NO LOOKING BACK

Actor Priyanka Chopra says she doesn’t want
to look back and comment on her

husband’s dating history m@

HERE . NOW

People queue up to cast their votes during the bypoll at a booth in Kolabira block of Jharsuguda district
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68% turnout in Jharsuguda bypoll

B The bypoll was necessitated
due to the murder of former
Odisha Health Minister Naba
Das who was shot dead
January 29, this year

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 10: About
68.12 per cent of the 2.21 lakh voters
}exercised their franchise till 5.00pm
in the by-poll to the Jharsuguda
Assembly constituency, which was
conducted Wednesday.
Polling for the Assembly seat

India-Pak ODI WC
tie at Chennai Oct 15

New Delhi: India will play their
opening game of the 50 overs World
Cup to be played later this year in
the country against Australia as per
news in a cricket-specific website.
The blockbuster match of the
tournament against Pakistan will be
played at Chennai, October 15. The

}tournament will begin October 5 in
Ahmedabad and will close at the
same venue with the final being
played November 19.

2 1AS officers get
new responsibilities

Bhubaneswar: IAS officer
Siddhartha Das has been appointed
as the director of sports, a
notification issued Wednesday by
the General Administration and
Public Grievance department said.
In a similar development, IAS officer
Deepankar Mohapatra has been
appointed as the MD of Odisha
Small Industries Corporation Ltd.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

It was part of undivided
India. it is behaving like it's
the ‘aunt of democracy’

Trump guilty of sexually abusing writer

This is not the only time the former US president has been accused of rape. Suits have been filed by
Jill Harth, Summer Zervos and Alva Johnson who have all accused Trump of sexually molesting them

Carroll, 79, called the verdict
a victory for her and other
victims of abuse. “Ifiled this

AGENCIES

New York, May 10: Former
US President Donald Trump
sexually abused and defamed
author and advice columnist
E Jean Carroll in 1996, a
Manhattan federal jury has
found and awarded her USD 5
million for battery and defama-
tion, a verdict that may hurt
him in his 2024 bid to regain
the White House.

The jury found that Trump
sexually abused Carroll, hold-
ing him liable for battery
charges but did not find that

started at 7.00am and continued till
6.00pm in all 253 booths of the con-
stituency. Before the polls began
faulty EVMs and VVPATSs were re-
placed, said chief electoral officer
(CEO), Odisha, Nikunja Bihari Dhal.

“Tl15.00 pm, a total of 1,51,035 vot-
ers had exercised their franchise.
This is approximately 68.12 per cent
of those eligible to vote. Among
those who voted, 74,008 are males,
77,020 females and seven of other gen-
ders,” Dhal informed. “Minor clashes
were reported in three polling booths.
However, no major disturbances
were reported. Live webcasting was
done in all 253 booths. The polling

was conducted smoothly in the con-
stituency,” the CEO informed.

A total of nine candidates are
in the fray including former Odisha
Health Minister Naba Das’s daugh-
ter Dipali Das (BJD). The other major
contenders are Tankadhar Tripathy
(BJP) and Tarun Pandey (Congress).

A total of 1,814 police personnel
(including 155 officers, 17 platoons
of armed police, 323 constables and
205 home guards) and seven com-
panies of CAPF were deployed for
smooth conduct of the byelection.
The counting of votes will be done
May 13 and the results will be
declared the same day:

court for graft

Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan
sent to 8 days in custody by Islamabad
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Man kills lady doc

In Kerala hospital

W [n the past, there have
been many incidents of
aggrieved relatives of
patients manhandling
doctors, but in this case it
was the patient who
attacked the doctor with
murderous intentions

AGENCIES

Kollam/Thiruvananthapuram,
May 10: A 23-year-old doctor was
stabbed to death Wednesday at a
taluk hospital in Kottarakkara lo-
cality of this district in Kerala
allegedly by aman, a school teacher
under suspension. The man iden-
tified as Sandeep, had been brought
to the hospital by the police after
being involved in a fight with his
family members.

According to an officer of
Kottarakkara police station, while
a wound on the leg of Sandeep
was being dressed by Dr Vandana
Das, he suddenly attacked every-
one standing there using a scis-
sor and scalpel. The incident oc-

curred during the early hours of
Wednesday and Das succumbed
to her injuries a few hours later.

The brunt of the attack was
borne by the young doctor who
was stabbed repeatedly. She was
rushed to a private hospital in
Thiruvananthapuram but could
not be saved. Some of the police per-
sonnel were also injured as they
tried to disarm Sandeep.

ID(S) SET TO PLAY
KINGMAKER AGAIN

B Exit polls by various agencies
once more back JD(S) to bag a
sizeable number of seats in

Source BIP = Cong |JD(S) Other

ABP News-C Voter | 83-95 100-112 21-29 = 0-4

. Zee News 79-94 103-118 25-33  2-5

Karnataka and have (,l'SCly n India TV-CNX 80-90 110-120 20-24 0
governmentformatlon India Today-Axis 62-80 122-140 20-25 @ 1-3
AGENCIES Times Now 85 13 23 3
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Bangalore, May 10: Some incidents of
minor violence and arrests due to casting of
false votes were reported, but overall the
Karnataka Assembly elections went of peace-
fully with 66 per cent turnout recorded till
5.00pm Wednesday.

