Meme storm

Actor Janhvi Kapoor’s chant

at a ‘Dahi Handi’ event sparks
memes and hilarious reactions
across social media
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CP Radhakrishnan
NDA'’s VP nominee

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: The
ruling National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) Sunday named
Maharashtra Governor Chan-
drapuram Ponnusamy Rad-
hakrishnan, a seasoned BJP
leader belonging to a key OBC
caste from Tamil Nadu with
an RSS background, as its
vice-presidential candidate.

BJP president JP Nadda
made the announcement fol-
lowing a meeting of the party’s

parliamentary board, which
included Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, and consultation
with the party’s allies.

Nadda appealed for unani-
mous election of Radhakrish-
nan, 67, to the constitutional
position, saying BJP leaders
had spoken to the opposition
parties over the last week and
will reach out to them again.

Opposition leaders had

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

I'm all for simplification... like 5%
on bhajan sandhya and 18% on
standup comedy shows

Gunshots outside
Elvish Yadav’s home

PRESS TRUST OF INDI

Gurugram, August 17: Two
masked men fired more than
two dozen shots outside You-
Tuber Elvish Yadav’s residence
in Sector 57 of Gurugram early
Sunday morning, police said.

The incident was captured
on CCTV that showed two
bike-borne masked men ar-
riving outside the house and
opening fire from a distance.
After a few seconds, one of
them leaned over the main
gate and continued to shoot
before both fled.

Yadav was not at home when
the shooting happened around
5:30am. However, some family
members were inside but no
one was injured in the incident,
they said.

Meanwhile, ‘Bhau gang’
claimed responsibility for the
firing. After getting informa-
tion, a police team reached the
spot and collected forensic evi-
dence, and are scanning CCTV
footage from the area.

The attackers shot more than
two dozen rounds at the YouTu-
ber’s home in Sector 57 and fled
from the spot. The bullets struck
the ground and first floors of the
house, the police said.

In a post on social media,
gangsters Neeraj Faridpur
and Bhau Ritoliya, members
of ‘Bhau gang’ claimed respon-
sibility for the attack.

The police, however, have
not given any confirmation
about the claims in the post.

told the BJP interlocutors
that they can make up their
mind only after being told of
the ruling alliance’s nominee,
Nadda said, adding that his
party will speak to them to
reach a consensus over Rad-
hakrishnan, whom he lauded
as a “statesman”.

In Radhakrishnan, the BJP
has trusted a leader with a
proven organsiational and
ideological commitment,
a far cry from its choice of
his predecessor, Jagdeep
Dhankhar.

In his reaction, Modi said on
X, “Thiru CP Radhakrishnan Ji
has distinguished himself with
his dedication, humility and
intellect. During the various
positions he has held, he has
always focused on community
service and empowering the
marginalised. He has done ex-
tensive work at the grassroots
in Tamil Nadu.”

Reacting to the announce-
ment of his name as the NDA’s
vice-presidential nominee,
Radhakrishnan thanked lead-
ers from the BJP and its allies,
including Modi.

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh will oversee the
vice-presidential election,
while Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju will be
the polling agent.

The last date for filing nomi-
nation is August 21.

New Delhi, August 17: The
Election Commission (EC)
and the Opposition came face-
to-face Sunday, with the lat-
ter stepping up its attack on
the apex poll body and accus-
ing it of colluding with BJP
to “steal elections”. Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, launching the
‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’in Bi-
har, alleged a conspiracy to
manipulate the upcoming Bi-
har Assembly polls through
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR). He warned that the
INDIA bloc would resist any
such attempt. Rubbishing the
allegations, Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar said updating voter rolls
is EC’s legal duty. “If no dec-
laration under oath is given
within seven days, the claims
will be considered baseless
and invalid,” Kumar said.
The Congress leader Sunday
claimed the whole country now
knows that the EC is “stealing”
elections in collusion with BJP
and asserted that INDIA bloc
will not let their “latest conspir-
acy” to steal Bihar Assembly
polls succeed, as he embarked

PNN & AGENCIES

@ HERE. NOW

1SSa

EU backs Ukraine

3 1 European leaders including from
Germany, France and Britain will

accompany Volodymyr Zelenskyy to

meet Donald Trump in Washington
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SEBI is looking to review margin
framework under MTF, in a bid to
streamline risk management at
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Luis Diaz scores for Bayern
Munich to win German
Supercup on his debut
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SKILFUL DEMO: A demonstration of fire, rescue, equipment and disaster response systems in progress at Odisha Fire & Disaster Academy, Baramunda in Bhubaneswar Sunday pxoro: ikasH NavAK

2 die in Nuapada septic tank

| GYANESH KUMA
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on his 1,300-km ‘Voter Adhikar
Yatra’ in Bihar.

Gandhi alleged that Assembly
and Lok Sabha polls were being
“stolen” across the country and
there was a “conspiracy” in Bi-
har to do the same through the
SIR of electoral rolls. Addressing
the gathering at Bihar’s Sasaram
during the launch event, Gandhi
said while he was asked to sub-
mit an affidavit after his press
conference exposing “vote cho-
ri”, no such demand was made
from BJP leaders who made
claims in their presser.

“In the whole country, As-
sembly and Lok Sabha elections
are being stolen and their latest
conspiracy is to delete and add
voters through SIR to steal the
elections in Bihar,” Gandhi
charged. Hitting back at Gand-
hi, the CEC served a seven-day
ultimatum on the Congress
leader to submit a signed affida-
vit to back his claims, else his

ng face-off

allegations will be considered
baseless and invalid. “Give an
affidavit or apologise to the na-
tion. There is no third option. If
an affidavit is not given within
seven days, this means that all
allegations are baseless,” said
Kumar. He admitted that there
could be discrepancies in the
electoral rolls and asserted that
SIR was the only way to correct
this. He, however, contended
that a person being present in
multiple voter lists does not au-
tomatically mean that he or she
also voted multiple times.
Kumar also said the poll
panel has already identified
and corrected more than
three lakh cases of multiple
people having the same vot-
er identity card numbers,
but the duplicate voter issue
of one person being listed as
a voter at multiple places can
be resolved only through ex-
ercises like SIR. To the Oppos-
tion’s question on the timing of
the roll revision, Kumar said it
is EC’s legal duty to correct the
voter list before every election.
Kumar said the EC cannot
discriminate among political
parties, and both ruling and
Opposition parties are equal
before the poll authority. P9

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khariar, August 17: Two
laborers died of suspected
asphyxiation while working
inside an under-construction
septic tank at Khariar town
in Nuapada district Sunday,
police said.

According to reports, the
labourers were removing the
false ceiling inside the tank of
one Gobind Sahu of Ward No-10
in the afternoon, when the in-
cident occurred. The deceased
were identified as Raghunath

Hati, 27, a resident of Chhata
village, and Basudev Bhoi, 35,
anative of Kutenmunda - both
under Khariar police station.
“One of them had stepped
into the septic tank through a
hole to remove the false ceiling

Naveen hospitalised; condition stable

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
BJD chief and Leader of the
Opposition in the Assem-

bly Naveen Patnaik was
admitted to a private
hospital here Sunday *

due to dehydration. ()

His health condi-
tion is stated to be
stable.

“Shri Naveen Patnaik
was admitted to SUM Ultimate
Medicare, Bhubaneswar, at
5:15pm today due to dehydra-
tion. His condition is stable and
he is responding well to treat-

ment,” a bulletin issued by the
private hospital said.

The 78-year-old former CM
had complained of uneas-
iness Saturday night
and some doctors
had visited his res-
idence, Naveen Ni-
was, party leaders
said. BJD leaders
had earlier said that
he was admitted due

to age-related ailments.
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi and Union minister
Dharmendra Pradhan prayed
for speedy recovery of Patnaik.
More P3

Robots may deliver human babies; all (@ 12L

AGENCIES

Beijing/New Delhi, August
17: If everything goes as per
plan, Chinese scientists are
expected to develop a proto-
type of humanoid robot that can
give birth to a human baby by
next year. The first-of-its-kind
surrogate robot being created
under a project led by Dr Zhang
Qifeng of Kaiwa Technology
in Guangzhou, aims to mimic
pregnancy inside an artificial
womb, according to a report by
‘The Telegraph’.

The report said the baby
would grow inside the robot’s
body in a womb-like space filled
with artificial amniotic fluid.
Zhang is in talks with Guang-

dong authorities to draft laws
and rules for this technology.

The baby would grow for
nine months and receive nu-
trients through a tube before
birth. Zhang, a PhD graduate
from Singapore’s Nanyang
Technological University, said
the technology has reached a
“mature stage”.

“Now, it needs to be implant-
ed in the robot’s abdomen so
that a real person and the ro-
bot can interact to achieve
pregnancy, allowing the fetus
to grow inside,” the newspaper
quoted him as saying.

“A prototype is expected to
go on sale next year for around
1,00,000 yuan (more than 312
lakh),” it said, adding that the
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humanoid can replicate the en-
tire pregnancy journey, from
conception to delivery.
However, the details of how
fertilisation actually happens
remain unclear. Experts have
not explained how a foetus will
be implanted. But, they claim

that the idea is built on earlier
experiments where premature
lambs survived in “biobags” for
weeks, the publication added.

The innovation has raised
major legal and ethical de-
bates. But, if proven successful,
it could change medicine and
family life forever.

It may provide a solution
for rising infertility in China,
which jumped from 11.9 per
cent in 2007 to 18 per cent in
2020. Supporters see it as a rad-
ical step forward while critics
worry about its moral impact.

Supporters believe artificial
wombs could protect women
from health risks linked to
pregnancy and free them from
the physical strain of carrying

a child. While the debate con-
tinues, the question remains
whether such machines can ever
truly replace human gestation.

However, critics argue that
the technology is “problemat-
ic” and unethical because it
removes the natural bond be-
tween mother and child. Med-
ical experts doubt whether
science can copy complex pro-
cesses like maternal hormones.

Radical feminist Andrea
Dworkin once warned that ar-
tificial wombs could mean “the
end of women”, the newspaper
reported. Researchers from The
Children’s Hospital of Phila-
delphia earlier cautioned that
such technology could make
pregnancy seem like a disease.

and became unconscious. When
there was no response from
him, another worker entered
the tank and he also became
unconscious,” said Sahu.

Khariar Fire department re-
sponded to the emergency, res-
cuing the workers from the tank
and rushing them to Khariar
sub-divisional hospital, where
doctors declared them dead.

“We have seized the bodies
and post-mortem will be con-
ducted Monday,” said Dillip Ku-
mar Sahu, inspector in charge
of Khariar police station.

J&K cloudburst,
landslide claim 7

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, August 17: Seven
members of four families, includ-
ing five children, were killed in
two separate incidents of cloud-
burst and landslide in Kathua
district of Jammu and Kashmir
early Sunday, officials said.

The calamity struck Jodh
Ghati village of Rajbagh and
Bagra village of Janglote amid
heavy overnight rains in the
district, leading to increase in
the level of water bodies and
submerging many low-lying
areas, they said.

The cloudburst in Kathua
came three days after flash
floods triggered by cloudburst
struck Chisoti village in Kisht-
war district of Jammu and
Kashmir August 14, leaving 61
people dead and more than 100
injured.

Officials said while five per-
sons, including a man and his
two minor sons, lost their lives
in Jodh Ghati which was hit
by the cloudburst, snapping
access to the village and caus-
ing damage to several mud
houses, a mother-daughter
duo lost their lives in landslide
triggered by rains at Bagra vil-
lage of Janglote.

Officials identified the de-
ceased as Surmu Din, 32, his
sons Fanu, 6, and Shedu, 5,
Zulfoon, 15, and Tahu, 2, all
residents of Jodh Ghati, and
Renu Devi, 39, and her daughter
Radhika, 9, of Janglote.
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H ARIES
Ganesha predicts that today ¥

you will look up to your fam-

ily for happiness. Towards

the later part of the day, however, there
are possibilities of a platonic affair blos-
soming. Those who are already caught up
in a romantic affair, says Ganesha, will
experience some thrilling times.

Il TAURUS T

Ganesha sees you prefer-

ring your outer appear-

ance, having a good time over getting
internally organized. You will seek your
comfort level from creature comforts,
not from within. You are due to spend
most of the day, dressed in your best
and going out to your favourite haunts
for good food and company.

l GEMINI

You will be able to improve

your social standing and sta-

tus tremendously today. You

will spend all your energies in making
your heart's desires come true. You may
end up proposing to that special someone
and will find your life partner. You may
finally decide to take the decision to tie
the knot and settle down, says Ganesha.

[l CANCER

Though the day will spring a
lot of challenges, you will be
up to it every single time. Your mind will

be sharp, and will run like an athlete taking
part in a marathon. All you need is a little
self-belief. And there will be no stopping
you once you set your mind free. You may
experiment with the interiors of your house.

H LEO

_ You will think of decorating
or renovating your house to- B 2,
day. You will likely buy some
new decorative articles for your house
today. You will take a huge business
related or financial risk today but due to
Ganesha’s blessings it will transform into
substantial gain for you.

H VIRGO
You will look up to your family i
to put you in high spirits, says Fgg, ™

Ganesha, However, you will

have to loosen your purse strings and blow

up some money on them to win their appre-

ciation. Later in the evening you may start
- writing an account of a platonic affair.

[l LIBRA Kﬂ

The ghosts of ‘old lovers

past’ are in the air. There is

every possibility that you might end up
reliving an old romantic affair; maybe
even get treated to your heart's content
by your soul mate. Everything is possible
in love. The afternoon may bring with it
mixed fortunes. But remember to put on
your party hat in the evening.

[l SCORPIO

The company of like-mind-

ed people will keep you in

cheery spirit throughout the

day. The day promises to be lively and
vibrant as you will engage in one activity
after another. But Ganesha warns that
being over enthusiastic may be detri-
mental to your health.

[l SAGITTARIUS =
-

Immersed in a pool of

thoughts, you are busy in

the mood of introspection

today. Besides this, you are on a creative
high and may think of giving your lovely
abode, a makeover. Doing up the interiors
will take up most of your time. At work,
your superiors are in awe of you due to
your commendable efforts, says Ganesha.

Il CAPRICORN

You are performing a tightrope

walk and Ganesha congratu-

lates you for rightly balancing

the your personal and professional life
both. Your hands will be full with assign-
ments, projects, and domestic demands,
and multitasking is the only way to handle
everything together. You may feel negative
from within but you will not let that emo-
tion come on your face, feels Ganesha.

Il AQUARIUS

The day begins on a dull note
which may disturb and disap-
point you. But, all is not wrong
as you will receive some unexpected good
news by the end of the first half of the day.
It may become difficult for you to complete
the work before deadlines and maintain
the quality of output both, predicts Gane-
sha, so learn the art of time management.

[l PISCES

You will harbour feelings of (
attraction towards those of

the opposite sex, and are also

likely to benefit from them. You will find
lady luck favouring you. Post afternoon
should see you struggling with a tough
decision. Overall, the day ought to be
routine, with nothing exceptional lurking
to surprise you, says Ganesha.
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BAUTISTA TO STAR
IN ROAD HOUSE 2

ment news outlet Variety.

choosing roles that align with one’s age. In
a candid interview, the actor stressed
that not only should the characters
feel age-appropriate, but the choice
of heroines must also be made
carefully. According to him, mis-
matched casting can sometimes
come across as ‘“sleazy,”
leading audiences to
lose respect for the
character.
Madhavan
shared that
the realisation

of age often £ e

strikes when J -

children’s "
W hy M a.d d y friends start =

avoids ‘sleazy’ [
onscreen pairings A

ex-

plained that while many younger actresses
may be open to working with him, it is crucial
for him to avoid roles that might give viewers
the impression he is enjoying himself under
the pretext of the film rather than serving the
story. “If people feel that ye picture ke bahaane
aish kar raha hai, then the characters don’t earn
respect,” he remarked. Hence, for him, main-
taining authenticity and dignity on screen is
essential.

