kolkata
would be the form of spin-
ner Varun Chakaravarthy,
who needs to hit the straps
quickly.

For Punjab, a lot would
rest on how their top three -
skipper Mayank Agarwal,
flamboyant Shikhar Dhawan
and Sri Lankan Bhanuka
Rajapaksa, who played a
match-winning cameo against
RCB, perform.

While head coach Anil
Kumble would expect more
contributions from the mid-
dle order, the likes of Odean
Smith and Shahrukh Khan
proved their mettle when
they steered the side home
against RCB and would be
keen to be among the runs
again. It remains to be seen
if U-19 World Cup star Raj
Bawa, who failed on IPL
debut, gets another chance.

Punjab bowlers came up
against amarauding Faf Du
Plessis in the first game and
the likes of Sandeep Sharma,
Arshdeep Singh and Odean
Smith would need to up their
game against KKR. The eight
overs from spin duo of Rahul
Chahar and Harpreet Brar
could also make a difference
in the game.

Powar’s term ends
as eves team coach

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: Indian
women’s team head coach
Ramesh Powar’s contract has
expired at the conclusion of
the side’s campaign in the
ICC World Cup and he might
have to reapply for the post as
per BCCI rules.

The disastrous World Cup
campaign could also lead to
a radical shift in women’s
cricket, with National Cricket
Academy (NCA) head VVS
Laxman taking an active part
in mentoring the next batch
of the country’s cricketers.
The team failed to make the
semifinals of the ongoing
tournament.

Powar had replaced WV
Raman, who had guided the
team into the T20 World Cup
final in 2020. “Powar’s con-
tract was till World Cup.
There is no provision for ex-
tension. So the entire process
starts with applications and
interviews. Powar can cer-
tainly reapply and CAC

(Cricket Advisory
Committee), as per the con-
stitution, will take a call,” a
senior BCCI source told this
agency on the condition of
anonymity.

Eyebrows were raised after
Raman wasn'’t given a sec-
ond term after a good show
with the team and Powar,
who had a chequered history
with skipper Mithali Raj, was
brought back.

With the inaugural U-19
women’s T20 World Cup
scheduled next year, the
BCCI is keen on preparing
the next batch of players,
with Laxman playing a big-
ger role in formulating a
model for long-term suc-
cess. One of the major con-
cerns is finding veteran fast
bowler Jhulan Goswami’s
replacement.

Laxman, and the men’s
team head coach Rahul
Dravid, who had drawn up
the NCA module, is ex-
pected to be consulted going
forward.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 31: Evin Lewis
(5510, 23b, 6x4, 3x6) and Quinton
de Kock (61, 45b, 9x4) were excel-
lent with the bat helping new en-
trants Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) register their maiden vic-
tory in the Indian Premier League
- a six-wicket win over Chennai
Super Kings - here, Thursday.

Chasing a massive target of
211, LSG openers - skipper KL
Rahul (40, 26b, 2x4, 3x6) and De
Kock - provided a fiery start
adding 99 runs in 10 overs. Dwayne
Pretorius (2/31) broke the stand
dismissing Rahul.

Then a couple of quick wickets
restricted LSG to 139/3 in 15th
over. However, Lewis continued his
assault on CSK bowlers and guided
his side home in the final over.
Deepak Hooda (13) and Ayush
Badoni (19 n o), who struck the
winning run, also chipped with
crucial innings.

Earlier, Robin Uthappa (50, 27b,
8x4, 1x6) turned back the clock
with his beautiful yet brutal assault
before his colleagues joined the
party to propel CSK to 210/7.

Uthappa scored a fluent half
century to give CSK a solid start

before Shivam Dube made 49 (30D,
5x4, 2x6), while skipper Ravindra
Jadeja (17) and MS Dhoni (16 n 0),
who slammed two fours and a six,
provided the final flourish to en-
sure that the four-time champions
have plenty of runs on the board.