Most of the exit polls predicted a hung
Assembly once again as had happened in the
2018. Some however, predicted that the
Congress may win the maximum number of
seats in the polls and a majority of the agen-
cies pointed to decrease in the number of seats
for the BJP. However, there was no clear ma-
jority for any single party. (See graphics)

According to the latest voter turnout for
the polls to the 224-member Assembly,
Ramanagara recorded the highest turnout
of 78.22 per cent, while the lowest polling was
from Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) South limits (parts of Bangalore city)
at 48.63 per cent, election officials said.

The state is mainly witnessing a three-cor-
nered contest between the ruling BJP, the
Congress and former Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda’s Janata Dal (Secular).

Meanwhile in the only major incident of
violence reported during the day, villagers
of Masabinala in Vijayapura district stopped
a poll duty vehicle carrying electronic vot-
ing machines (EVMs), manhandled an officer
and damaged control and ballot units fol-

lowing which 23 people were arrested, the
Election Commission said.

Meanwhile, in Padmanabhanagar con-
stituency, some youths armed with sticks
attacked their political rivals in a polling
booth at Papaiah Garden. In another incident
a polling officer was taken into police cus-
tody after a woman complained that he cast
her vote in favour of the BJP while helping
her with the voting process. The incident oc-
curred at a polling booth in Chittapur con-
stituency in Kalaburgi district.

A total of 5.31 crore electors were eligible
to cast their votes in 58,345 polling stations across
the state, where 2,615 candidates are in fray.

Prominent among those who voted in-
clude former Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda, Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, who is a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber from Karnataka, Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi, Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai and former
Chief Ministers BS Yediyurappa and DV
Sadananda Gowda (both BJP) and
Siddaramaiah and Jagadish Shettar (both
Congress) and IT industry veteran NR
Narayana Murthy and wife Sudha Murty.

Incidentally Karnataka recorded a voter
turnout of 72.36 per cent in the 2018 Assembly
elections.
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GRAND OPENING TODAY

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan condoled the death of
the doctor and said the incident
was ‘shocking and extremely
painful’. “Assaulting health work-
ers in the line of duty is unac-
ceptable. A thorough investiga-
tion will be conducted into the
incident. The government will
take strong action against at-
tacks on doctors and health work-
ers,” Vijayan said in a statement.

Both the Indian Medical
Association (IMA) and Kerala
Government Medical Officers’
Association (KGMOA) doctors
protested across the state against
the incident.

The murder kicked off a politi-
cal row. Health Minister Veena
George’s statement before the media
that the victim was a house surgeon
and therefore, inexperienced and
got scared when the attack
occurred drew flak.

Criticising her statement, Kerala
PCC president K Sudhakaran ques-
tioned what the minister meant. “Dr
Das was experienced enough to
treat patients. So what does the
minister mean by inexperience,”
Sudhakaran said.

WRESTLERS’ NEW DEMAND

Protesting wrestlers demand Narco test on WFI
chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh under
SC’s supervision
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CPI(M) leader
dies in bee attack

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nilagiri, May 10: Senior CPI(M)
leader of Nilagiriarea in Balasore
district, Ramachandra Shaw, 72,
died Wednesday after being bitten
by a swarm of honeybees at
Bankisahi village under Garadi
panchayat. His grandson was also
rendered critical due to the bee at-
tack and is currently undergoing
treatment at a hospital here.

In a separate incident, 15 per-
sons were injured after a swarm of
bees stung them at Karanja vil-
lage under Kalyansinghpur block
in Rayagada district.

Shaw was attacked by the bees
when he was cleaning the backyard
of hishouse and he set fire to dry
leaves and other garbage materi-
als. Incited by the smoke, the bees
from a nearby hive attacked Shaw
in swarms. Such was the ferocity
of the stings, that Shaw collapsed
on the spot.

Hearing his screams, family
members rushed to Shaw’s rescue.
However, the bees did not spare
them either. Shaw’s grandson was
the worst sufferer. Family members
rushed Shaw to a local health cen-
tre initially, but then shifted him to
a hospital here. However, he suc-
cumbed to his injuries there.

e

Shaw’s body was brought to the

CPI(M) office here where a number
of leaders paid their last respects
to the departed soul. Later, he was
cremated at his native village.
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Buy farm fresh eggs and more.

Introducing Kenko Agstra, by Ovo Farms. Buy farm fresh eggs, right next door.
You can scan a code on every egg packaging and track the origin and exact journey of the egg
with our new traceability feature. Buy from a wide range of nutritious eggs enriched with protein,

Carroll proved he raped her.

Trump raped her in the
Bergdorf Goodman depart-
ment store in Manhattan.

Il

Carroll has alleged that

The jury verdict against

1

Trump comes just over a
month after a grand jury in
Manhattan indicted the 76-
year-old, for his role in pay-
ing hush money to porn star
Stormy Daniels.

e

for me but for every woman
who has suffered because she
was not believed,” Carroll said
in a statement. “No one is
above the law,” she added.
Trump’s attorney Joe
Tacopina said outside the court
that Trump will appeal the
verdict and called it ‘strange’.
“This was a rape claim and
the jury rejected it,” he said.

Visit Kenko Agstra today.