Most recently, Madhavan was seen oppos-
ite Fatima Sana Shaikh in Aap Jaisa Koi,
which premiered on OTT July 11. His next
big release is Aditya Dhar’s multi-starrer
Dhurandar, featuring Ran-
veer Singh, San- jay
Dutt, Akshaye z £
Khanna, and p
more, slated A
for a Decem-
ber 2025 re-
lease.
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Malaika shuts age-shaming trolls ¢

Mumbai: Malaika Arora, admired for

LN

\\

While the comments can be hurtful,  acencies

FUN

POST

Actor and former wrestler Dave Bautista
has officially joined the cast of the up-
coming film Road House 2 from Amazon
MGM Studios. Besides, Bautista, Leila
George has boarded the project as the
female lead, according to the entertain-

JENNIFER HOLLAND TALKS
ON WORK-LIFE BALANCE

Jennifer Holland, who is currently gear-
ing up for the release of Peacemaker
season 2, has discussed her marriage
with James Gunn and his constant atten-
tion to the DC Universe. She told People
magazine that there is ‘very little’ work-

life balance in their marriage.

Mumbai: Janhvi Kapoor is busy
promoting her upcoming film
Param Sundari and recently
attended a grand Dahi Handi
event in Ghatkopar, Mumbai,
organised by MLA Ram Ka-
dam. The actress received a
warm welcome from a mas-
sive crowd gathered for Jan-
mashtami celebrations. She
even participated in breaking
the traditional Dahi Handi
matki, but it was her choice
of words during the moment
that caught everyone’s atten-
tion and soon became the talk
of social media.
When asked to break the

matki with a coconut, Jan-

Malaika chooses to turn negativ-
- her bold personality and unapolo- ity into motivation. She explained
getic candor, recently opened  thatrather than allowing trolls to
. up about facing online troll-  bring her down, she uses their |
™ ing and age-shaming. In a criticism as fuel to prove her- |
recent interview, the self. “Go ahead and say what |
actress addressed  you want. I will show youlcan ( f
being called  be better, that I can do anything
», “buddhiya” under the sun,” she said, high-
andrevealed lighting her resilience. I¢
how deeply Malaika also spoke about her !
such re- son Arhaan Khan, whom she
marks described as her “biggest sup-
can sting.  porter.” His advice often helps
“How can  her stay grounded. “He’ll tell | 5\
you even say me, ‘What’s the big deal mom? |

something like that  Don’t let it affect you,’” she re-
to somebody? Kabhi kabhi  vealed.
ye trigger karta hai, because it is On another note, Malaika
» extremely insensitive. People only see =~ was recently dropped as a /

realise there are so many things that = Taj Hotel case. Professional-
can actually upset or trigger you,” ly, she was last seen in Kho |
Malaika shared. Gaye Hum Kahan. ‘

{ the brave, happy persona, but they don’t  witness in Saif Ali Khan’s 2012

hvi enthusiastically

shouted, “Bharat

Mata Ki Jai.”

While her chant

drew cheers, it

also confused

++ many, who

felt it sounded

_.» more like an

edr® S Independence

Day celebra-

tionthan a

Y Janmash-
") tami

ritual.
The

clip

|

."(‘

quickly went viral,
sparking a meme fest
online. Some users
joked, “Happy Jan-
ma-Swatantra Day,”
while another quipped,
“Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav 2.0.” Others add-
ed witty comments like,
“Never let them know
your next move!” and
“Achha hua Amrendra
Bahubali nahi boli.”
Meanwhile, as Jan-
hvi exited the venue,
she was mobbed by
fans. Though visibly
uncomfortable, she
maintained her com-
posure and handled
the situation graceful-
ly. Directed by Tushar
Jalota and produced by
Dinesh Vijan, Param
Sundari  co-starring
Sidharth Malhotra, re-
leases in theaters Au-
gust 29, 2025.
AGENCIES
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Mumbai: R. Madhavan, known for his power- Ank t
ful performances across films and web series, 1 a S
recently opened up about the importance of

message to
every woman

Mumbai: Popular television ac-
tress Ankita Lokhande said ‘keep
shining’ to every woman who has
been told she is too much.

Dropping a string of sizzling
photos of herself posing in a black
bodycon jumpsuit, the Pavitra
Rishta actress shared on her IG:
“To every woman who has ever
been told she’s too much. Too loud,
too ambitious, too bold. Thank you
for never dimming your light.
Keep shining. The world needs
more of your fire.#noneedofvalida-
tion.”

Despite being a strong-headed
woman herself, Ankita badly miss-
es the presence of her late father,
Shashikant Lokhande.

Wednesday, she remembered
her father on his death anniver-
sary with a special post. Ankita

said that while it has been three
years since her dad left for
heavenly abode, it still feels

like yesterday.
She took to her Insta-
gram handle and posted

a throwback family
picture featuring

Ankita, her mother,
and her late father.

“Some wounds
don’t get healed..
You just learn to
hold them gent-
ly.. Three years
have gone
by, yet it still
| feels like yes-

" terday.. I'm so
) ‘ grateful to have
W%’ had afather like
him my hero, my
friend, my big-

gest strength,”
Ankita cap-

tioned the
post.

Ankita
revealed
that she
holds on

tightly to
all the
lovely
mem-
ories
with
her
father.
IANS
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a

manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

A CARRIER PIGEON HAS
TO LEARN TO FLY WITH
A MESSAGE TIED TO
HIS LEG...
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1 Seaport

5 Toboggans

I BREVITY 8 Surgical knife
9 Dwelling
10 Come to pass
11 TV station
12 Amend

R A JUNICR'S POTTY 14 Celestial body
CHOO-CHooO! — I' - TRAINING. 17 Specia]
celebration

19 Bullion unit
22 Fatuous
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23 Aeronaut leftovers
24 Foe 7 First-rate
25 African pests 12 Be ecstatic
13 Shake
Down 15 Employ
1 Undue speed 16 Boarder
2 Serengeti sounds 18 On one’s guard
3 Fish hawks 20 Airport terminals
4 Antiquities 21 Sea swallows

5 Andean animal
6 Coffee pot
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Officers to face salary
cut for delay In projects

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
Rural Development (RD) Min-
ister Rabi Narayan Naik Sun-
day directed officers to ensure
completion of construction
projects within the stipulated
time, saying delays would re-
sult in salary deductions.

While reviewing the status of
projects in all 60 divisions un-
der the RD department during
a state-level meeting here, Naik
directed officers to make sure
all construction projects must
be completed within the stipu-
lated time while maintaining
high quality standards. “Delays
would result in salary deduc-
tions for the officers,” the RD
Minister said.

Naik appreciated the depart-
ment’s strong performance
under PMGSY-4 at the nation-
al level, and congratulated of-

Paddy farmers can
use self-declaration
forms for registration

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August
17: Farmers in Odisha can
use self-declaration forms
to register themselves and
sell their paddy to the gov-
ernment during the Kharif
Marketing Season (KMS)
2025-26, Food Supplies and
Consumer Welfare (FSCW)
Minister Krushna Chandra
Patra said here Sunday.

Briefing reporters, Pa-
tra said, “We have further
simplified the registration
process for farmers to par-
ticipate in the paddy pro-
curement process. They can
now register themselves by
submitting a self-declaration
form, which we have distrib-
uted to all districts.”

The government has also
extended the deadline for
registration of paddy farmers
from August 20 to 25. Now, the
entire registration process of
the farmers will be completed
by August 30, the FSCW Min-
ister said.

The state government has
taken this decision after ma-
ny farmers were seen facing
difficulties in completing
registration owing to the
non-availability or delay in
submission of certain docu-
ments like consent letter from
the legal heirs, co-sharers,
and genealogy report from
the Revenue Inspector, an
officer said.

Meanwhile, the FSCW
department has sent the
self-declaration forms to
all district Collectors to fa-
cilitate the smooth conduct
of the registration process
and to ensure that eligible
farmers are not deprived of
the benefits of the minimum
support price (MSP).

The paddy procurement
for the Kharif crop season is
scheduled to start from the
first week of November.

A DEDICATED REGIONAL TEAM
WILL BE FORMED TO REVIEW THE

STATUS OF DELAYED PROJECTS
UNDER RD DEPARTMENT

ficials for their achievements,
especially in districts like Ka-
lahandi, Nabarangpur and Ray-
agada where projects were im-
plemented in saturation mode.
Discussions were also held
on the construction targets for
FY2025-26. “Under the MMSY,
5,000 km of roads across 521
projects are set to be construct-
ed during the financial year,”
an official statement said.
Expressing satisfaction over
the progress made on 400 bridg-
es under the Setu Bandhan Yo-
jana and the construction of 253
buildings, Naik urged officers
to take greater responsibility.
He stated that under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi, the state govern-

ment is giving high importance
on rural development, with ap-
propriate budget allocations in
place. “The RD department plays
a crucial role in improving the
lives of people in rural Odisha.
Over the next five years, the
department aims to construct
30,000 km of roads and 500 bridg-
es,” he said, urging officers to
achieve with dedication.

Naik emphasised account-
ability in every project, in-
structing that monthly con-
struction targets be set and
monitored for each division. A
dedicated regional team will be
formed to review the status of
delayed projects. He also made
it clear that any negligence
leading to delays or poor-qual-
ity work will be dealt with
strictly — including holding re-
sponsible officials accountable,
stopping salaries, and initiating
departmental action.

INSYNC

Artistes perform
during 'Mallhar
2025' organised by
Nupur at Bhanja
Kala Mandap in
Bhubaneswar,
Sunday

Odisha’s seafood sector reels under 50% US tariff

‘SHRIMP FARMERS FACE CRISIS

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
Odisha’s seafood industry has
plunged into deep crisis after
the US government imposed
a steep 50 per cent tariff on all
Indian imports. The move, an-
nounced by President Donald
Trump in retaliation for India’s
continued oil trade with Rus-
sia, has hit the coastal state’s
shrimp exports the hardest.
With Vannamei shrimp mak-
ing up 99.5 per cent of Odisha’s
$170 million marine exports
to the US, this trade has been
thrown into disarray. Export-
ers are reporting suspended
orders, price renegotiations,
and the looming risk of finan-
cial distress. The US remains
Odisha’s largest seafood mar-
ket, accounting for more than
45 per cent of its total exports.
The 50 per cent tariff will
definitely impact both facto-
ries and farmers in Odisha, said
Hari Marine General Manager
(Marketing) R Venkatesh.
“Among all export destina-
tions including Japan and Viet-

Naveen hospitalised; condition stable

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
BJD chief and Leader of the Op-
position in Assembly Naveen
Patnaik was admitted to a pri-
vate hospital here Sunday due
to dehydration.

His health condition is stated
to be stable and is improving.

“Shri Naveen Patnaik was
admitted to SUM Ultimate
Medicare, Bhubaneswar, at
5.15 pm today due to dehydra-
tion. His condition is stable
and he is responding well to
treatment,” a bulletin issued
by the hospital said.

In another statement issued
at 11 pm, the hospital said that
treatment is underway and his
condition is improving.

The 78-year-old former CM
complained of uneasiness Sat-
urday night and some doctors
visited his residence, party

leaders said.

BJD’s national spokesper-
son and Rajya Sabha MP Sas-
mit Patra posted a video on X,
in which Patnaik, lying in a
hospital bed, could be seen in-
teracting with the treating doc-
tors. The medical practitioners
asked him how he was feeling,
to which he responded that he
was feeling well.

Governor Hari Babu Kam-
bhampati, CM Mohan Charan
Majhiand Union Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan prayed for the
speedy recovery of Patnaik.

“I came to know about the
illness of Odisha's former chief
minister Shri Naveen Patnaik.
I pray to Lord Shri Jagannath
for his speedy recovery,” the
Governor wrote on X.

Majhi, in a post, said, “I
came to know about the ill-
ness of the opposition leader,
Honorable @Naveen_Odisha.

I pray to Lord Shri Jagannath
for his speedy recovery and
good health.”

Pradhan said, “I came to know
that the former chief minister
of Odisha, opposition leader @
Naveen_QOdisha is unwell. I pray
to Lord Shri Jagannath for his
good health and speedy recovery.”

Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee (OPCC) president
Bhakta Charan Das, in a post
on X, said, "I am deeply con-
cerned upon hearing the news
of the illness of former chief
minister and Leader of the Op-
position, Shri @Naveen_QOdis-
ha. I pray to Lord Jagannath for
his speedy recovery and good
health."

BJD, in an X post, said, "The
blessings of Lord Jagannath
and the goodwill of the people
of Odisha are with Naveen
Patnaik as he continues his
recovery."

nam, the US remains
the most significant for
both India and Odisha.
Without urgent dip-
lomatic intervention,
this situation could be-
come very troubling,”
Venkatesh pointed out.

The industry’s concerns are
echoed at the top too.

Falcon Marine Exports Lim-
ited Chairman Tara Ranjan
Patnaik noted that Odisha
alone exports seafood worth
nearly Rs 1,500 crore to the
US annually, out of India’s Rs
22,000 crore seafood trade with

THE US REMAINS
ODISHA’S LARGEST
SEAFOOD MARKET,
ACCOUNTING FOR
MORE THAN 45 PER

CENT OF ITS TOTAL
EXPORTS

that country.

“While there are
alternative countries
we can export to, the
prices in those mar-
kets may be lower or
different. This will
create additional
pressure on fish farmers, who
are already under financial
strain,” Patnaik warned.

Fish farmers in coastal dis-
tricts are feeling the tariff heat.

Highlighting the tariff im-
pact, Chakradhar Sahoo, a
shrimp farmer from Balasore,
said, “We usually sell around

150 tonne shrimp to exporters.
But now rates are being cut due
to the tarift.”

Exporters, however, are hold-
ing on to cautious optimism.

Gyan Ranjan Dash, a sea-
food exporter, said let’s hope
the governments of both coun-
tries engage in constructive
dialogue. “That’s the only way
forward for the industry and
for the lakhs of livelihoods at
stake,” added Dash.

The impact may extend be-
yond seafood.

ASSOCHAM Odisha State
Development Council Chair-
man Pankaj Lochan Mohanty
said the state’s famed textile
and garment sectors, includ-
ing Sambalpuri and Ikat han-
dlooms, could also suffer due
to higher prices, reducing US
consumer demand.

“It’s not just about trade;
this affects livelihoods, rural
stability, and employment. We
must now diversify markets,
improve product quality, and
explore untapped regions like
Southeast Asia and Europe,”
Mohanty said.

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

EVERY

REPLY

QUESTION WILL GET
A PARROT.. ER.. |
MEAN, A PROMPT

A
O L

OMANJUL.

PRESS
CONFERENCE

Ignore social media posts on Balanga burn victim: Cops

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
The police Sunday appealed to
the people not to pay heed to so-
cial media posts on the recent
death of a 15-year-old girl due to
burn injuries in Puri district’s
Balanga as it is a sensitive mat-
ter involving a minor victim.