Young leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi
(2/24) did a tremendous job with
the wet ball in an otherwise insipid
performance by the Super Giants’
bowling unit. Andrew Tye (2/41)
managed to pick two wickets in his
final over.

Put in to bat, Uthappa looked
like a man on a mission as he
slammed Avesh Khan (2/38) for
back-to-back boundaries off the
first two balls of the innings.

With the ball coming nicely
onto the bat, he smashed it all
over the park. CSK were dealt a
blow when a direct hit by Bishnoi
from backward point marked the
end of Ruturaj Gaikwad (1), who
was well short of the crease in
the third over.

But Uthappa, and new man
Moeen Ali (35), continued the as-
sault by dealing only in fours and
sixes. The Super Giants bowlers
had no answer for the duo as CSK
raced to 73/1 at the end of the
Powerplay.
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LEWIS DE KOCK LIFT LSG

It was Bishnoi again who gave
the second breakthrough when
he trapped Uthappa leg before
with a quick delivery, soon after
the batter reached his fifty.

Dube picked up from where
Uthappa left, cracking three bound-
aries off Dushmantha Chameera
(0749), who struggled with his
line, in the ninth over. It was a
bad day for the Sri Lankan as he
repeatedly fumbled with the ball
in the field, giving away easy
boundaries.

With the bowlers struggling
after getting nothing from the
wicket, sloppy fielding made mat-
ters worse for LSG. Dube and
Ambati Rayudu (27), then, shared
a 60-run stand to keep CSK on
course for a big total.

BRIEF SCORES
Chennai Super Kings 210/7
(Robin Uthappa 50, Shivam
Dube 49, Moeen Ali 35, Ambati
Rayudu 27; Ravi Bishnoi 2/24,
Avesh Khan 2/38, Andrew
Tye 2/41) lost to
Lucknow Super Giants 211/4
(Quinton de Kock 61, Evin
Lewis 55 n o, KL Rahul 40;
Dwayne Pretorius 2/31)
by 6 wickets.

SPOIRTS

Fit-again Surya ]01ns 3
MI ahead of RR game ¢

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 31: Having re-
covered from his finger injury; star
India batter Suryakumar Yadav
has joined the Mumbai Indians
ahead of their second IPL game
against Rajasthan Royals, the five-
time champions said Thursday.

Surya, who was undergoing re-
habilitation at the National Cricket
Academy after suffering a finger in-
jury during the home series against
West Indies last month, missed
MI's IPL opener against Delhi
Capitals March 27.

“Suryakumar Yadav exited his
mandatory quarantine and joined
the team (Wednesday) for the gym
session in the company of his
mates Kieron Pollard, Ishan Kishan
and Jasprit Bumrah... The mood in
the camp is upbeat,” MI said in a
statement.

“The team underwent a strength
and conditioning session yester-
day under the watchful eyes of
Paul Chapman. The session in-
volved weight and fitness train-
ing, with the focus on working on
core fitness and building strength.”

Mumbai Indians had lost to Delhi
Capitals by four wickets in their IPL

opener at the Brabourne Stadium
here. Mumbai failed to defend 178
as Delhi shot off the target in just
18.2 overs, thanks to an unbroken
75run stand between Axar Patel and
Lalit Yadav for the seventh wicket.
Star India pacer Jasprit Bumrah
had a lacklustre outing, leaking
43 runs from 3.2 overs and it was
their English debutant Tymal Mills
who impressed returning with fig-
ures of 3-0-26-1. Mills struck in his
very first over for MI, removing
Delhi captain Rishabh Pant.

Death bowling all about mindset:
Tymal Mills

As someone who employs a lot
of variations to win the battle in
the slog overs, Mills said it's about
mindset. “Bowling at the death is
a lot about the mindset. You need
to want to bowl the difficult overs
when the pressure is on. It is some-
thing that I enjoy,” the English
pacer said.

“I understand that I am not
gonna come out on top every time
but when I do, it is a great feeling.
Obviously, practice is very impor-
tant so that when you are in those
pressure situations, you are con-
fident of your execution,” he added.
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