KENKO IMMUNO KENKO BROWN

@on first purchase of

lawsuit against Donald Trump Kenklll'-' products.
to clear my name and to get my P R TR My 2000
life back. This victory isnot just

Stored at the correct
temperature

Bigger and
unified size
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quality check

Healthy flock
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essential vitamins, and minerals. Gift yourself and your family the goodness of farm fresh eggs.
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Daily collection
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Kenko Agstra, N5/22, IRC Village Main Road, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar - 751015
Phone: +91 9078579222 - E-mail: retail.nayapalli@ovofarmfresh.in
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DE NIRO WELCOMES 7TH CHILD
MONTHS BEFORE 80TH B’DAY

Hollywood star Robert De Niro has
revealed that he has become a father to
his seventh child, just months before his
80th birthday. It, however, remains unclear
who he has welcomed the baby with.

NIALL HORAN DESIRES
DICAPRIO FOR BIOPIC

Irish singer Niall Horan of boy band One Direction stated
that he would like Leonardo DiCaprio to play him. If a
movie about the well-known boy band is ever made,
Horan, 29, wants the 48-year-old Titanic star to play him
because of their similarity, reports aceshowbiz.com.
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PRIYANKA ON HUBBY’S DATING HISTORY
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B ARIES
You will be very logical and ¥
rational today, as creativity s

is put on the back-burner.
The situation at your workplace will be

‘1don’treadmy !
book backward’

asking for ‘blood’ to get
freedom, yet another young Odia
sought the same on his social
media handle. But this time, the
goal is to make Odia films shine
on global platforms. Meet
Sakti Jagdev, the debutant

product has come out and

your choice as the movie is ready
to hit the screens, and why?
I'would say surely 50% on how the

N\

filmmaking?

I am considering this as another
project at my office for which I give
time after my office hours. As they say;
no better result can be seen without

full of challenges, but you will take them

head-on. Later, all the stress will be miti-
gated by the soothing touch of your loved
ones, says Ganesha.

producer of Phalguna Chaitra, an
upcoming movie that has been
making the right noises across
media. In a unique gesture, he also
plans to share the film’s profits
among senior artistes, crew
members and HIV victims. Ahead
of movie’s release, the techie-
turned-filmmaker took some time
off to have a breezy chat with
Bijay Mandal of orissa POST.

feel there are areas B What will your next
we lack as an in- course of action be?
dustry and project planning vs exe- I am planning a grand project for
cution. I have some plans to implement ~ 2025. I want to implement all my learn-
in the near future, fingers crossed ings from this project, and for sure
for the audience response. there will be a lot of collaboration
with other successful industries as well
which I have started
. discussions with.
Jay Jagannath.

embracing the appre-

ciation from all hardship. Iamjust trying
around. There is still to give my best.

alot moretodo, asl '\

Los Angeles: Actress Priyanka Chopra has said that ~ \
she didn’t pay attention to her man’s past, with him pre- 2m 3 .
viously being in high- profile romances with the likes
of Selena Gomez, Miley Cyrus and Olivia Culpo.

Appearing on the podcast, she told host Alex |
Cooper: “I don’t give a f*** who he’s dated.”

“We are talking about the future... I always say this
-Idon’tread my book backward. I believe you go for-
ward in the chapters,” reports said.

The couple started dating in May 2018 -- two
months before he proposed and seven months be- -
fore their wedding -- but when they first came into
each other’s lives, Priyanka was hesitant.

She said: “I didn’t even date Nick at that time

B TAURUS T

It will be an optimistic day P
with its share of day dream- =

ing, says Ganesha. You will

be submissive at work, giving in or blindly
following the advice of your peers. Things
at work may be tense and cause some
trouble today afternoon, but they will be

much more to your liking by nightfall as

B What changes do you think your
movie will bring about in Odia
cinema?

I am hopeful that it will set a
standard from making aspect.
Secondly; it is setting up a chan-
nel through which good films

Excerpts:

you return to the comfort of your beloved because I was just, like, Tneed to know why I keep B What made you foray into in the future can have expo- [\
and your home. repeating my mistakes.” filmmaking, an uncertain suretothe overseas market. |
--------------------------------------- The Sucker hitmaker made the first move when profession, especially in Odisha, Thishasfinancialaspectsas / /
he slid into his future wife’s DMs with a very di- while you were quite secure in  well, given that we haveare- | { ,- )
H GEMINI rect message. your IT job in the Middle East?  ally limited number of :

Today will prove to be an Sherecalled: “Literally, his message was, ‘I've Let me tell you that the job in  theatres in Odisha.

emotional and engaging day been told we should meet’. How cocky? So sexy.” Kuwait is still on, which is the source ¢ ﬂ r) r*;] o
for you, predicts Ganesha. She fired back with her own cheeky message, of my finances. The primaryreason ® How do you man- =,
Fortune will favour you, though your emo- | toaqine- “My response to that pulled me to do this project was age your job v

tions may cloud your reasoning and slow
down your progress. Your spare time will
be spent on devising methods to make
the best use of your knowledge.

to do some action for the better-
ment of our culture and self
respect. I felt it was high time to
act rather than complain.

him was, ‘Why don’t
you text me? My
team can see my
DMs.”

Five yearslater,
Priyanka now ex-
plains that Nick's |~ _ -
support for her helps
keep their relation-
ship strong.  AceNciEs

overseas
and

.......................................

B CANCER

Today, you will use money
to fulfil your needs. If there |
is anything that according
to you needs changing, you will throw
some money to get it changed. Your loved
ones will celebrate your financial gains
and spend some more of it in the process.

" 3 B How far are you satisfied with

2 '!‘r!‘_“f
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influencer hiring

Mumbai: Actress Aahana Kumra has voiced
her concern over the growing trend of hiring
individuals in the entertainment industry
solely based on their social media following,
rather than their acting abilities.