Puri Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) Pinak Mishra said that
their investigation into the case
is in the last stage, and they
were also probing who recorded
avideo clip showing the injured
girl saying something that went
viral Sunday.

In the FIR registered at
Balanga police station, the
victim’s mother alleged that
her daughter was kidnapped
and set ablaze on the banks of
the Bhargavi river July 19 by
three persons. With 70 per cent
burns, the teenager was admit-
ted to AIIMS-Bhubaneswar
and the next day airlifted to

AIIMS-Delhi, where she died
August 2.

Hours after her death, the
police said, in an X post, “Ac-
cording to the investigation
conducted so far, it is clear that
no other person is involved.”
Her father also said, without
elaborating, that his daughter
was ‘under mental pressure
and took her life’.

Referring to certain social
media posts where the minor
victim was heard saying some-
thing about the incident un-
der which she suffered burn
injuries, Mishra said, “Please
do not pay attention to such
posts. I also appeal to all that
one should refrain from for-
warding such sensitive content
involving a minor victim.”

The SP said the investigation
into the minor girl’s death is al-
most at the last stage, and the
police were waiting for certain
reports from the forensic sci-
ence laboratory before submit-

BJD DEMANDS JUDICIAL PROBE

he BJD Sunday accused

the state government
of shielding the culprits
involved in the Balanga minor
girl burning incident and
demanded a judicial probe into
the incident. Addressing media
at Sankha Bhawan, senior BJD
leader Lenin Mohanty said the

state government has been f‘

shielding the culprits in the
Balanga incident as despite

the girl - in her statement - naming the perpetrators, Odisha Police
is yet to make any arrest. “We demand a judicial inquiry into the
matter and resignation of Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida as
the incident took place in her Nimapara Assembly constituency.

A judicial probe will reveal the truth as the police’s role is also
suspected,” Mohanty said. Senior BJD leaders Ipsita Sahoo and

Subrat Chhatoi were also present.

ting a charge-sheet in the court.
He claimed that the police
have been investigating the
matter thoroughly.
“Initially, there were some

POURING SUPPORT: BJD and BJP workers from across the state join Congress in presence of OPCC president Bhakta Charan Das and other senior

party leaders in Bhubaneswar, Sunday

OP PHOTO

specific allegations, which had
also been part of the FIR. On
that day when the victim was
being shifted to the hospital,
she had made a similar state-

ment. I think the video that has
gone viral was made that day,”
Mishra said.

He said, “We are probing who
actually recorded the video and
how it went to social media.
This was a confidential mat-
ter,” the SP told reporters.

Mishra said that the police
have taken assistance from
their cyber team and are in-
vestigating the matter.

“Since the victim is a mi-
nor, her name or video in-
volving her should not go vi-
ral. This is a violation of the
Juvenile Justice Act,” the
SP said, adding that the last
statement of the victim was
recorded in the presence of a
judicial magistrate.

“We have followed complete
transparency in the investiga-
tion. The family members of the
victim were aware of it. There-
fore, I appeal again to ignore
the social media video on this
matter,” the SP said.

Workshop in City on user
experience, design system

Bhubaneswar: Citizens can derive
maximum benefit when the state
and Central governments work in
close coordination, said Electronics
and Information Technology
(E&IT) and Energy departments
secretary Vishal Kumar Dev during
his inaugural address at a state-
level awareness and sensitisation
workshop on user experience

and design system brought here
Sunday. The workshop brought
together officials from the state
government, National Informatics
Centre, and Odisha Computer
Application Centre (OCAC).
Welcoming the participants, E&IT
special secretary Pradeep Kumar
Raut highlighted the importance
of user experience and design
systems and encouraged
officers to apply these concepts
to strengthen citizen-centric
applications. In his introductory
remarks, NeGD chief technology
officer Debabrata Nayak
underlined the role of UX and
design systems in enhancing
efficiency, timeliness, simplicity,
and overall service delivery.

400 arrested under Operation Garuda

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
The Odisha Police has arrest-
ed 406 criminals and executed
3,643 non-bailable warrants
(NBWs) between August 1 and
16, 2025 under Operation Garu-
da, a special enforcement drive,
official sources said Sunday.

The state police execut-
ed 3,643 NBWs, arrested 406
criminals, registered 1,806
Excise cases with seizure of
47,105.56 litres of illicit liquor
and cash of Rs 3,400, seized
63 firearms and registered 57
NDPS cases wherein 3,030.35
kg of ganja was seized under
Operation Garuda.

These apart, 70 cases of gam-
bling were registered in which
Rs 6,28,725, 52 two-wheelers and
47 mobile phones were seized,
and 163 drunken driving cases
were registered in which 163

vehicles seized under the cam-
paign, Odisha Police said.

In the district-wise perfor-
mance, Ganjam led in NBW
execution with 383 warrants,
and cracked down on illegal

arms with recovery of 11 fire-
arms and 30 arrests. It was
followed by Sambalpur which
made notable progress with 12
NDPS cases, seizure of over
50 kg of ganja, 2,599 bottles of
cough syrup, and arrest of 24
accused. In gambling cases, 10
raids led to 18 arrests. Kand-
hamal district police seized
over five tonnes of explosives
and arrested five individuals
involved in illegal possession.
A wide range of vehicles,
firearms, cash, and contraband
were seized during the coordi-
nated operation involving all
district SPs and senior officers.
ADGP Sanjay Kumar said,
“Odisha Police is committed to
ensuring safety and justice for
all citizens. Operation Garuda
will continue with full force in
the coming days to maintain
law and order situation and
eliminate criminal activities.”




Orissa

MONDAY | AUGUST 18, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

downtown

Heavy rain likely as low ,o.iceridilon

MOBILE APPLICATION [ |

An exclusive initiative for the benifit of sports persons

-y

SHR Esﬂm BANS
{Hon'ble Min ot Education, Sparts Servioes

several areas of the state, ¢ & Culture, ©

Odia Langy

pressure forms in Bay -

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) Sunday issued
a warning for heavy rainfall
across various parts of Odisha
over the next few days due to
the formation of a low-pres-
sure area in the Bay of Bengal.

The low-pressure area
formed over the Bay of Bengal
off northern Andhra Pradesh
and southern Odisha coasts at
8.30am Sunday.

“Under the influence of the
upper air cyclonic circulation
over west central and adjoin-
ing northwest Bay of Bengal
off north Andhra Pradesh
and south Odisha coasts, a
low-pressure area has formed
over the same region at 8.30
hrs IST of today, 17th August
2025,” informed the IMD in its
bulletin Sunday.

The IMD further predicted
that the cyclonic circulation

"Odisha launches direct

Bhub-Jharsuguda flights

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
In a significant step towards
enhancing regional connec-
tivity and fostering inclusive
growth, the state government
commenced direct flight ser-
vices between Bhubaneswar
and Jharsuguda under the pi-
oneering B-MAAN (Building
and Management of Aviation
Assets and Network) scheme
here Saturday.

The service, operated by
Star Air with a 76-seater air-
craft, is a key initiative un-
der state’s new destination
policy, designed to strength-
en air links within the state
and boost economic opportu-
nities. The flights will oper-
ate every Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday, with daily flights
commencing from August
24, 2025.

The inaugural flight was
flagged off by Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi from
Bhubaneswar’s Biju Patnaik
International Airport.

CLASSIFIED

By virtue of an
affidavit sworn before
Executive Magistrate,
Bhubaneswar, dated :
13.08.2025, I Priyanka
Sao, resident of

F/2, Block-F, Rail

Kunj Complex,

Beside Rail Sadan,
Chandrasekharpur, P.S.
- Chandrasekharpur,
Bhubaneswar, Dist :
Khordha, Odisha, Pin

- 751017, declare that

I have changed my
name from Priyanka
Sahu to Priyanka Sao.
Henceforth, I shall be
known as Priyanka Sao
for all purposes.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.

IMD predicted
the cyclonic
circulation is likely
to concentrate into
a depression during
subsequent 24-hours
and cross south
Odisha-north Andhra
Pradesh coasts
around morning
August 19

is likely to concentrate into a
depression during subsequent
24-hours and cross south Odi-
sha-north Andhra Pradesh
coasts around morning
August 19.

The IMD predicted that the
low-pressure system is expect-
ed to bring heavy rainfall to

particularly in the southern
region.

The weatherman issued
orange warning predicting
heavy to very heavy rainfall
along with thunderstorm to
occur at one or two places
over the southern Odisha dis-
tricts, Koraput, Malkangiri,
Rayagada, Gajapati,.

Similarly, yellow warning
of heavy rainfall has been is-
sued by the agency for Gan-
jam, Kandhamal, Kalahandi,
Nabarangpur, Puri, Khur-
da, Nayagarh, Subarnapur,
Boudh, Nuapada, Bolangir,
Jharsuguda, Sundargarh,
Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Bal-
asore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Ken-
drapara, Cuttack, Jagatsingh-
pur districts.

The IMD has issued a red
warning alerting about ex-
tremely heavy rain fall at
one or two places over the dis-
tricts of Koraput, Malkangiri,
Nabarangpur Monday.

The IMD has also antici-
pated that districts such as
Koraput, Malkangiri, Ray-
agada, Gajapati, Nabarang-
pur, and Kalahandi may
experience damage to plan-
tations, horticultural crops
and crops.

Additionally, kutcha hous-
es, walls, and huts could be
affected, along with the pos-
sibility of road flooding, wa-
terlogging in low-lying areas,
and occurrences of localised
landslides, mudslides, land or
mud slips, and sinking of land
or mud.

G-20 YOUTH SUMMIT IN SOUTH AFRICA

Odia youth heads Indian delegation

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
In a remarkable achievement,
Odia youth Omm Priyadarshi
Chhotaray has been nominat-
ed to head the Indian delegation
for the upcoming G-20 Youth
Summit in Johannesburg,
South Africa, scheduled from
August 18 to 22.

Representing the Central
government, he will present
India’s perspectives on the
economy, environmental sus-
tainability, and youth entre-
preneurship before the twenty
leading nations, while also
engaging in deliberations on
pressing global challenges. The
Indian delegation will also meet
heads of state from different
countries to discuss matters of
national interest.

Reflecting on India’s lead-
ership role, Omm said, “The
country’s G-20 Presidency in

\

2023 advanced the vision of
universal unity. This year, the
theme ‘One Earth, One Family,
One Future’ will form the foun-
dation of the discussions.”
Previously serving as trea-
surer of the G-20 Youth Group,
Omm has represented India at
several international forums
including BRICS, CoP, and the
Commonwealth. He is current-
ly an advisor to the Ministry of
Sports and Youth Affairs.

N

BOOST FOR ATHLETES: Sports Minister Suryabanshi Suraj, along with other dignitaries, launches ‘Meet Ur Expert’, an exclusive mobile application for
the benefit of sportspersons at Kalinga Stadium Tennis Centre in Bhubaneswar Sunday

RTPS Act set to transform
citizen services In state

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
The Right to Public Service
(RTPS) Act is not just an instru-
ment of service delivery. It is a
commitment to redefine gover-
nance itself, said Housing and
Urban Development depart-
ment principal secretary Usha
Padhee at a meeting on RTPS
Act, with a focus on strength-
ening urban governance and
citizen-centric service delivery
in the state.

“By embedding accountabili-
ty, efficiency, and transparency
at every level, we aim to create
cities where citizens’ rights
become the responsibility of
the service providers, Padhee
added.

Delivering a special presen-
tation, Centre for Youth and

@

Odisha Right to Public Services Act

Housing & Urban Development Department,
e Government of Odisha

Social Development (CYSD)
co-founder and mentor Jagad-
ananda highlighted the trans-
formative potential of the
RTPS Act. Drawing parallels
with the Right to Information
Act, he noted that RTPS could
serve as a catalyst in urban
governance. He emphasised
the need for capacity building,

system re-engineering, effec-
tive record-keeping, and citi-
zen-oriented reforms to take
this forward.

Senior officials including
BDA vice-chairman N Thirum-
ala Nayak, Municipal Admin-
istration director Arindam
Dakua, BMC commissioner
Chanchal Rana, additional
secretaries Rabindra Kumar
Sahoo, and S Routray, along
with other officers of the de-
partment, participated in the
deliberations at Kharavela
Bhawan.

The meeting reaffirmed
the department’s commit-
ment to building a gover-
nance framework that puts
citizens first and ensures
timely, transparent, and
accountable public services
across urban Odisha.

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

Temporary cancellation of
trains due to safety works

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
In order to enhance safety, im-
prove operational efficiency,
and increase train handling
capacity, East Coast Railway
(ECoR) will undertake Pre-
Non Interlocking (Pre-NI) and
Non Interlocking (NI) works
at Rahama, Badabandha, and
Paradeep stations under Khu-
rda Road Division.

These essential works are
being carried out for the com-
missioning of the Auto-Signal-
ling System between Rahama-—
Paradeep section and to facil-
itate the provision of an addi-
tional loop line at Badabandha
Station.

Train no 68435 / 68436 —
Cuttack-Paradeep-Cuttack
MEMU Passenger and Train
no 58405 / 58406 — Cuttack—
Paradeep-Cuttack Passen-
ger will remain cancelled in
both directions from August
16 to 20.

Governor lauds state’s rich cuIturaI heritage

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
Governor Hari Babu Kam-
bhampati, accompanied by
First Lady Jayashree Kam-
bhampati, visited Sudarshan
Art and Crafts Village in City
Sunday and keenly observed
the sculptures by Padma
Vibhushan Sudarshan Sahoo.

Sahoo explained the begin-
ning to end process of the stone
sculptures, starting from how
stones are sourced, the time

Court’s stray dogs ruhngs

T 4

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
Several animal welfare or-
ganisations, animal rights
activists, and concerned citi-
zens gathered at Lower PMG
Square, Sunday afternoon
here, expressing strong oppo-
sition to recent court rulings
on stray dogs.

Demonstrators voiced their
concerns over recent hearings
by the Supreme Court and the
Rajasthan High Court, claim-
ing a regressive and unrealis-
tic approach to stray dog man-
agement. Holding placards
and banners, with slogans
promoting compassion and
coexistence, the protestors
called out that such rulings
ignore India’s cultural and
ecological traditions of living
harmoniously with animals.

The event was organised
and coordinated by Animal
Welfare Trust Ekamra (AW-
TE) and Speak for Animals
Trust. Participants voiced

test against he
Peaceful Prgoudvgzrdmt on

d.gmeous Dogs

for a community-led, humane
solutions—particularly the ef-
fective implementation of the
Animal Birth Control (ABC)
programme—rather than
mass removal or indefinite
sheltering of stray dogs.
“Coexistence with animals
is deeply rooted in our culture
and represents the most sus-
tainable path forward,” said
one of the organiser while ad-
dressing the gathering.
Activists argued that the
ABC programme, which in-
volves sterilising and vac-
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cinating stray dogs before
releasing them back to their
original locations, remains
the most practical and ethi-
cal method of population con-
trol. However, the initiative is
poorly implemented across
the country.

AWTE founder Purabi Pa-
tra pointed out the logistical
and financial challenges of
long-term sheltering propos-
als and said, “When we are in
a race to become a developed
country and we don’t want
to see dogs on the road, we

and dedication required for
each creation, and the tech-
niques behind creating the

opposed

should ensure that we have
the capacity to match infra-
structure and resource need
for sheltering. Many countries
have successfully implement-
ed the Animal Birth Control
programme. We should learn
from them.”

“Neutered dogs stay healthy
and become docile, saving
the enormous costs of life-
time care. Rather than an
unfeasible sheltering plan,
focusing on successful ABC
programmes is a more hu-
mane and practical solution,”
she added.

A joint appeal to both the
public and policymakers
was made by the protestors
to uphold a balanced, com-
passionate, and ecologically
informed approach towards
animal welfare. Demonstra-
tors stressed that protecting
stray dogs does not come at
the cost of public safety—but
both goals can be met through
science-based, communi-
ty-supported strategies.

sculptures that have brought
Odisha global recognition.
Governor admired the preci-

sion, creativity, and hard work
reflected in the artistes’ works,
calling them living examples of
Odisha’s centuries-old artistic
tradition.

Deeply impressed by the leg-
acy, Kambhampati described
Odisha as a land of art and cul-
ture where traditional crafts-
manship continues to thrive
with great vibrancy. He praised
the contribution of artisans in
safeguarding the state’s cul-
tural identity and promoting
it globally.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Students and teachers of Panchayat Government High School at Balaramprasad village under Odapada block in Dhenkanal
district take out an awareness rally aimed at bringing dropouts back to schools, Sunday

Denied liquor, man beats wife to death

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kalimela, August 17: In a hor-
rific incident at Ginipali village
under the jurisdiction of MV-
79 police station in Malkangiri
district’s Kalimela block, a man
allegedly killed his wife in a
drunken rage after she refused
to give him liquor.

The victim, identified as
38-year-old Prabhati Kunja,
was beaten to death with a hoe
by husband Bhima Kunja, who
was arrested and forwarded to
court Sunday.

According to police, Bhima,
a habitual drinker, frequently

abused his wife. On the day
of the incident, Prabhati had
hired labourers to work on
their farmland and, following

Kalahandi youth scales Mt
Kilimanjaro in record time

POST NEWS NETWORK

local custom, prepared liquor
for them but did not allow Bhi-
ma to get drunk. Enraged, Bhi-
ma attacked Prabhati while she
was working on the field. He
beat her with a hoe handle and
dragged her back home. There,

he continued the assault by bru-
tally beating her and went on to
insert a stick into her private
parts, leading to her death.
Two village girls who wit-
nessed the attack and attempt-
ed to intervene were threatened
by Bhima, who chased them
with a knife. Villagers eventu-
ally subdued him and handed
him over to the police. Bhima,
who has two sons and a daugh-
ter, was arrested and sent to
court on charges filed under a
case (125/25) registered at MV-
79 police station. The couple’s
children are said to be devas-
tated by their mother’s death.
A forensic team from Naba-
rangpur visited the crime scene
to collect evidence, and an in-
vestigation is ongoing.

0P PHOTO

Man awarded 20-yr
RI for raping minor

Nabarangpur: A POCSO court in
Nabarangpur district has sen-

tenced a man to 20 years rigorous
imprisonment for raping a minor

girl. Additional District and Sessions
Judge-cum-special POCSO Judge,
Basudev Acharya, Saturday imposed
a fine 0f 10,000 on the convict Tiken-
dra Jani and sentenced him to 20
years of rigorous imprisonment, said
Sachidananda Swain, special public
prosecutor of the court. The District
Legal Services Authority (DLSA)

has been directed by the court to
provide compensation of ¥14.5 lakh
to the victim, said Swain. According
to the prosecution, Jani engaged in

a physical relationship with the girl
after luring her with a promise of
marriage. He subsequently refused
to marry the victim when she became
pregnant. On the basis of a complaint
lodged by the victim’s family at Papa-
dahandi police station September 12,
2024, the accused was arrested and
forwarded to the court.

Leopard population on rise

in Mahanadi iId

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nayagarh, August 17: The
population of leopards is on the
rise in Mahanadi wildlife divi-
sion of Nayagarh district, For-
est officials said. Once counted
at 17, the number of leopards
has now climbed to 35.

Alongside the growth in
numbers, reports suggest
the presence of rare melanis-
tic leopards in the division.
During the 2023 tiger census
in the state, a camera trap in
the Mahanadi Wildlife Divi-
sion captured images of a black
leopard, a rare genetic variant.
Environmentalists and locals
expressed happiness after re-
ports indicated that more than
one black tiger may be roaming
the forests of Nayagarh.

However, Forest authorities
have maintained secrecy over
the findings and clarified that
presence of only one black
leopard has been officially
confirmed.

The first recorded sighting
of black leopard in Odisha was
in 2015. It was again spotted in
2021 through camera traps in
the Banigochha (West) forest
range of Daspalla. The then
Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (Wildlife), Sushant
Nanda, highlighted the rare
occurrence on social media,
sparking wider attention in
November 2023.

Later that year, the animal
was again captured by cam-
era traps in the Chhamundia
forest area under Gania block.
In 2015 and 2022, authorities
had referred to the animal as a
“black cheetah,” a description
carried in the media. But in
2023, officials confirmed it to
be a black-coloured leopard,
strengthening reports of a
unique and rare lineage thriv-
ing in the Nayagarh forests.

-

According to the 2017-18 tiger
census, Nayagarh was home to
17 leopards. The census, con-
ducted every four years, was
last held in 2021-22. However,
the exact number of the ani-
mals was not disclosed.

On the other hand, enumera-
tion of tigers is also carried out
in June and December every
year. Authorities use trap cam-
eras to track the population of
tigers, the rare melanistic tiger,
elephants and other wildlife.

The Mahanadi Wildlife Di-
vision has now estimated that
by 2025, the forest area could
house 30-35 leopards, includ-
ing one melanistic. Yet, from
2017 to 2025, no comprehensive
data is available on the total
population of the big cats or
the number of animal deaths
in the division.

“We currently have one black
leopard and 30 to 35 regular
leopards in our forest,” said
Amaresh Pradhan, Divisional
Forest Officer of the Mahanadi
Wildlife Division. “The depart-
ment is focusing on preventing
poaching of tigers and other
wildlife. I am new to this post,
but priority is being given to
ensuring the animals’ safety,”
he added.

However, repeated seizures
of leopard hides from the Das-
palla range have raised trou-

Dairy farmers allege torture, extortion by Chh’garh Police

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, August 17:
Rahul Prad- -
han, a young

- mountain-
eer from
Kalahandi,
has set a
new record
by success-
fully scaling
Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa.
Climbers usually take five to
six days to ascend the 5,895-me-
tre tall peak. However, Rahul
became the first Indian to com-
plete the climb in just 15 hours
and 53 minutes. He also scaled
the peak at night, adding to the
challenge. On Independence
Day, Rahul hoisted the Trico-
lour atop Mount Kilimanjaro
after his successful ascent. Last
year, he had achieved a similar
feat by summiting Europe’s
Mount Elbrus in 22 hours on
Independence Day and unfurl-
ing the Tricolour there.

Rahul’s latest success has

drawn widespread praise from
various quarters in the district.

Female police constable
found hanging from tree

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
The body of a female police con-
stable was found hanging from a
tree near the Nuapada railway
station, officials said Sunday.

Her husband and mother-in-
law were arrested on the charge
of abetment to suicide.

After spotting the body Satur-
day, locals informed the police,
who brought the body down and
sent it for post-mortem exam-
ination, they said.

The deceased constable sent
a purported video message to
several people hours before
her body was found, stating that
she was planning to end her life
because of “torture” by her hus-
band and in-laws.

“We have registered a case of
abetment to suicide. We are ver-
ifying the video,” said a police
officer. The police arrested the
constable’s husband and moth-
er in-law and forwarded them
to court, he said.

“During investigation, it was
found that the constable’s hus-
band and mother in-law were
harassing her. So we have ar-
rested them,” said the police of-
ficer of Nuapada police station.

Sonepur, August 17: Two
dairy farmers from Odisha have
accused Chhattisgarh Police of
harassment and extortion while
they were transporting cows
under the state government’s
flagship Mukhyamantri Kamad-
henu Yojana.

According to complaints filed
by women beneficiaries of the
scheme, the incident occurred
in Mahasamund district of Ch-
hattisgarh under Balda police
limits. The victims were iden-
tified as Kalakanhu Nayak of
Katapali village and Parakhit
Dehery of Bagiabahali village
in Tarbha police station area
of Subarnapur district. Their

wives, Kavita Nayak and Dee-
pa Dehery, are registered ben-
eficiaries under the scheme
through the Go Sugam portal.

As per the government guide-
lines, the farmers had travelled
to Mahasamund Monday to buy
cross-bred cows. Kalakanhu
purchased two cows with a calf,
while Parakhit bought one cow
with a calf. The animals were
certified by local veterinary of-
ficials, tagged, and loaded onto
a pickup van along with valid
health documents for transpor-
tation to Odisha.

However, Balda police inter-
cepted the vehicle, alleged the
papers were forged and accused
the farmers of illegal cattle
transport. They allegedly de-

Fraud slur against BJD leader Ankit Jena

Kendrapara: A major fraud case has been registered in Kendrapara Town
police station against BJD leader Ankit Jena of Mahanga, police said
Saturday. According to the complaint filed August 13, Aishwarya Pratap
Jena, managing director of Bhubaneswar-based Emporia Works Pvt Ltd,
former managing director Ankit Pratap Jena; Kendrapara manager Debasish
Das and Hitesh Mishra allegedly defrauded the complainants of 48 lakh. A
case (164/25) was registered at the Town police station in this connection.
The complaint was lodged by Arabind Tripathy and Ganesh Kumar Swain,
proprietors of SSB Electrical at Chandi Chhak in Cuttack. They alleged

that Emporia Works was executing an underground 33 KV cable-laying
project in Kendrapara district since 2023 and their firm was working for it.
Despite dues reaching 748 lakh, the company has failed to make payments
to them, they said. The project manager Debasish Das reportedly assured
them that the pending payment would be cleared May 14 but it has not
been released so far, the complainants added. They also claimed that non-
payment of the amount has made it impossible to disburse labour wages.

In a counter-complaint, project manager Das lodged a case against the two
proprietors of SSB Electrical at the same police station accusing them of
negligence during project execution, which allegedly caused financial losses
to Emporia Works. Police have registered a separate case (165/25) in this
connection. Kendrapara Town police officer Dilip Kumar Sahu confirmed the
development stating that complaints from both sides have been registered.
A preliminary investigation is underway in this connection, he said.

Kalahandi: Civil services a

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhawanipatna, August 17:
A select group of civil services
aspirants in Kalahandi district
will get coaching free of cost
every year under the newly
launched ‘Mission Akankhya’,
an official said Saturday.

An MOU in this regard was
signed between the Kalahandi
district administration and
Vision IAS, New Delhi, on the
occasion of Independence Day,
he said.

Vision IAS vice-president Dee-
pali Chaturvedi and Kalahandi
Collector Sachin Pawar signed
the agreement to implement the
mission under the CSR initiative

» 1 :
manded a bribe of %1 lakh. When
the farmers could not pay the
amount, police detained them
along with the vehicle and the
cattle at the station from 1pm,
without providing them any
food or water.

The farmers said that police
threatened to frame them in
false cases unless they paid. Ul-
timately, the two farmers and
the vehicle owner were forced

to pay 60,000 and the cattle
and the van were released late
at night. The police reported-
ly withheld the farmers’ ATM
cards and other documents.

The incident has been brought
to the notice of Subarnapur Col-
lector Nriparaj Sahu and senior
veterinary officials, but no ac-
tion has been taken so far.

The farmers alleged that the
prolonged detention caused the
cows and calves to fall sick due
to hunger and exhaustion. They
said harassment by police and
cattle mafia in neighbouring
states has become common
whenever Odisha farmers try
to bring improved breeds from
outside. Similar incidents were
earlier reported from Bargarh

and Dunguripali areas.

Kalakanhu, a different-
ly-abled farmer from Katapa-
li, said he had pinned hopes
on the government scheme,
which provides 70 per cent
subsidy for cross-bred cows,
to sustain his family through
milk production. “We followed
all procedures and bought cows
legally. Still, we were tortured
physically, mentally and finan-
cially,” he said.

Confirming the development,
Tarbha Block Development
Officer Shyam Sundar Panda
said both farmers have lodged
written complaints. The matter
has been reported to the Chief
District Veterinary Officer for
further action.

Bedridden disabled woman awarded enhanced pension

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, August 17: A bed-
ridden woman with disability
in Rayagada, who was deprived
of full pension, has finally re-
ceived the entitled amount
after a report in this con-
nection was published in
OrissaPOST.

Renuka Naik, 20, of Neh-
ru Nagar in Rayagada, has been
paralysed since birth due to a
neurological condition.

She had been receiving a
monthly pension of 31,200 based
on her 2013 disability certificate,
which recorded 80 per cent dis-
ability. After the formation of
the new BJP government, the
pension for persons with 80

OP
|V 2Y:Xeg sovernment assistance for

per cent or more disability was
raised to ¥3,500 per month. How-
ever, despite being issued a new
certificate March 26 this year
showing 90 per cent disability,
Renuka continued to receive
only %1,200 until this week.
She had never received

her medical treatment.

Her case drew attention
after lawyer Gauri Patnaik, for
whom Renuka’s mother works,
provided her with a modern bed
and flagged the issue. Odia dai-
ly Dharitri (August 10) and En-
glish daily OrissaPOST (August
13) carried reports highlighting
how Renuka was denied the
higher pension despite possess-
ing the updated certificate.

Following the reports, Ray-
agada Executive Officer Kuldeep
Kumar, acting on instructions
from senior officials, visited
Renuka’s home August 14 and
handed over the revised pension
0f ¥3,500 in the presence of Pat-
naik. District Social Security Of-
ficer Srikant Panigrahi and the
executive officer also apprised
Sub-Collector Ramesh Jena, who
approved the enhanced pension.

Social activists noted that ma-
ny persons with disabilities in
the district face similar issues
because welfare schemes fail
to reach them. They have de-
manded a district-wide survey
to identify all eligible benefi-
ciaries and ensure they receive
government support.

life Division
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bling questions as to which
jungle these leopards are being
poached in.

Authorities are yet to deter-
mine whether the poaching is
taking place inside the Mah-
anadi Wildlife Division, Nay-
agarh Forest Division, or other
adjoining forests.

The failure to trace the king-
pins behind the poaching net-
works has further fueled alle-
gations that wildlife protection
efforts are being compromised.

Wildlife activists have ac-
cused the Forest and Wildlife
departments of negligence,
pointing out that the Odisha
Police’s Special Task Force
(STF) has seized tiger hides
in multiple operations from
Daspalla forest range without
the knowledge of the local for-
est authorities. The failure to
trace the kingpins behind the
poaching networks has further
fueled allegations that wildlife
protection efforts are being
compromised.

Over the past five years,
the STF has seized more than
seven hides of the felines in
Nayagarh alone. In a recent
case about two months ago,
the STF recovered the hide of
a 10-year-old leopard killed in
Banigochha and arrested two
accused, identified as Gangad-
har Nayak and Rakesh Nayak.

Probe hegins as ranger’s
bribery video goes viral

POST NEWS NETWORK

Buguda, August 17: A video
showing Buguda ranger Pradip
Kumar Mishra allegedly receiv-
ing bribe from timber mafia has
gone viral, sparking widespread
discussion.