The Lipstick Under My Burkha actress finds

Odia movie Whispers of a Storm
receives shout out from UK PM

Bhubaneswar: As a matter of
pride for the state, Odia feature
film Whispers of a Storm received
a shout-out from the UK Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak during
his message to the ongoing UK
Asian Film Festival.

HLEO

Maybe it is the weather, or

just one of those days, but
today, you are extremely

prone to wild mood swings, says
Ganesha. You must remember that noth-
ing is permanent, except change. So go
with the flow and do not get caught in the
undercurrent of the changes that are
taking place all around you.

and its accomplishments over the
years.

Set against the backdrop of a vil-
lage devastated by Cyclone Fani
which hit the coastal belts of
Odisha in 2019, the film revolves
around a photographer attempt-

and State Award winning film di-
rector Amartya Bhattacharyya
and produced by Swastik
Choudhury under the banner of
Swastik Arthouse, in association
with Dr. U T Rao and Filmstop
Entertainment, the movie has

--------------------------------------- this trend disheartening and believes it has left The movie, which premiered ing to capture the impact of the Dipanwit Dashmohapatra, Swastik
many aspiring actors confused about their future in London May 9, got recog- storm and how his interaction = Choudhury, Priyanka Ghosh Roy,
H VIRGO prospects. nition when the Prime withaffected people unravelshow and Radha Krushna playing key

She criticises the presence of Instagram in-
fluencers in prominent shows on major streaming
platforms, emphasising that actors with talent and
theatre experience are being overlooked because

they lack a significant Instagram following.

“I'm sorry to say, most of the shows that are com-
ing on the very big streaming platform feature Instagram
influencers. How many actors are really on the plat-
form? There are influencers who are influxing the acting

space,” Kumra retorts.

Kumra has taken matters into her own hands and is pur-
suing a career as a writer, aiming to create content that aligns
with her creative vision. While she remains open to acting
projects, Kumra is focused on exploring new op-
portunities and breaking free from

typecasting. AGENCIES

Minister expressed his wishes
for the oldest-running Asian
Film Festival in the world

they came to terms with the loss
of human lives in their own ways.
Directed by National Award

roles. Kisaloy Roy and Sujoy Das
have scored music and sound de-
sign, respectively. PNN

Today you will find yourself a‘
overflowing with ideas. You Vg, %
have a soothing touch, the

hands of a healer, and so you will be able
to help many people, says Ganesha. You
will be very considerate, and your mind-
reading abilities will work wonders hoth
for you and your loved ones.

) e
HLIBRA
Love is in the air, and passion K n

lurks right around the cor-

ner. So keep your eyes and

ears open, because you may soon find
yourself entrapped in a passionate love
episode. But the price of new love is
always steep, and your beloved may burn
ahole in your pocket. Still, with someone
like that, you are always assured of getting
good value for your money! So bring on
the champagne and the caviar! Ganesha
wishes you a splendid time ahead.

()
A screengrab from the movie ’

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

.......................................

[ | SCORPIO CROSSWORD the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
You shall groom yourself all 'v
prim and proper today. The
4ou boNTASK || YOUVE DONE THE 7 8
thought of h look .
do?rtllﬁ\atgs ygnlr);g?ng ?oday. You are likely THE "GEEAT PUMPKIN WURST TH‘NG A
to capture the imagination of people - both FOR A PRESENT!Y0U PERSON CAN DO! 6
atwork and at social gathering. Cash will .| WAIT FOR WHATEVER YOU'VE OFFENDED THE
exit left, right and centre from your pock- {| HEBRINGS YOU! ||« il
ets on account of fun and entertainment. ‘| DON'T You KNow How GREAT PUMPKIN“ ! 4 B 1 |
i| GENSITIVE HE 157!
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M SAGITTARIUS @REER N
Dark and gloomy shall be - \ 4 g
your temperament for most -

part of the day today. But
the afternoon may just see the skies
clearing. The apparent mood change,
says Ganesha; will mainly be because of
good news from abroad and business
profits from your partner.

L
M
(8]

.......................................

Il CAPRICORN

Certain revelations about a
relationship will draw your
attention; you will find it

5 THIRD DOWN
AND FOUR TO G0...

intriguing and will spend a good \M/ b4
amount of time trying to solve the mys- \ i \ ?
tery, says Ganesha. Besides, your 3 o )
impressive communication power will )JLé o
help dissolve conflicts that may have ArS ; Copyright ©2023 PuzzleJunction.com
risen because of misinterpretation. ot Q\m 2 ’ o
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: i 1 Frolic tree of New 7 Garden tool wn
IAQUARIUS 3 Flyer Zealand 8 Third sign of 8
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busmﬁsslglvals mtayptg)lkeand pinch; even 11 Raw fish 27 Often used in 17 Superintendent,
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Modern infra at aII
high schools by Dec

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 10: All high
schools will have modern infra-
structure and advanced facilities
under state’s ambitious 5T High
School Transformation Programme
(HSTP) by December this year,
said School and Mass Education
(S&ME) department commissioner-
cum-secretary Aswathy S,
Wednesday:.

Chairing the 40th Executive
Council meeting of Mo School
Abhiyan here, the S&ME com-
missioner-cum-secretary stressed
on completion of the fourth phase
HSTP before December 2023.