The video, shot inside the
Buguda forest division office,
purportedly shows the tim-
ber mafia handing over 5,000
bribe to Mishra in order to
release his seized vehicle.
However, the identity of the
mafia, the exact timing of the
payment, and the reasons be-
hind it remain unclear. When
questioned about the viral clip,
Mishra said the video appeared
to be one and a half to two years
old. He claimed the money was
collected as compound fees and
suggested that someone who re-
corded the clip back then may
have released it now to serve
personal interests after their
demands were not met.

Ghumusar South forest divi-
sion Assistant Conservator of
Forests (ACF) Pradip Behera
confirmed that an inquiry has
been initiated following the vi-
ral video. Since the video is old,
a thorough investigation will be
carried out to uncover the facts,
and appropriate action will be
taken accordingly, he added.

RAJV GANDHI NATIONAL AVIATION UNIVERSITY

(A Central University)
FURSATGANJ, DIST. - AMETHI, UTTAR PRADESH

of the private coaching institute,
the district magistrate said in a
post on X.

The district administration
will provide the infrastructure
facilities and Vision IAS will

impart free coaching to a group
of 60 students each year, selected
on the basis of a written test and
interview in both classroom and
online mode, the official said.
Registrations will start from

spirants to get free coaching

August 22, and the examination
will be conducted on September
21, he said.

Chaturvedi said Vision IAS
has taken similar initiative in
the interiors of aspirational dis-
tricts of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

In Odisha, this is the first
such venture in Kalahandi
district, the official said. Kala-
handi is an aspirational district
identified by the NITI Aayog
for focused development under
the Aspirational Districts Pro-
gramme (ADP).

The selected students will be
provided coaching by experts
in Bhawanipatna from the first
week of October, he added.

NOTIFICATION
Sub : Inviting applications for affiliation for the year 2026-2027
The Rajiv Gandhi National Aviation University (RGNAU) invites
applications for Affiliation as prescribed in Section 4 of Rajiv
Gandhi National Aviation University Act 2013 (No. 26 of 2013)
from the Colleges/Management of the Country for the academic
year 2026-2027.

The details of the courses offered by RGNAU and application
form are available on RGNAU official website https://ranau.

The hard copy of application along with the supporting
documents and application/affiliation fees to be submitted to
the “Office of the Registrar, Rajiv Gandhi National Aviation
University, Fursatganj, Dist. Amethi, Uttar Pradesh -
229302 within the last date as prescribed in the Schedule-

(Revised) of Affiliation Calendar 2026-2027.
Registrar

Rajiv Gandhi National Aviation
University

cbe 03110/12/0003/2526
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A smile acts upon the difficulties

as the sun upon the clouds - it
disperses them

THE MOTHER
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Road To Peace?

S President Donald Trump and his Russian counterpart Vlad-
imir Putin’s much-anticipated summit in Anchorage, Alaska
on 15 August was warm on words but cold on outcome as

it concluded without any agreement on ending Moscow’s war in
Ukraine that has been raging since February 2022. The talks lasted
just over two and a half hours, far shorter than the expected six to
seven hours of discussions. Also, the scheduled lunch never took
place, while journalists were barred from asking questions. The two
leaders, nonetheless, showered praises on each other. Admittedly
such a long drawn conflict cannot be sorted out in one meeting
between two countries alone when multiple other interests are in-
volved.

Putin demonstrated a keen ability to say what Trump wants to
hear, all the while offering little in terms of actual concessions. He
supported Trump’s unverified claim that had Trump been president
four years ago instead of Democrat Joe Biden, the war in Ukraine
would never have happened. “I'm quite sure it would indeed be so,”
Putin remarked. Putin also echoed another claim close to Trump’s

oower Post

STARVATION IN GAZA

Binaifer Nowrojee

tarvation is the slow,
silent unmaking of
the body. Deprived of
basic sustenance, the
body first burns through sug-
ar stores in the liver. Then it
melts muscle and fat, breaking
down tissue to keep the brain
and other vital organs alive. As
these reserves are depleted, the
heart loses its strength, the im-
mune system surrenders, and
the mind begins to fade. The
skin tightens over the bones,
and breathing grows faint. Or-
gans begin to fail in succession,
vision fails, and the body, now
empty, slips away. It is a pro-
longed, agonizing way to die.
We have all seen the images
of emaciated Palestinian babies
and children withering away
from starvation in their moth-
ers’ arms. Yet now that Israel is
intensifying its war —embarking

History will forever re

‘-- i =
cord this moment of

global shame. It will archive the images of
skeletal children alongside those from past
episodes where the world did nothing

On 9 October, 2023, two days af-
ter Hamas killed more than 1,200
Israelis and took more than 200
hostages - itself a serious war
crime —then-Israeli Defense Min-
ister Yoav Gallant announced: “I
have ordered a complete siege on

let them deliver aid. Granting
such permission is also a legal
obligation: Israel has a duty to
facilitate others’ relief schemes
“by all means at its disposal.”
But Israel has continuously
thwarted these efforts.

Israeli forces while attempting
to obtain food at the GHF's four
distribution sites. Worse, the
GHF scheme was never going
to work. According to a report
from the Famine Review Com-
mittee last month, “Our analysis
of the food packages supplied by
the GHF shows that their distri-
bution plan would lead to mass
starvation, even if it was able to
function without the appalling
levels of violence.”

Under international law,
the war crime of starvation
begins at the point of depriva-
tion. When it becomes a more
expansive policy undertaken
with the intent “to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, eth-
nical, racial or religious group,”
it becomes genocide. Multiple
senior Israeli officials have
openly expressed such intent
—including Gallant in October

heart: that the 2020 election, won by Biden, was rigged. on anew campaign to “conquer”  Gaza. There will be no electrici- In January 2024, the Interna- 2023, Finance Minister Bezalel
Trump reciprocated by eulogising “Vladimir,” calling him “a Gaza City —thousands more Pal-  ty, no food, no fuel, everything  tional Court of Justice, through  Smotrich, who in August 2024
strong guy (...) tough as hell.” He described the meeting as “very THERE IS A estinianciviliansmay bekilled,  is closed. We are fighting hu-  legally binding decisions or-  remarked that “it might be jus-
productive,” highlighting “many points that we agreed on.” How- either by bombs or by starvation. = man animals, and we will act  dered Israel to take “immediate  tified and moral” to “cause two
ever, there was clear change of Trump’s stance after the summit. GROWING “This isno longer alooming  accordingly.” The populationof  and effective measurestoenable = million civilians to die of hun-
Despite having warned Russia just days earlier of “very severe con- CONSENSUS hunger crisis,” Ramesh Rajas-  Gaza was dehumanized, andno  the provision of urgently needed  ger,” and Itamar Ben-Gvir, the
sequences” if it didn’t secure a ceasefire in Ukraine, Trump wrote ingham, a senior United Nations  distinction was made between  basic services and humanitari-  Minister for National Security,
on his Truth Social as he flew home from Alaska that it had been THAT ISRAEL IS humanitarian official, told the  civilians and combatants—avi-  anassistance.” Twomonthslat-  who tweeted that “food and aid
“determined by all that the best way to end the horrific war between COMMITTING UN Security Councilon 10 Au-  olation of international humani-  er, it reaffirmed that order and  depots should be bombed.”
Russia and Ukraine is to go directly to a Peace Agreement, which THE MOST gust. “This is starvation, pure  tarianlaw. The siege shutoffall  required that the measures be Palestinians are being inten-
would end the war, and not a mere Ceasefire Agreement, which often and simple.” Alex de Waal, an  supplies into Gaza for 70 days, taken “infull co-operation with  tionally starved to death. Al-
times do not hold up.” Trump also told Ukrainian President Volody- SERIOUS expertonfamine, estimatesthat ~ imposing collective punishment.  the United Nations.” The UN-led ~ though signs of the coming hor-
myr Zelenskyy after the summit that Putin had offered to freeze most OF CRIMES thousands of Gazan children are This first siege was eased on-  humanitarian system was the  rors were clear within months
front lines if Kyiv ceded all of Donetsk, the industrial region that now too weak to eat, even ifthey 1y slightly when Israel allowed  only one capable of preventing  of the war’s onset, many govern-
is one of Moscow’s main targets. Russia already controls a fifth of IN GAZA, hadaccesstofood. “They have  supplies to trickle into Gazain ~ widespread famine in Gaza.  ments averted their eyes. They
Ukraine, including about three-quarters of Donetsk province, which INCLUDING got to that stage of severe acute  early 2024. By that April, Sa- During the cease-fire between  rationalized the restrictions on
it first entered in 2014. Trump went on to advise Zelenskyy on Fox malnutrition where theirbodies = mantha Power, then head of Januaryand Marchofthisyear, aid by arguing that it was going
News: “Make a deal!” Based on how both Trump and Putin framed THE USE OF justcan't digest food.” USAID, was already warningof ~ the UN and other humanitarian ~ to Hamas — a claim that Israel
the discussions in Anchorage, it seems the “deal” being proposed STARVATION AS There is a growing consensus  famine in parts of Gaza. The fol-  organizations were operatingas = now says it has no evidence for
is unlikely to favour Kyiv. Echoing Trump, Putin expressed hope that Israel is committing the  lowing month, Cindy McCain, = many as 400 relief distribution = —and transferred more tonnage
that the Europeans “won’t throw a wrench in the works” or attempt A METHOD OF most serious of crimes in Gaza, executivedirector of World Food  sites. But after Israel broke the  in weapons to Israel than they
“backroom dealings” that could sabotage any progress. WARFARE including the use of starvationas ~ Programme, announced “afull-  cease-fire in March, these were  delivered in aid to Gaza.

In Europe, the summit was seen as a major diplomatic break-
through for Putin, who has been eager to emerge from geopolitical
_isolation. Indeed, Putin’s reputation was rehabilitated on the world
stage after the summit. Despite being the aggressor in Ukraine and
facing war crime charges from the International Criminal Court,
the Russian president was given a spectacular reception by the US.
After years of being sidelined by the West, this was Putin’s first
visit to the US in a decade; and he was greeted by American fighter
jets, ared carpet, and a ride in the Beast, the iconic armoured car
of the PoTUS.
All eyes are now on the crucial meeting slated for 18 August in
Washington which was initially fixed between Trump and Zelenskyy,
but now will also have a group of European and NATO leaders in
attendance. The delegation includes European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen, French President Emmanuel Macron,
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, and NATO Secretary Gener-
al Mark Rutte, among others. The European leaders are joining
_Zelenskyy in an apparent effort to prevent a repeat of the heated
encounter the Ukrainian president faced when he met Trump in the
Oval Office in February. European leaders standing with Zelenskyy
demonstrates the continent’s backing for Ukraine.
As matters stand, the road to peace has been laid. What remains
to be seen is how long it will take to reach the destination.

WISDOM CORNER
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“ When you arise in the morni

privilege it is to be alive - to
love

The snow goose need not bathe to make itself white. Neither
need you do anything but be yourself

LAO TZU

ng, think of what a precious
breathe, to think, to enjoy, to

MARCUS AURELIUS

amethod of warfare. Palestinian
and international human-rights
groups raised the alarm about
this risk within months of the
start of the war, and it has since
been echoed by states on every
continent, as well as by many in
Israel. Former Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert, for example, has
decried what he describes as war
crimes in Gaza, and leading Is-
raeli human-rights groups say
Israel’s actions in the territory
amount to genocide.

Creating homegrown jobs imperative

=

t’'s a complex scenario.
IPrime Minister Narendra
Modi, in his Independence
Day speech, announced a 31
lakh crore job-generation plan
through Employees Provident
Fund (EPF) incentivisation. A
welcome move—yet not an al-
ternative to the Donald Trump-
led assault on the H-1B visa.
This could be an indige-
nous way to create jobs, but it
needs far more ingenuity. The

blown famine” in northern Gaza.
International law prohibits the
use of starvation as a weapon
of war. As the occupying power
in Gaza, Israel must ensure that
the civilian population receives
adequate food, water, medical
supplies, and other essentials. If
those supplies cannot be located
within Gaza itself, they must be
sourced externally.

Over the past 21 months, sev-
eral governments and aid agen-
cies have pleaded with Israel to

money, and other top talent
from flocking abroad. The gov-
ernment spends ¥10-15 lakh
per student during a four-year
IIT BTech programme, with
the total IIT budget for FY25 at
39,660 crore. Yet 30-36% of IIT
graduates migrate each year,
according to LinkedIn and
Threads data, and a National
Bureau of Economic Research
(NBER) study. Among those
who remain, an estimated 70%

shut down, and another siege
was unlawfully imposed.
Israel justified the new siege
by saying that it was cutting off
aid to exert greater pressure on
Hamas - thus acknowledging its
use of starvation as a weapon.
When aid resumed in May, the
UN was replaced by the Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation, a
private food-distribution ar-
rangement organized by Isra-
el. But since then, nearly 1,400
Palestinians have been killed by

doing great disservice to Indian
techies.

The country needs to restore
48-hour week, 8-hour a day, in-
stead of the amended Industri-
al Disputes Act’s impractical
12-hour shifts. Such draconian
moves would promote brain
drain and invite ignominy to
Indian workers world over.

The US Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) has issued warnings

History will forever record this
moment of global shame. It will
archive the images of skeletal
children alongside those from
Ppast episodes where the world did
nothing. One can only hope that
the world will act now to salvage
at least a measure of our humani-
ty, before even more children die.

The writer is President
of the Open Society
Foundations.
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than US-born peers. Addition-
ally, visa sponsorship costs, in-
cluding government and legal
fees, can run up to $34,900, or
even $50,000 when applying for
permanent residency.

The H-1B visa dynamics
are shaping a complex battle-
ground—where legal scrutiny,
worker vulnerabilities, and
economic stakes intersect.
The EEOC warnings and past
misconduct are harbingers of
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Bethel, New York, that attracted some 400,000 fans—ended.
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words). Contributors are

fifty years of cinema this week. Making his debut in 1975 in
eminent director K Balachandar’s “Apoorva Ragangal” (the
film was released on 18 August, 1975), the living legend is tru-
ly a lesson to be read, inspired and emulated. His ups and
downs in life, his super stardom, his spiritualism, his simple
life, humbleness and his rising as a phoenix everytime there
was a low make for a motivational book. His unique style of

sia is very big and you're not” — trivialises a war over
sovereignty and security. Peace is not a commodity; it is
built painstakingly, with credibility, trust, and sustained
negotiation. A mediator must inspire confidence in both
parties, not issue threats or headlines. He must present
multiple frameworks — Plan A, B, and C — so compro-
mise feels like balance, not capitulation. Trump, however,

acting, his mesmerising screen presence, his voice and di-
alogue, his bond with his fans make him the "Super Style
Star of Indian Cinema.” Many of us belong to a generation
that grew watching the hits of this “young man who never
turns old.” An endless list of around 170 movies in a career
spanning over five decades, and this includes films in Tamil,
Hindi, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, and Malayalam, making
him a pan-Indian star. I wish Rajinikanth many more years
of splendid entertaining. Long live Thalaivar! .

M Pradyu, KANNUR

leans on bluster and boasts. His oft-repeated claim that he
"stopped the India-Pakistan war" was flatly questioned in
India itself; New Delhi denied any such intervention. If
such exaggerations define his approach, why should Ukrai-
nians or Europeans trust him with their future? Peace
is won through patience and persuasion, not red carpets
and soundbites. Unless Trump proves he can deliver more
than theatrics, his “deal-making” will remain posturing,
not peace-making.
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couple of old guys were golfing
when one said he was going to
Dr. Taylor for a new set of dentures
in the morning.
His friend remarked that he had
gone to the same dentist a few
years before. “Is that so?” the first
said. “Did he do a good job?”
“Well, I was on the course yesterday

when the
fellow on
the ninth hole
hooked a shot,” he said.
"The ball most have been going 200
mph when it hit me in the stomach.
“That,” he added, “was the first
time in two years my teeth didn't
hurt.”

Gopalaswamy J, CHENNAI
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FROM HILLS TO ISLANDS

One man's solar dream lighting
up Manipur's remotest corners

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, August 17: As the sun
dips behind the remote hills of
Manipur, life in many villages
once slipped into darkness.
Women finished their chores
early, children struggled to
study under kerosene lamps,
and health workers relied on
noisy diesel generators to at-
tend to emergencies.

But in recent years, the quiet
glow of solar lamps has begun
to change that story. At the
centre of this transformation
is Seth Moirangthem, a 38-year-
old from Imphal East district.

His startup, SNL Energy
Solutions Ltd, has brought
clean, affordable electricity to
thousands of households scat-
tered across the state's remote
hilly areas and to the fishing
communities living on the
islands in the Loktak lake in
Bishnupur district.

“Back in 2015, while travel-
ling to Ukhrul, Tamenglong
and Senapati, I realised how
people struggled without access
to power,” Seth recalled.

“That was also when I met
people associated with the Selco
Foundation in Bengaluru, and
the idea of solar energy solu-
tions struck me,” he told PTI.

Seth, an Arts graduate from
Manipur University, said he
was provided technical training
by the Selco Foundation.

The challenges, he admit-
ted, have been daunting. Solar
equipment is purchased in Gu-
wahati and trucked in through
Manipur’s highways.

Assam govt carries
out eviction drive
in Biswanath district

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Tezpur, August 17: The As-
sam government Sunday began
an eviction drive in Biswanath
district, displacing 309 families,
officials said.

The eviction drive was start-
ed in the morning to clear en-
croachment on nearly 175 bigha
or 23 hectare of land in the Vil-
lage Grazing Reserve (VGR) in
Japariguri, they said.

“The eviction drive is going
on peacefully. There were 309
families who had encroached
on 175 bigha of land. Notices
were issued to them on August
1 to vacate the areas within 15
days,” District Commissioner
Simanta Kumar Das said.

He said all the families
have already left the area,
and many of them had dis-
mantled their houses. “We
demolished the remaining
houses. There was also one
big tea garden. That is being
dismantled now for the for-
estation drive later,” he said.

The DC said 600 security per-
sonnel were deployed, and 20
excavators, along with dozens
of tractors, were used during
the eviction drive.

The encroachers were most-
ly from the Bengali-speaking
Muslim community, another
official said.

Visiting the site, All Assam
Minority Students’ Union
(AAMSU) General Secretary
Kuddus Ali Sarkar alleged that
the Himanta Biswa Sarma gov-
ernment has been evicting peo-
ple in an “inhuman manner”.

Supporting the state govern-
ment’s steps to evict encroach-
ments on public land, several
ethnic organisations have
started ‘Miya Kheda Andolan’
(movement to drive out Miyas)
in the state.

‘Miya’ is originally a pe-
jorative term used for Ben-
gali-speaking Muslims in
Assam, and the non-Benga-
li-speaking people generally
identify them as Bangladeshi
immigrants. In recent years,
activists from the communi-
ty have started adopting this
term as a gesture of defiance.

In his Independence Day
speech, Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said that
“aggression” has changed the
demography of lower and cen-
tral Assam, and now efforts are
being made for it in upper and
north Assam, in an apparent
reference to the community.

“Periodic blockades, bandhs
and now the ethnic violence
often disrupt supplies. Instal-
lation takes only a few hours,
but getting the material there
can take days,” he said.

Still, by relying on local part-
ners, Seth and his team have
managed to continue lighting
up homes in places few power
lines reach.

For residents, the change
has been dramatic. Luithui, a
villager in Ukhrul, said solar
energy has given women fresh
opportunities. “They can run
sewing machines and power
looms late into the evening.
Children, too, study without
straining their eyes.”

Health workers echo the
sentiment. At Jessami Prima-
ry Health Centre in Ukhrul,
near the Nagaland border,
health worker K Makweiron
said life without solar back-up
was tough.

“Earlier, we used diesel
generators. They were expen-
sive and deafening. With solar
panels, we finally have a reli-
able, quiet solution to serve
patients,” she said.

On the small islands in the
Loktak lake, home to thousands
of fisherfolk, the arrival of solar

energy has been a blessing.

“Candles and Kkerosene
lamps were dangerous for our
thatched huts,” said fisherman
P Keshojit Meitei. “Now our
homes are safe, and the nights
feel alive.”

Beyond lighting homes, SNL
Energy Solutions -- named af-
ter the biblical phrase 'Salt and
Light' -- has provided street
lamps in the remote hilly areas
of Tamenglong and Churachan-
dpur districts.

To make the technology af-
fordable, Seth has tied up with
NGOs and microfinance institu-
tions, offering families the op-
tion of paying in small monthly
instalments.

“A 40-watt panel is enough
for a few bulbs. For power
looms and sewing machines, a
1-kilowatt panel is better. Since
those cost more, we spread out
payments through EMIs,” he
said.

Officials of the Manipur State
Power Distribution Company
Limited (MSPDCL) admit that
solar is bridging a crucial gap.

“Most major villages are con-
nected to the grid, but many
remote households and settle-
ments on Loktak lake remain
off-grid due to terrain and con-
nectivity issues. In such areas,
solar is a lifeline,” said an MSP-
DCL officer.

With plans to expand into
Assam and Nagaland, Seth's
enterprise is growing.

From loom-filled courtyards
in Ukhrul to the islands in Lok-
tak, his solar panels are rewrit-
ing nightly routines.

TERROR LINKS

Hailing from Shillong,
Lamare has earned the
distinction of being
India's first female
downbhill mountain
bicyclist, a title she has
earned through years of
grit, resilience and
unwavering passion

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shillong, August 17: In a
quiet corner of the northeast,
28-year-old Anissa Lamare is re-
defining what it means to go off
the beaten track —both literally
and metaphorically.

Hailing from Shillong, La-
mare has earned the distinc-
tion of being India's first female
downhill mountain bicyclist, a
title she has earned through
years of grit, resilience and
unwavering passion.

Lamare began her mountain
biking journey in December
2015, venturing into a sport that
was virtually non-existent for
women in the country at that
time.

With no professional infra-
structure, female competitors,
or national recognition, the
odds were stacked high. Yet,
the former literature student
from Meghalaya persisted, be-
coming a pioneer in one of the
most extreme and male-domi-
nated cycling disciplines.

“I wasn't just racing, I was
paving the way for others,”
Lamare told PTI.

Downhill mountain biking,
a sport that involves racing
down steep, rugged trails at
high speed, demands strength,
technical skill and mental en-
durance.

Radicalised chef remanded to 14-day judicial custody

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dharmavaram (Andhra
Pradesh), August 17: A
42-year-old chef from Dharma-
varam in Sri Satya Sai district
has been remanded in judicial
custody for 14 days after being
arrested for allegedly being ac-
tive in WhatsApp groups linked
to Pakistan-based terrorist
organisations and possessing
jihadi propaganda material,
police said Sunday.

The accused, identified as
Sheik Kothwal Noor Moham-
mad, was produced before the
Kadiri court on Saturday and
later shifted to Kadapa Central
Jail.

District Superintendent
of Police (SP) V Ratna said
Mohammad was taken into
custody after a raid at his res-
idence, following inputs from

the Counter-Intelligence Cell.

Police seized a mobile phone
and a book containing alleged
jihadi literature during the
search.

The phone has been sent
to the Forensic Science Lab-
oratory (FSL) for analysis,
Ratna added. “In the process
of curbing terrorist ideology
and keeping surveillance on
suspects, we arrested a person
who was allegedly participating
in WhatsApp groups linked to
terrorist organisations and in

possession of jihadi propaganda
books,” Ratna told reporters.

A case was registered at
Dharmavaram I Town Police
Station under Sections 152,
196(1)(a), 196(2) r/w 3(5) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) and Sections 13, 38, and
39 of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967.

According to police, Moham-
mad is an Indian citizen and a
native of Dharmavaram. His
forefathers were also from the
same place, ruling out concerns
about foreign origin.

“He was allegedly a member
of several WhatsApp groups
run by Pakistan-based terror-
ist organisations where radi-
cal ideology and anti-national
propaganda were circulated,”
Dharmavaram in-charge Depu-
ty SP U Narsingappa said.

TRAILBLAZER ON TWO WHEELS

Anissa Lamare S sﬂent revolution

Lamare had to master these
on her own, often training with-
out access to proper trails or
coaching support.

She participated in her first
competitive event in India with
no separate women's category,
racing against male riders as
the lone female participant.

Her breakthrough on the
international stage came in
October 2023, when she repre-
sented India in the Elite Down-
hill category at the 28th Asian
Continental Mountain Bike
Championships held in Pon-
mudi, Kerala.

Competing against seasoned
athletes from across Asia, La-
mare finished ninth - a com-
mendable feat for her debut on
the continental stage.

She followed it up with a sil-
ver medal in the Open Women's
category at the Pokhara Enduro
Race in Nepal.

Lamare also competed in the
EnduroLK race in Sri Lanka
and was invited to represent
Team Al Waal in Oman - a

Guwabhati traffic cops
switch back to white
uniform after 8 years

Guwahati: The Guwahati Traffic
Police personnel have resumed
wearing white uniform from
Saturday, after a gap of eight years
to ensure uniformity across the
state and enhance operational
efficiency, officials said. The city
traffic police force's uniform was
changed to navy blue trousers

and sky blue shirts in 2017 from
the white ones that they had

been wearing for decades. The
decision to move back to the white
uniform was taken following a
comprehensive review by the
police department on functional
requirements, field conditions,

and feedback from stakeholders,
including police personnel, road
safety experts and members of
the public, an official release said.
The white uniform, long associated
with traffic management in
Guwahati, has historically
symbolised approachability.

More than 12L women in AP use ‘Stree
Shakti’ free bus service in ﬁrst 30 hours

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amaravati, August 17: Over
12 lakh women used the free
bus travel facility in Andhra
Pradesh within the first 30
hours of the launch of ‘Stree
Shakti’ scheme, an official
source has said.

Chief Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu launched ‘Stree
Shakti' (women’s power) Au-
gust 15 at Pandit Nehru Bus
Station in Vijayawada. The
scheme offers free travel on
select bus services to all girls,
women and transgender per-
sons holding Andhra Pradesh
domicile status.

“Stree Shakti free bus ser-
vice launched by the Andhra
Pradesh government is a grand
success. In the past 30 hours,
over 12 lakh women travelled
free of cost in APSRTC buses,”
the source told PTI Saturday.

Incidentally, the Chief Minis-
ter is keenly reviewing the free
bus service regularly while it
has been estimated that the
beneficiaries have saved up to
Rs 5 crore on the first day of
‘Stree Shakti’ implementation.

‘Stree Shakti' is estimated
to cost Rs 1,942 crore annually
and Rs 162 crore per month,
with the Andhra Pradesh State
Road Transport Corporation
(APSRTC) set to recover the

amount by submitting

this facility was not

the issued zero-fare M"ﬂ;ﬁ;’; N offered by APSRTC
tickets to the CHANDRABABU NAIDU initially, OowW-
state govern- LAUNCHED ‘STREE SHAKTI' ing to expect-
ment for reim- ~ (WOMEN’S POWER) AUGUST 15  ed rush, the
bursement. AT PANDIT NEHRU BUS STATION IN  source added.
This VIJAYAWADA According
scheme will ~— """ to A Appala
THE SCHEME OFFERS FREE TRAVEL

allow the ben-
eficiaries to

ON SELECT BUS SERVICES TO ALL
GIRLS, WOMEN AND TRANSGENDER

Raju, Execu-
tive Director

travel across (operations)

the state in the | aohTODNE ANDARA ™ of  ~ APSRTC,
five categories of STATUS around 76,000 ben-
Pallevelugu, Ultra eficiaries availed the

Pallevelugu, City Ordi-
nary, Metro Express and Ex-
press services of APSRTC.
Following requests from
women, Naidu directed officials
to extend free bus services on
ghat routes as well, though

free bus service on the

first day and around five lakh

by 3 pm on Saturday while the

total free ridership in the first
30 hours was over 12 lakh.

The monetary value of

the five lakh zero-fare tick-

ets issued till 3 pm today,
starting from 12 midnight,
is about Rs 2.5 crore. Raju
said the response was good
today. But noted that many
beneficiaries may not have
availed the free service ow-
ing to Janmashtami festival.

He anticipated a similar
trend Sunday and said Mon-
day, being a working day,
could reflect the scheme's ac-
tual demand.

Starting Monday, August 18,
the southern state is expecting
a large number of women em-
ployees availing the free bus
ride. In addition to Aadhar
cards, the government is ex-
pected to accept other identity
documents which establish lo-
cal domicile status of the benefi-
ciaries for issuing the zero-fare
tickets.

The APSRTC officials are al-
so likely to accept photocopy of
Aadhar while the government
is considering allowing soft
copies displayed on mobile
phones, said the source.

Ration card and driving li-
cense are also accepted by bus
conductors. According to Raju,
zero-fare tickets issued by APS-
RTC conductors are updated in
real-time on the road transpor-
tation corporation’s systems as
the transporter's ticketing sys-
tem is a web-based one.

testament to her growing rep-
utation in the global mountain
biking community.

“I have no plans to relax yet.
T am preparing for the next race
in Nepal again this December,”
she said.

Outside the track, Lamare
is also making strides as an
entrepreneur. In 2021, she
co-founded Pedal Compass, an
athlete-centric mountain bike
shop in Shillong.

It specialises in mountain
bikes, authentic cycling gear,
precision servicing, and offers
rental services of e-bikes and
e-scooters to tourists who want
to explore the city.

She took full ownership of the
business in 2023, transforming
it into a hub for local cycling
enthusiasts, and a key source
of financial independence that
enables her to support her
sporting ambitions.

Through Pedal Compass,
Lamare also seeks to build a
community around mountain
biking in Meghalaya. She is

currently working on a plan to
develop dedicated biking trails
in the region and promote the
sport among young girls.

In 2021, Lamare's inspiring
journey was featured in a na-
tional advertisement campaign
by Haier India titled ‘Perform
Big, Silently'.

The campaign celebrated In-
dian women achievers across
various fields, including moun-
taineer Arunima Sinha, special
forces trainer Dr Seema Rao,
and chess Grandmaster Harika
Dronavalli.

The advertisement, which
aired across digital and tele-
vision platforms, underscored
Lamare's story as a symbol of
quiet determination and excel-
lence.

Her story was also featured
in a documentary film by Kopal
Goyal under the ‘Project Wild
Women' series, which profiled
15 women in India breaking
gender norms in adventure
sports.

Despite limited financial sup-
port and minimal institutional
backing, Lamare has carved out
a space for herself at the inter-
section of sport, business and
advocacy.

She remains focused on con-
tinuing her competitive jour-
ney, expanding her business,
and building a sustainable eco-
system for mountain biking in
the northeast.

Her long-term goal is to es-
tablish Meghalaya as a premier
destination for downhill and
enduro mountain biking, while
mentoring the next generation
of riders, particularly women.

As the lone woman at the
starting line becomes a lead-
er of a movement, Anissa La-
mare's journey is not just about
sport, it's about changing nar-
ratives in silence.