After successful implementa-
tion of first, second and third phase
of HSTP, the fourth phase of HSTP
will witness transformation of
over 1,500 high schools in the state,
she said.

“This will ensure that all high
schools in Odisha are equipped
with new smart classrooms, well-
developed e-libraries, state-of-the-
art laboratory-cum-interactive sci-
ence centres, advanced sports
infrastructure and child-friendly

he 40th Executive Council of

Mo School Abhiyan approved
proposals worth ¥529.56 crore
for 30 districts

campuses,” Aswathy pointed out.

According to her, high schools
that have so far been transformed
under the ambitious initiative have
been delivering exemplary results.
“Be it increased participation of
students at national level sports
and debate competitions or devel-
oped interest in exploring newer
world of coding, the programme has
given wings to the cognitive skills
and athletic spirit of the budding
minds,” she added.

The meeting took stock of the im-
plementation of ‘school clubs’ in all

state-run high schools, and held a
discussion on the development of
the Programme Framework for all
club activities.

Official sources said Mo School
Abhiyan will hold consultation
meets with stakeholders and expert
organisations to develop materi-
als and framework for Kaushali,
Kridangan, Jigyansa and Sahitya
Srujani clubs.

The executive council approved
proposals worth 529.56 crore for
30 districts.

Sources said in the last month,
7,358 alumni have joined hands
with Mo School Abhiyan and con-
tributed 26.66 crore for the devel-
opment of their alma mater. “The
alumni have contributed 22.04 crore
in Balasore, 60 lakh in Ganjam,
748.13 lakh in Cuttack, 747.431akh
in Bolangir and 38.87 lakh in
Bhadrak,” it was learnt.

And Mo School Abhiyan has re-
ceived grants worth 2165.05 crore
from various CSR funds.

The approved funds will be spent
for towards development of the
2,402 primary, upper primary and
high schools across the state.
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FOUNDATION DAY: Orissa High Court Chief Justice S Muralidhar (middle), other judges of the HC and guests attended a programme to celebrate ‘One Year of
the Centre for Judicial Archives’ at Odisha Judicial Academy in Cuttack, Wednesday

Man found dead

BARANG: A 45-year-old man was found
dead under suspicious circumstances
near Patia passenger halt (PH) in
Bhubaneswar, police said Wednesday.
Police said they recovered the body of
Bhaskar Sahoo, a daily wager, who
hailed from Brahmapura under Banki
police limits in Cuttack and had been
residing with his wife at Pada Sahi
under Nandankanan police limits
here, police said.

Naveen’s Delhi visit sparks speculations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, May 10: A day

. after meeting his Bihar coun-

/"terpart Nitish Kumar, Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
Wednesday left for a four-day trip
to the national capital, leading to
speculations being bandied about
in the state’s political circles.

Though the Chief Minister's of-
fice said that Patnaik has a num-
ber of official engagements to
meet Union ministers during his
stay in Delhi, sources in the rul-
ing BJD claimed that he may
meet political leaders from
other parties too.

He is scheduled to return to
Odisha May 13,

"Basa given add|
charge of ASI DG

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, May 10: Union min-
istry of Culture Wednesday en-
trusted National Monument
Authority (NMA) chairman
Professor Kishore Kumar Basa ad-
ditional charge of Director General
of Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) with immediate effect for the
next six months or till further or-
ders.

The ministry issued a notifica-
tion in this regard Wednesday and
stated that Basa will hold the ad-
ditional charge of DG ASI for the
next six months or till regular post-
ing is made.

A native of Mayurbhanj, Basa
was the Vice-Chancellor of
Maharaja Sriram Chandra
Bhanjadeo University at Baripada.
He was appointed chairman of
National Monument Authority in
November last year. Basa also
served as the chairman of the
Indian National Confederation and
Academy of Anthropologists. He
completed his BA degree from
Utkal University and MA in History
from Delhi University.
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Though BJD claimed it was
maintaining equal distance
from the BJP-led NDA and
Congress-led UPA, the
regional party often
supported the saffron party
on various issues and Bills

Patnaik's sudden visit to Delhi
sparked speculations that the
BJD president may meet some
opposition leaders who are al-
ready in touch with Nitish Kumar
and Mamata Banerjee on form-
ing an opposition grouping ahead
of the 2024 elections.

The Chief Minister's move is
being apparently seen as aimed

at sending a message to the BJP
which has of late become an ag-
gressive foe in Odisha ahead of
the 2024 general elections.
Though the BJD officially
claimed it was maintaining
equal distance from both the
BJP-led NDA and Congress-led
UPA, the party has often sup-
ported the saffron party on var-

ious issues and bills.

Congress legislature party
leader Narasingha Mishra al-
leged Patnaik has all along sup-
ported the BJP central leader-
ship, “Therefore, there is no fear
of CBI or ED in Odisha.”

BJP state president Manmohan
Samal however claimed that BJD
has all along pursued oppor-
tunistic politics.

“Patnaik was in alliance with
BJP (2000-2009) due to compul-
sion,” Samal said.

However, BJD vice-president
Prasanna Acharya said the BJD
all along works for the interest
of Odisha alone. “Our politics
are for the benefits of Odisha,”
he said.

DAILY GRIND: Labourers pedalling to their workplaces in Capital city amid blistering heat, Wednesday
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Teacher crunch grips 49 pc
schools in City slums: Study

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 10: Painting
ableak picture of the status of pri-
mary education in City schools, a
study conducted by Bhubaneswar
Bikash Sangathan (BBS) and vol-
untary outfit Atmashakti Trust
hasrevealed that more than 49 per
cent of government schools in the
slum areas here are grappling with
teachers’ crunch.