Nara Lokesh to meet Union
Mlnlsters to push AP prolects

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Amaravati, August 17:
Andhra Pradesh’s Minister
for Information Technology
and Human Resources Devel-
opment, Nara Lokesh, will
meet Union Ministers in Delhi
Monday to discuss key pending
projects of the state with the
Central government.

Lokesh, who is the son of
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, will hold meetings with
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin Gad-
kari, Petroleum Minister Hard-
eep Singh Puri, Ports, Shipping
and Waterways Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal, and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar.

The state government is
expected to present a set of pro-
posals to each of these minis-
tries during the discussions,
according to a statement from
the minister’s office.

Since the formation of the
coalition government in the
state, Minister Lokesh has
already met Union Ministers
on multiple occasions and has
been actively pursuing the
state’s interests.

His efforts have helped
bring new projects to Andhra
Pradesh and ensure quicker
approvals from the Centre, it
said.

The HRD Minister is said to
be making a concerted push to
place Andhra Pradesh on par
with the most developed states
in the country. During his vis-
it, Lokesh is also expected to
meet Union Railway, IT and
Electronics Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw and thank him
personally for sanctioning a
Semiconductor Manufacturing
Unit to the state.
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Lokesh, who is the
son of Chief Minister
N Chandrababu
Naidu, will hold
meetings with Union
Road Transport and
Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari,
Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri,
Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal,
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal, and
External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar

The Union Cabinet August
12 approved a semiconductor
facility in Andhra Pradesh.

Advanced System in Pack-
age Technologies (ASIP) will
be tying up with APACT Co.
Ltd, South Korea, for an an-
nual capacity of 96 million
units. These will be used in
mobile phones, set-top boxes,
automobiles and other new-age
electronics applications, and
will greatly contribute to an
Atmanirbhar Bharat, Lokesh
had said while thanking the
Prime Minister for sanctioning
the facility.

The Union Cabinet decided
to set up new semiconductor
manufacturing units under the
India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM). These units will come
up in Andhra Pradesh, Odis-
ha and Punjab. The cumulative
investment will be around Rs
4,600 crore.
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PARCEL BOMB PLOT FOILED

A 20-year-old electrician from Chhat-
tisgarh allegedly planted an impro- /
vised explosive device (IED) in a music '

system speaker and sent it as a gift

to the husband of a woman he was

infatuated with, police said Sunday
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national

PM Modi’s announcement
about reducing Goods and
Services Tax rates and simpli-
fying the tax structure is high-
ly welcome. This step toward
tax simplification will, in the
coming days, greatly benefit
traders and consumers

BASAVARAJ BOMMAI I BJP MP
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Student found dead
Search op continues;

death toll rises to 61
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Some P
mischief
mongers are

unable to stand
this and are
making baseless
allegations

M K STALIN | TN cM

When Prime
‘ Minister
Narendra

Modi visited
Kolhapur (then)
for a programme
organised by
Pudhari newspaper, a request
for the circuit bench was
placed before him

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHARASHTRA CM

I am proud
‘ to see the i
names of I

two players from | '
Meghalaya in
the 23-member
Indian National
Squad for this year's SAFF U-17
Women's Championship

CONRAD K SANGMA I MEGHALAYA CM

SHORT TAKES

M Five girls go missing
from school hostel

Umaria: Five girls have gone
missing from the hostel of

a government-run school in
Madhya Pradesh's Umaria
district, prompting the
authorities to constitute a
special investigation team

to trace them, officials said
Sunday. The girls, who were
Class 8 students, were reported
missing from Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Girls' Hostel in
the Ginjri area in Pali town in
the morning, an official said.

I Yamuna swells
in Yamunanagar

Yamunanagar (Haryana):
Arise in the water level

) of the Yamuna River here
Sunday prompted authorities
to open the floodgates at
the Hathnikund barrage.
Incessant rain over the past
few days has caused the
river to swell. An official of
the irrigation department
here said that all 18 gates
of Hathnikund barrage were
opened for the first time in
this monsoon season, and
1.16 lakh cusecs of water was
discharged from the barrage.

@ Man found
dead in canal

Erode (Tamil Nadu):

A 30-year-old man was

found dead here, with his
body discovered in a white
gunny bag floating in a
canal, police said. Villagers

in Attayampalayam near
Chitode spotted a floating
bag in the Kanjikoil canal
Sunday morning and alerted
the authorities. A police team
rushed to the spot, retrieved
the bag, and found the man
dead with visible head injuries.

M Fire destroys
seven houses

Itanagar: A fire broke out

in Arunachal Pradesh's Tirap
district, gutting seven houses
and partially damaging two
others, an official report said
Sunday. The fire broke out
around midnight Saturday

at Lazu village. Troops of the
Assam Rifles, stationed at Lazu,
were the first to respond.

[ Constable commits
suicide at home

Mumbai: A 45-year-old
police constable has allegedly
committed suicide by hanging
himself at his residence

in Mumbai, an official

said Sunday. The incident
took place in Andheri area
Saturday afternoon, he said,
adding the reason behind

the extreme step was not yet
known. After being alerted,
security personnel reached
the residence of constable
Mukesh Dattatreya Dev at
New Police Lines in Andheri

(East) and found him hanging.__|

Wang Yi to meet PM
during 2-day India visit

Before calling on the
Prime Minister, Wang will
hold separate talks with
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar and
National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval that could see
both sides deliberate on
a range of key issues
including border situa-
tion, trade and resump-
tion of flight services

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi

will meet Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi during his two-day
visit to India beginning Mon-
day, according to the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA).

The meeting, to be held Tues-
day, assumes significance as
it is taking place days before
Modi's planned trip to China
to attend the annual summit
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).

Before calling on the Prime
Minister, Wang will hold sep-
arate talks with External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar
and National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval that could see both
sides deliberate on a range of
key issues including border sit-
uation, trade and resumption of
flight services.

The Chinese foreign min-
ister's visit is largely seen
as part of ongoing efforts by
the two neighbours to re-
build their relationship after
it came under severe strain
following the deadly Galwan
Valley clashes in 2020.

The two sides are expected to
discuss new confidence-build-
ing measures for durable peace
and tranquillity along their
contested border during Wang's
visit, people familiar with the
matter said on Sunday.

Wang's trip is also seen as
important as it comes amid in-
creasing tensions in India-US
relations following President
Donald Trump doubling tariffs
on Indian goods to 50 per cent
that included an additional pen-
alty of 25 per cent for purchas-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Surendranagar, August 17:
Eight persons, including five
women and two children, were
charred to death after the car
carrying them collided with
an SUV, landed in a roadside
ditch, and burst into flames
in Gujarat's Surendranagar
district Sunday, police said.

The horrific accident oc-
curred on a highway

near Dedadara village in
Wadhwan taluka at around
3:40 pm when the car was head-
ed towards Surendranagar

ing Russian crude oil.

According to details re-
leased by the MEA, the Chi-
nese foreign minister will
land in New Delhi at around
4:15 pm Monday. He will meet
Jaishankar for bilateral talks
at around 6 pm.

Wang and NSA Doval are
scheduled to hold a new edition
of Special Representatives (SR)
dialogue on the boundary ques-
tion at 11 am Tuesday.

According to the MEA, Wang
will call on PM Modi at his 7
Lok Kalyan Marg residence at
5:30 pm Tuesday. The Chinese
foreign minister will be in In-
dia primarily to hold the 24th
round of SR dialogue with NSA
Doval. Wang and Doval are the
designated special representa-
tives for the boundary talks.

Both sides are expected
to deliberate on new confi-
dence-building measures besides
reviewing the overall situation
along the Line of Actual Control,
the people cited above said.

Though the two sides disen-
gaged troops from the friction
points, they are yet to de-esca-
late the situation by pulling
back the frontline forces from
the border. Each side current-
ly has around 50,000 to 60,000
troops along the LAC in the
eastern Ladakh region.

The Chinese foreign minister
will also meet External Affairs
Minister Jaishankar. It is
learnt that the two sides will
also use the opportunity to lay
the ground for Prime Minister
Modi's visit to China to attend
the annual summit of the SCO
to be held August 31 and Sep-
tember 1.

As per the plan, the prime
minister will embark on a vis-
it to Japan around August 29

- T

city from Kadu village.
Three individuals travel-

ling in the SUV escaped with

minor injuries, police said.

W

and after concluding the trip,
he will travel to the northern
Chinese city of Tianjin for the
SCO summit.

Modi's visit to China is be-
ing planned amid efforts by
the two sides to repair their
bilateral ties which came un-
der severe strain following the
deadly clashes between Indian
and Chinese troops in Galwan
Valley in June 2020.

NSA Doval travelled to Chi-
na in December last and held
the SR talks with Wang, weeks
after Prime Minister Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
decided to revive various di-
alogue mechanisms between
the two sides at a meeting in
the Russian city of Kazan.

The military standoff in
eastern Ladakh began in
May 2020 and the clashes at
the Galwan Valley in June
that year resulted in a severe
strain in bilateral ties.

The face-off effectively end-
ed following completion of the
disengagement process from
the last two friction points of
Demchok and Depsang under
an agreement finalised October
21 last year.

The decision to revive vari-
ous dialogue mechanisms was
taken at a meeting between
Prime Minister Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi in Kazan Oc-
tober 23, 2024.

The Modi-Xi meeting came
two days after India and China
firmed up a disengagement pact
for Depsang and Demchok.

The two sides also initiated a
number of initiatives to rebuild
the ties that included resump-
tion of Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra and New Delhi restart-
ing issuance of tourist visas to
Chinese nationals.

Soon after the crash, the car
landed in a roadside ditch and
turned into a ball of fire, trap-
ping all the occupants even as
locals looked on helplessly.

“All eight persons in the
car were charred to death.
Three others travelling in
the SUV escaped with minor
injuries and were rushed to
a hospital,” said DIG, Suren-
dranagar, Girish Pandya.

He said the front portion of
the SUV was badly damaged due
to the impact of the collision.

A police official said
the fire reduced the car

in hostel of BITS
Pilani Goa campus

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Panaji, August 17: A 20-year-
old student of the BITS Pilani
campus in Goa has been found
dead in his hostel room, police
said Sunday.

According to police, the re-
port of the post-mortem con-
ducted at the district hospital
in Margao has remained incon-
clusive, and the viscera were
sent for toxicological tests to
ascertain the exact cause of
his death.

The student, Kushagra Jain,
was found lying unresponsive
on his bed in a sideward sleep-
ing position in the hostel room
at Vasco in South Goa district
ataround 11 am Saturday, a se-
nior police official said.

Police said that they have
taken into custody various ma-
terials, including cans of ener-
gy drink, found in the deceased
student's hostel room.

A case of unnatural death has
been registered, and statements
of students and the institute's
management have been re-
corded. Jain, a native of Uttar
Pradesh, was a third-year stu-
dent of economics and comput-
er science.

Quoting students whose
statements were recorded, the
police official said Jain played
table tennis on the campus on
Friday night before returning
to his room.

The room was locked from
inside, and when there was no
response from him Saturday
morning, the authorities were
informed, the official said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chisoti (J&K), August 17:
The death toll due to a cloud-
burst in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kishtwar district rose to 61, as
rescuers continued operations
for the fourth day Sunday, ef-
fecting three more blasts to
blow up boulders around a ma-
jor impact spot, officials said.

Army engineers have start-
ed working on a bailey bridge
to restore connectivity to
Chisoti village and the Machail
Mata shrine and further inten-
sify the rescue efforts. With
the recovery of another body
from the debris, the officials
Sunday said the death toll has
risen to 61.

The cloudburst struck
Chisoti, the last motorable vil-
lage en route the Machail Mata
temple, August 14, leaving over
100 injured, other than the fa-
talities.

The number of missing
persons has come down to 50,
while the bodies of three per-
sons still remain unidentified.
The flash floods triggered by
the cloudburst left a trail of
destruction, flattening a make-
shift market, a langar (com-
munity Kkitchen) site for the
Machail Mata Yatra, damag-
ing 16 houses and government
buildings, three temples, four
water mills, a 30-metre-long
bridge, and more than a dozen
vehicles.

The rescuers conducted

of ‘Ganga Teppotsavam’ in Hyderabad, Telangana

8 charred to death in car-SUV collision

The horrific accident occurred on a highway near Dedadara village in Wadhwan taluka at
around 3:40 pm when the car was headed towards Surendranagar city from Kadu village

to a burnt shell, and lo-
cal fire brigade person-
nel struggled to extricate
the bodies.

The deceased individuals
included two girls, aged 10
months and 13 years respec-
tively, five women in the age
group of 35-55 years, and the
driver.

“All eight bodies were tak-
en to the Surendranagar gov-
ernment hospital for postmor-
tem,” Pandya said.

The accident caused a
massive traffic jam on the
highway.

three more controlled explo-
sions within a span of 45 min-
utes to blow up giant boul-
ders hampering the search
operation, especially near the
worst-hit langer site, the of-
ficials said. Despite overcast
conditions, the joint teams of
police, Army, National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF),
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), Border Roads Organi-
sation (BRO), civil administra-
tion, and local volunteers are
continuing the rescue efforts.

The rescuers are utilising
more than a dozen earth-mov-
ers and other heavy equip-
ment, while the NDRF has
mobilised its resources, includ-
ing dog squads, to speed up the
rescue operation.

General Officer Command-
ing of the Army's counter-in-
surgency Delta Force, Major
General A P S Bal, said Army
engineers conducted a survey
of the area after the need for a
bridge was felt.

A transgender carrying ‘Bonam’, an offering, on her head performs rituals at Hussain Sagar lake on the occasion

PTI PHOTO

Delhi man rapes his mother
for having ‘bad character’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: A
39-year-old man allegedly
raped his mother in central
Delhi’s Hauz Qazi area after
she returned from a pilgrim-
age to Saudi Arabia, police said

Saturday.
According to officials, the
complainant, accompanied

by her 25-year-old daughter,
approached the Hauz Qazi po-
lice station and alleged that
her son, identified as Md Firoz
alias Suhel, had assaulted and
sexually abused her on multiple
occasions this month.

“The woman stated that she

had travelled to Saudi Arabia
July 25 with her husband, aged
72, and their daughter for pil-
grimage. During the trip, her
son allegedly called on her
husband's phone and accused
her of having a ‘bad character”’,
demanding that his father re-
turn immediately to Delhi and
divorce her,” a senior police
officer said.

Smoking status must be captured in cancer trials: Experts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: A
group of experts from AIIMS
Delhi, McMaster University in
Canada and the International
Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC) in France has stressed
the need to record smoking
status in cancer clinical trials,
warning that continued tobacco
use can reduce treatment effica-
cy and patient survival.

In a commentary published
in the Lancet Oncology this
month, the seven authors,
including Dr Abhishek Shan-
kar from AIIMS Delhi, said
knowledge of smoking status
during therapy could influence

clinical decisions.

They argued that addressing
barriers to tobacco-use assess-
ment and embedding smoking
cessation initiatives into on-
cology research protocols will
improve trial outcomes, en-
hance therapeutic efficacy and
save lives.

The researchers cited the
2014 US Surgeon General's re-
port 'The Health Consequenc-
es of Smoking -- 50 Years of
Progress', which for the first
time concluded there was
a causal link between ciga-
rette smoking and adverse
cancer-related outcomes, in-
cluding higher all-cause and
cancer-specific mortality.