The study “Status of school in-
frastructure in government
schools”, which was conducted in
135 schools, found that many schools
in the slum areas here are not com-
plying with Right To Education
(RTE) norms.

According to the study; over 49.61
per cent (67) government schools
in Bhubaneswar’s slums face short-
age of teachers against the sanc-
tioned number as per RTE norms.
Moreover, 58.50 per cent (79) schools
surveyed do not have appropriate
classrooms which has been af-
fecting students'learning outcomes.
The report also found that 11 per
cent of such schools face water re-
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VITAL STATS

m 58.50% SCHOOLS SURVEYED
DO NOT HAVE APPROPRIATE
CLASSROOMS, AFFECTING
STUDENTS' LEARNING
OUTCOMES

M 27.40% SCHOOLS DO NOT
HAVE COMPUTERS, HINDERING
STUDENTS’ ACCESS TO IT
SKILLS AND MORE ADVANCED
VERSIONS OF LESSONS

H 11% SCHOOLS FACE WATER
RELATED ISSUES WHILE 3 PER
CENT OF SUCH SCHOOLS LACK
ACCESS TO SAFE DRINKING
WATER AND 5% HAVE DAMAGED
WATER SOURCES

lated issues while 3 per cent lack
access to safe drinking water and
5 per cent have damaged water
sources.

The survey report revealed that
1.48 per cent schools do not have toi-
let facilities, leading to irregular at-
tendance, particularly for girls.

Likewise, 5.18 per cent schools
need separate toilets for boys and
girls while 2.22 per cent of school
toilets need more water facilities,
making them unusable.

Thereport also showed that 11.11
per cent schools lack playgrounds
and 8.88 per cent don't have a bound-
ary wall, which is crucial for stu-
dent safety and wellbeing. The
findings also reveal that 29.62 per
cent schools lack a library, an es-
sential resource for teaching and
learning. Further, 27.40 per cent

P

of surveyed schools do not have ~

computers, hindering students’ ac-
cess to IT skills and more advanced
versions of lessons. The report
also found that 59.25 per cent schools
need repair of existing infra-
structure.

Members of Bhubaneswar
Bikash Sangathan urged the gov-
ernment to implement a trans-
parency board in schools to in-
form compliance with RTE norms.
They also submitted a memoran-
dum on survey findings in block ed-
ucation office, Bhubaneswar,
Wednesday.

Mocha to bring heavy
rain in Andamans

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Port Blair/Bhubaneswar, May
10: A cyclonic circulation in Bay
of Bengal intensified into a deep de-
pression near Port Blair in
Anadaman and Nicobar Islands
and is likely to turn into a full
blown cyclone, the IMD said.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), which closely
monitors the cyclonic storm, said
it is likely to make landfall be-
tween Cox's Bazar in Bangladesh
and Kyaukpyu in Myanmar Sunday.

A statement issued by GK Das,
Director (Weather) at Regional
Meteorological Centre, Kolkata,
said, the deep depression will grad-
ually intensify into a severe cy-
clonic storm May 11.

“On May 12, it will turn into a
very severe cyclonic storm over
the southeast and adjoining areas
of central Bay of Bengal,” it said.

It will weaken slightly from
May 13 and pass between the

coasts of Cox's Bazar in
Bangladesh and Kyaukpyu in
Myanmar (Rakhine State) around
forenoon of May 14 with maxi-
mum sustained wind speed of
110-120 kmph gusting to 130 kmph,
the statement said.

Meanwhile, the fishermen of
Andaman and Nicobar coasts have
been advised not to venture into the
sea till May 13.

Due to the cyclonic weather
and in view of safety of passen-
gers and vessels, the Directorate
of Shipping Services in Port Blair
has issued a notification which
said, “It has been informed that
Foreshore Sector and
Harbour/Vehicle ferry services at
Port Blair and out stations may
get disrupted/suspended in short
notice depending upon the
weather condition. Therefore, the
passengers, daily commuters and
tourists have been advised to plan
their journey suitably to avoid
any inconvenience.”

India among top 5 countries with highest preterm births: UN

ndia, Pakistan, Nigeria, China
and Ethiopia together ac-
counted for 45 per cent of all
babies born early (before 37
weeks of pregnancy)in 2020,
according to anew report released
by UN agencies and partners
Wednesday.

Raising alarm on a “silent emer-
gency” of preterm birth, the re-
port showed that an estimated 13.4
million babies were born pre-term
in 2020, with nearly 1 million dying
from preterm complications.

This is equivalent to around 1 in
10 babies born early worldwide.

The report Born too soon: decade
of action on preterm birth, pro-
duced by the World Health
Organisation (WHO) and the Unicef
together with PMINCH - the world's
largest alliance for women, chil-
dren, and adolescents -- highlights
long under-recognised problem of

preterm birth in its scale and sever-
ity, which is impeding progress in
improving children's health and
survival. Overall, it found that
preterm birth rates have not
changed in any region in the world
in the past decade, with 152 million
vulnerable babies born too soon
from 2010 to 2020.

In 2020, Bangladesh had the high-
est estimated preterm birth rate
(16.2 per cent), followed by Malawi
(14.5 per cent) and Pakistan (14.4 per
cent), India (13 per cent) and South
Africa (13 per cent). Rates were
also high in high-income coun-
tries, such as Greece (11.6 per cent)
and the US (10.0 per cent).

Southern Asia and sub-Saharan
Africa have the highest rates of
preterm birth, and preterm babies
in these regions face the highest
mortality risk.

Together, these two regions ac-

count for more than 65 per cent of
preterm births globally.
“Ensuring quality care for these
tiniest, most vulnerable babies and
their families is absolutely im-
perative for improving child health

BORN TOO SOON
BANGLADESH | 16.2%
MALAWI 14.5%
PAKISTAN 14.4%

13%

INDIA
SOUT)‘FRICA

2020 l

and survival. Progress is also
needed to help prevent preterm
births -- this means every woman
must be able to access quality
health services before and during
pregnancy to identify and man-

age risks,” said Anshu Banerijee,
Director for Maternal, Newborn,
Child and Adolescent Health and
Ageing at WHO, in a statement.

Further, the report said that
preterm birth is now the leading
cause of child deaths, accounting
for more than one in five of all
deaths of children occurring before
their fifth birthday:

Preterm survivors can face life-
long health consequences, with an
increased likelihood of disability
and developmental delays.

Maternal health risks, such as
adolescent pregnancy and pre-
eclampsia, are also closely linked
to preterm births.

Gaping inequalities related to
race, ethnicity, income, and access
to quality care determine the like-
lihood of preterm birth, death,
and disability, even in high-income
countries.

In addition, the impacts of con-
flict, climate change and environ-
mental damage, Covid-19, and ris-
ingliving costs are increasing risks
for women and babies everywhere.
For example, air pollution is esti-
mated to contribute to 6 million
preterm births each year.

“After every preterm death isa
trail of loss and heartbreak. Despite
the many advances the world has
made in the past decade, we have
made no progress in reducing the
number of small babies born too
soon or averting the risk of their

death,” said Steven Lauwerier, -

Director of Health, Unicef, in the
statement.

“The toll is devastating. It's time
we improve access to care for preg-
nant mothers and preterm infants
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and ensure every child gets a—

healthy start and thrives in life,”
he added. IANS
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Improving urban capacities
through MUKTA Vathanan

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 10: A one-day
state level brainstorming workshop
on “MUKTA goal-setting” was held
Wednesday here. The programme
was chaired by Housing & Urban
Development Principal Secretary G
Mathi Vathanan.

In his address, Vathanan said
that the government of Odisha has
been actively working towards im-
proving urban capacities and re-
sources through various means
such as strengthening scheme im-
plementation, process re-engi-
neering, and developing robust
progress monitoring mechanisms.

One of the key areas of reform
concerns holistic organizational
development work which aims to
optimise and strengthen the ca-
pacities and capabilities of the peo-
ple, including all the government
functionaries and community part-
ners who form the core of the
Housing and Urban Development

One of the key areas of
‘ reform concerns

holistic organisational
development work which
aims to optimise and
strengthen the capacities
and capabilities of the
people
G MATHI VATHANAN | HOUSING & URBAN
DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPAL SECRETARY

department, he added.

Vathanan told that
Mukhyamantri Karma Tatpara
Abhiyan (MUKTA) scheme is one
of the flagship programmes of
the state government which is
adopting the reforms being taken
up under the organization devel-
opment strand.

The prioritization of MUKTA's
goals and how each stakeholder
can contribute to their success was
discussed in the workshop.
Vathanan expressed confidence
that each one of the stakeholders

will actively participate and share
thoughts to further contribute to the
agenda of mapping the roles of
each stakeholder to the broader
goals of MUKTA.

Among those who attended the
workshop included Sangramjit
Nayak, Director Municipal
Administration, Sagarika Patnaik,
Special Secretary, Durgesh Nandini
Sahoo, Addl. Secretary, Sarada
Prasad Panda, Joint Secretary and
State Nodal Officer MUKTA, Sanjay
Pramanik, OSD-Special Secretary
and other departmental officers.

AT LORD’S SERVICE: Carpenters preparing the wheels for chariots at Rath Yard in Puri, Wednesday
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Garima Scheme empowerlng IIK sanitation workers World Lupus Day

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 10: Garima
Scheme, a one-of-its-kind state-
wide initiative, was launched by
the state government in September
2020 to empower core sanitation
workers who deal with human
faecal waste. The core sanitation
workers, working in open drain
cleaning, desludging, sewerage
network maintenance and opera-
tion & maintenance of faecal
sludge treatment plants (FSTPs),
community toilets (CTs), and pub-
lic toilets (PTs), face several oc-
cupational risks as they come in
. close contact with faecal matter,
7~ which adversely impacts their
health.

With the aim to ensure that all
sanitation work is done in a safe
and dignified manner, more than

11,000 sanitation workers have
been recognized under the scheme
till date. Urban Management
Centre (UMC), which is a member

CONSULTATIVE WORKSHOP
ON STATE BIOTECH POLICY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 10: The
Science and Technology
Department successfully organ-
/ ised the consultative workshop on
the new Biotechnology Policy of the
state here Wednesday.

More than 50 participants from
industry, academia, and govern-
ment attended the workshop. All
stakeholders emphasized more on
strengthening the biotechnology
ecosystem in terms of infrastruc-
ture and translational Research
and Development (R&D) projects.

Science and Technology Minister
Ashok Chandra Panda interacted
with the delegates and partici-
pants while saying that Bio-ma-
rine technology sector should find
place in the policy and linkage
with Indian Institute of
Oceanography be undertaken.

Many institutes have been roped
in to take forward further research
and upgradation in biotechnol-
ogy. Besides, the state government
has tied up with Utkal University
and Odisha University of
Agriculture and Technology
(OUAT) for the betterment of

Biotech sector in Odisha.

While government of Odisha
in its IPR-2022 has identified
Biotechnology as a thrust sector,
all eligible biotechnology ventures
will be given adequate govern-
ment handholding with support,
stakeholders opined.

Besides, industry experts opined
to focus on key potential areas
such as marine biotechnology, bio-
medical engineering, diagnostics,
bio-mineral processing, biodiver-
sity to bring investment to the
State. Academicians and govern-
ment of India officials viewed a
strong implementation framework,
organisation structure, monitor-
ing and evaluation framework,
digital platform, feedback system
and strengthening of inter-con-
nected systems for better delivery
of services and ease of governance.
The policy will be ready for gov-
ernment approval in the next two
months.

Bhaskar Sarma, Commissioner-
cum-Secretary, Science &
Technology Department along
with other senior officers of the
department were present in the
workshop.

of National Faecal Sludge and
Septage Management (NFSSM)
alliance, has been providing tech-
nical support to the Housing &

Urban Development department
for the implementation of the
scheme. Garima Scheme was pi-
loted in six cities, namely
Bhubaneswar, Puri, Cuttack,
Behrampur, Sambalpur and
Rourkela.

In just two years, the scheme has
been implemented in all 115 cities
of Odisha showcasing the scheme’s
ability to rapidly scale up and cre-
ate more impact.

Elaborating on the impact of
the scheme, Housing and Urban
Development Principal Secretary
G Mathi Vathanan said, “Under the
leadership of Chief Minister,
Garima Scheme has been com-
prehensively addressing a wide
variety of issues faced by the san-
itation workers. To ensure the
real on-ground issues are tack-
led, an advisory group, consist-

ing of experts and champions in
the sanitation space, was set up and
their suggestions formed the back-
bone of the scheme. Earlier san-
itation workers were not included
under any labour category.
However, Garima Scheme has
recognised them as skilled work-
ers enabling recognition and dig-
nity to their work.”

Garima Scheme enabled the
creation of India’s first compre-
hensive digital database of sani-
tation workers. Through the
scheme, Odisha has been the first
state to recognize core sanitation
workers as highly skilled and
skilled workers. It has also re-
sulted in the 33-50 per cent in-
crease in the minimum wages of
sanitation workers along with ad-
ditional risk & hardship allowance
of 15 per cent of the daily wages.

GRACEFUL MOVES: Artistes perform at Abhinaya Sandhya cultural programme organised by Geeta Govinda Dance &
Music Institute at Rabindra Mandap in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday
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Anawareness rally in City by Institute of Medical Sciences of Clinical Immunology

and Rheumatology, IMS and SUM Hospital

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 10: World
Lupus Day was observed at several
ospitals and health institutions
in the Capital city Wednesday.

A rally was organized from
Master Canteen to Ram Mandir by
Department of Clinical
Immunology and Rheumatology,
Institute of Medical Sciences and
Sum Hospital. Similarly, Kalinga
Institute of Medical Sciences
(KIMS) also observed the World
Lupus Day to make people aware
about various Lupus diseases.

Lupus is a disease that occurs
when body's immune system at-
tacks its own tissues and organs
(autoimmune disease).Earlier, a
yoga session with a theme “Yoga
for better living” was organised
in the morning in which more
than 50 participants took part.
In the patient experience shar-
ing session, free consultation was
provided to patients suffering
from Lupus. They shared their
treatment experience at KIMS
and also told that now they are-

Study ﬁnds brain structures to help treat

team of international re-
Asearchers, including from

the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi, has found
evidence of brain structures that
underlie sight recovery in people
born blind, and may help treat
the condition.

The team included 23 congeni-
tally blind patients (aged 7-17 years)
from Uttar Pradesh with dense
bilateral cataracts, who received
cataract surgery at different stages
of adolescence.

The findings, published in the
journal The Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences
(PNAS), showed that improve-
ments in visual functions are
linked to changes in white matter
pathways, which connect neurons
in different brain regions.

The team studied many path-
ways, but only those involved in
high-order visual functions, such
as face recognition, were directly
linked to the visual improvement.

1 W’ The findings, publlshed
in the journal The
Proceedings of the

National Academy of
Sciences (PNAS),
showed that
improvements in visual
functions are linked to
changes in white
matter pathways

[~ Researchers studied many pathways, but only those involved in
high-order visual functions, such as face recognition, were directly
linked to the visual improvement

L m
Moreover, researchers saw that
the patient's amount of change
in late visual pathways, specifi-
cally the posterior callosum forceps,
predicted the amount of behav-
ioural improvement. This is a new
result that identifies the location
of brain changes responsible for
behavioural improvement.

[~ The results suggest that sufficient plasticity remains in adolescence
beyond the critical period for visual development, allowing patients
to partially overcome abnormal visual development

m

They also confirmed that
cataract surgery has a greater im-
pact on visual function and brain
plasticity if received at younger
age, but recovery is still possible
even if the eye surgery is received
later in adolescence.

The results suggest that suffi-
cient plasticity remains in ado-

lescence beyond the critical pe-
riod for visual development, al-
lowing patients to partially over-
come abnormal visual 