This report underscores the
need to systematically capture
smoking status in clinical tri-
als, to refine estimates of ef-
ficacy of novel therapies and
to better understand the im-
pact of continued tobacco use

across treatment modalities
and disease sites.

Since 2014, research has in-
creasingly shown that contin-
ued tobacco use negatively im-
pacts patients receiving sur-
gery, radiotherapy or systemic

therapies. The mechanisms by
which tobacco smoke worsens
outcomes remain unclear but
may include tumour hypoxia,
altered drug metabolism, stim-
ulation of signalling pathways
by nicotine and changes to the
immune system, including re-
duced natural Killer cells, the
authors noted.

They cited how the dose of
erlotinib has to be doubled
(from 150 mg to 300 mg daily)
to achieve therapeutic con-
centrations in patients who
continue smoking.

Meta-analyses of lung, head
and neck, hormone-responsive
and other cancers show that
quitting smoking after diagno-

sis results in longer survival,
with early quitting offering
the greatest benefits. The au-
thors stressed that the surviv-
al advantage of quitting could
even exceed the impact of the
therapy under investigation.
They also cautioned that
failure to collect smoking da-
ta risks confounding trial re-
sults, especially if treatment
groups are unbalanced for
tobacco use. The commentary
pointed out that the 2020 US
Surgeon General's report rec-
ommended structured cessa-
tion efforts as standard cancer
care, though it said more data
was needed to confirm a causal
link with improved survival.
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Drugs are

a serious =
national A
ationa i "?

=
problem. The fight A

against narcot- } /
x“’\‘

ics is ongoing in
Haryana, and it

is heartening to see the immense
public support it is getting

0 P SINGH | DIRECTOR GENERAL OF
HARYANA NCB

Eknath Shinde
‘ (current
deputy CM)

had won a lottery.
Not everyone has
to win the lottery,
but Shinde won :

it. However, what matters is how
a person achieves a position and
retains it, and common people
observe this

GANESH NAIK | MAHARASHTRA FOREST
MINISTER & BJP MLA

The freedom
‘ fighters of the

country, who
shed blood, sweat
and tears for their ' .
motherland, must
be turning in their
graves upon hearing the statement
of Narendra Modi, who seems to
be such a dangerous man

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

I Jobless teachers
call for March

Kolkata: A section of members
of the Deserving Teachers'
Rights Forum, a platform of
West Bengal's school teachers
rendered jobless by the April 3
Supreme Court order, Sunday
gave call for a march to WBSSC
headquarters August 18,
demanding that the council
take an initiative to end the
legal wrangle and with that,
the sufferings of "untainted"
teachers. One of the members
of the forum, allegedly under
tremendous mental stress, died
of cerebral arrest August 5.

¥ Rainy spell
continues

Mumbai: The rainy spell
continued in Mumbai Sunday
amid an ‘orange alert' by the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD), though with less intensity
than the previous day, officials
said. As per the civic body, six
short circuits, 19 tree or branch
falls, and two wall collapse
incidents were reported in the
metropolis during the day.
Nobody was injured in these
accidents, it said.

0 5 kids drown
while bathing

Muzaffarpur (Bihar): Five
children drowned while

taking a bath in a water-filled
pit in Bihar's Muzaffarpur
district Sunday, police said.
The deceased have been
identified as Mohd Annas (15),
Hidaytullah (14), Mohd Hamza
Ali (12), Mohd Rahman (12)
and Mohd Abbu Talim (12).
Speaking to reporters, Allay
Vats, Deputy Superintendent
of Police, Muzaffarpur (East),
said, “The incident took place
in Katra area when the five
children entered the pit to take
a bath. They slipped into deep
waters and started drowning.”

M IndiGo flight makes
sudden ‘go around’

Guwabhati: An IndiGo flight
from Dibrugarh to Guwahati
Sunday made a sudden 'go
around' seconds before landing
at Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi
International (LGBI) Airport
here, officials said. There has
been no impact on the carrier
or any passenger due to this
move of the flight, a source
from the airline told PTI. "Go
around is absolutely a normal
phenomenon during the landing
of an aircraft if the pilot faces
any issue. He may decide to
make a second attempt for
various reasons, for the safety
of the passengers and there

is nothing to worry about,"

the company source said. In
the second attempt, the plane
landed safely at LGBI Airport in
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“ The state
government
allocated 8.26 per cent
of its first budget to the
health sector, reflecting
our commitment to the
vision of a healthy India
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

BHAJANLAL SHARMA | RAJASTHAN CM

Can't share machine-readable
voters list; CEC cites SC order

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: Cit-
ing a 2019 Supreme Court
judgment, Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
Sunday said that the voter
list in machine-readable for-
mat cannot be shared with
political parties.

He also said there was a dif-
ference between machine-read-
able and searchable formats.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Kumar said that
the voter list available on its
website can be searched using
a voter card number and can
also be downloaded.

He said the machine-readable
format is barred as it can be ed-
ited and can lead to its misuse.

NDA allies welcome
Radhakrishnan’s
nomination for VP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: BJP’s
allies in the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) Sun-
day welcomed the decision
to nominate Maharashtra
Governor C P Radhakrish-
nan, a seasoned BJP leader
from Tamil Nadu with an RSS
background, as its vice-presi-
dential candidate.

BJP president J P Nadda
made the announcement fol-
lowing a meeting of the party's
parliamentary board, which
included Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, and consulting the
party's allies.

Radhakrishnan belongs to
the influential Gounder caste,
an OBC community, in Tamil
Nadu, which will go to polls
next year.

After the announcement,
TDP president and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu extended
his party's support to the NDA
nominee.

"Congratulations to Hon'ble
Shri C P Radhakrishnan Ji on
being announced as the NDA's
Vice Presidential candidate,"
Naidu said in a post on X.

Union minister and Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas) chief
Chirag Paswan also extended
"full support" to Radhakrish-
nan on behalf of his party.

"Under Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi's leadership, the
National Democratic Alliance
has always prioritised the pol-
icy of social justice, inclusion,
and development for all. The
nomination of Radhakrishnan
is a living example of this re-
solve," Paswan posted on X.

The Congress has been
demanding the voter list in
machine-readable format, say-
ing it will help it flag flaws.

The CEC said that in 2019,
the top court had sided with
its stand that a machine-read-
able format cannot be shared
as it could compromise voters'
privacy.

Officials pointed out that
the issue was already raised
by the Congress before the
Supreme Court in a writ pe-
tition in 2018 filed by Kamal
Nath, the then president of
the Madhya Pradesh Congress
Committee.

Referring to the Supreme
Court verdict in Kamal Nath
vs Election Commission of
India, (2019), the officials said

‘Al, deepfakes real challenge
hefore election commission’

hief Election Commissioner

Gyanesh Kumar Sunday
said artificial intelligence and
deepfakes pose a real challenge
for the poll panel, which will try
its best to tackle them within
the framework of law. He also
indicated that machine-readable
electoral rolls could result in
breach of voters' privacy.

that the top court had ob-
served that it found force in
the submission of EC.

Clause 11.2.2.2 of the Election
Manual uses the expression
"text mode". The draft electoral
roll in text mode has been sup-
plied to the petitioner, the apex
court had said.

"The clause nowhere says
that the draft electoral roll
has to be put up on the Chief
Electoral Officer's website in a
'searchable PDF".

"Therefore, the petitioner
cannot claim, as a right, that
the draft electoral roll should
be placed on the website in a
'searchable mode'. It has only
to be in 'text mode' and it is so
provided," the apex court had
observed.

UP GETS ITS FIRST

GREEN HYDROGEN PLANT

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath Sunday inaugurated the
state's first and the country's second
green hydrogen plant at Khanimpur
village in Gorakhpur district, set up by
Torrent Gas and Torrent Power, an
official statement issued said

In Bihar, Rahul
lets Tejashwi he
in the driving seat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, August 17: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi Sunday
made it clear that in Bihar,
where his Voter Adhikar Yatra
was kicked off, he would like
Tejashwi Yadav of the RJD to
be in the driving seat.

At one point of the rally, Ya-
dav drove a jeep with Gandhi
on the passenger seat. Yadav,
the INDIA bloc's de facto chief
ministerial candidate in the
elections due later this year,
joined Gandhi at Sasaram
where the Yatra was flagged
off and the two leaders were
together till they retired for the
day in Aurangabad.

In his speeches, Yadav, a
former deputy CM of Bihar,
referred to the leader of the
opposition in the Lok Sabha as
"hamare bade bhai (imy elder
brother)". For most part of the
day, the two leaders sat togeth-
er atop an open vehicle, waving
at the crowds that stood on both
sides of the road. However, at
one place, Gandhi decided that
they move forward in a jeep
with Yadav behind the steer-
ing wheels. The picture was
complete with junior alliance
partners, CPI(ML) general sec-
retary Dipankar Bhattacharya
and Vikassheel Insan Party
president Mukesh Sahni, set-
tling on the rear seat.

Children play in rainwater collected on a road in New Delhi

PTIPHOTO

PM inaugurates 2
highway projects
worth 11K crore

The two projects
have been developed
under the government's
comprehensive plan to
decongest the capital,
with the objective of
improving connectivity,
cutting travel time, and
reducing traffic in Delhi
and its surrounding areas

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Sunday
inaugurated the Delhi section of
the Dwarka Expressway and
Urban Extension Road-II worth
nearly ¥11,000 crore to reduce
traffic congestion in the national
capital and its surrounding areas.

The two projects have been
developed under the govern-
ment's comprehensive plan to
decongest the capital, with the
objective of improving connec-
tivity, cutting travel time, and
reducing traffic in Delhi and its
surrounding areas.

These new projects are ex-
pected to significantly reduce
travel time from Sonipat,
Rohtak, Bahadurgarh and Gu-
rugram to IGI Airport when
completely operational.

"Dwarka Expressway and
UER-II will benefit people of
Delhi-NCR...The government
is making efforts to remove
all difficulties of the people in
Delhi," Modi said after inaugu-
rating these projects.

The Prime Minister said the
government is making Delhi a

model of growth that reflects
the spirit of a developing India.

"Dwarka Expressway and Ur-
ban Extension Road have been
constructed exceptionally well.
Following the development of
the Peripheral Expressway,
Urban Extension Road is now
poised to significantly benefit
Delhi," he said.

Modi pointed out that what
sets the Urban Extension Road
apart is its unique contribution
to addressing the city's mount-
ing garbage problem.

"Millions of tonnes of waste
have been repurposed in a sci-
entific and sustainable manner
for its construction. This inno-
vative approach has not only
reduced the towering heaps of
garbage but also turned waste
into a valuable resource for in-
frastructure development," the
Prime Minister said.

Speaking at the event, Union
Road Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari said these
two projects will reduce traffic
jams in Delhi by 50 per cent.

The 10.1 km long Delhi section
of Dwarka Expressway has been
developed at a cost of around Rs
5,360 crore. The section will also
provide multi-modal connectivi-
ty to Yashobhoomi, Delhi Metro
Blue and Orange lines, the up-
coming Bijwasan railway station
and Dwarka cluster bus depot.

The stretch has been divided
into two parts -- package I: 5.9 km
from Shiv Murti intersection to
the Road Under Bridge (RUB) at
Dwarka Sector-21, and package
1I: 4.2 km from Dwarka Sector-21
RUB to the Delhi-Haryana Bor-
der -- providing direct connectiv-
ity to Urban Extension Road-II.

EC publishes names of 65L deletions after SC order

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: The
list of names deleted from Bi-
har's draft electoral rolls follow-
ing special intensive revision
has been posted on the websites
of district magistrates follow-
ing the Supreme Court's orders,
Chief Election Commaissioner
Gyanesh Kumar said Sunday.
Hearing a bunch of petitions
challenging the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in poll-bound Bihar, the
Supreme Court had last week
asked the Election Commis-
sion (EC) to publish details of
65 lakh deleted names from
the voters list with reasons of
non-inclusion to enhance trans-
parency in the process.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Kumar said that
within 56 hours of the top
court directive, the names of
voters that were not included
in the draft electoral roll have
been posted on district web-
sites. He also underlined that
the election system for parlia-
ment and assembly elections
in India is a multi-layered,
decentralised construct as
envisaged by law.

Based on the guidelines
issued by the Election Com-
mission, Electoral Registra-
tion Officers (EROs), who are
SDM:-level officers, prepare and
finalise the Electoral Rolls (ER)
with the help of Booth Level Of-
ficers (BLOs).

EROs and BLOs undertake
the responsibility for the cor-
rectness of Electoral Rolls, it
said. After the publication of
the draft electoral rolls, their
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digital and physical copies are
shared with all political parties
and put on the EC website for
anyone to see.

Following the publication

of the draft electoral rolls, a
full one-month period is avail-
able with the electors and po-
litical parties for the filing of
claims and objections before
the final ER is published, he
explained.

The draft electoral roll was
published August 1 in Bihar
and it will be available till
September 1 for claims and
objections under which par-
ties and individuals can seek
inclusion of eligible citizens or
exclusion of those they believe
are ineligible.

The CEC defended the SIR at
the press conference on Sunday
and said it is a matter of grave
concern that some parties were
spreading "misinformation".

Yogi govt’s ‘school pairing’ policy sparks political row

The “school pairing” policy announced in June by the
Adityanath government, seeks to merge more than
10,000 primary and upper primary schools with fewer
than 50 students into nearby institutions, usually
within the one-kilometre radius

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, August 17: What
began as an administrative ex-
ercise to merge under-enrolled
schools in Uttar Pradesh has
snowballed into a veritable
political flashpoint, sparking
protests, poster wars, FIRs and
heated exchanges in the state’s
Assembly.

The “school pairing” policy
announced in June by the Ad-
ityanath government, seeks to
merge more than 10,000 prima

ry and upper primary schools
with fewer than 50 students in-
to nearby institutions, usually
within the one-kilometre radi-
us. Officials say the move will
strengthen infrastructure, en-
sure adequate teacher strength
and provide larger peer groups
for students, but the Opposition
brands it "a disguised closure"
of government schools that will
push marginalised and rural
children out of the education
system. Over the past six
weeks, the issue has refused to

fade, surviving courtroom scru-
tiny, a government clarification
blitz, multiple street protests,
FIRs against political workers
and poster wars.

The issue flagged by Opposi-
tion in the recently concluded

session of the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly also led to heated
discussions, with Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath stoutly
defending the decision.

The policy followed a sharp
decline in government school

enrolments after the COVID
pandemic. In 2022-23, enrol-
ments stood at 1.92 crore, but
have since dropped to just more
than one crore in the current
academic session.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Basic Education) Deepak Ku-
mar said the move follows mod-
els in Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat and is in line with the
National Education Policy 2020.

The policy also faced legal
challenges but the Allahabad
High Court dismissed the pleas,
ruling that the Act allows flex-
ibility and has no evidence of
rights violations. While the
government won in court, it
continues to battle political
barbs. Opposition campaign
against the move spearheaded
by Samajwadi Party (SP) chief

AKhilesh Yadav has found sup-
port from nearly all opposition,
including Congress, Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP), and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP).

Yadav has branded the move
a "deep-rooted conspiracy" to
deprive PDA (Backward class-
es, Dalits, and minorities) of
education and, by extension,
their political voice.

In rural areas, SP workers
have launched "PDA Path-
shalas" -- informal teaching
centres for children whose
schools have been merged.
Some of these centres featured
"politicised alphabets" such as
"A for Akhilesh" and "M for Mu-
layam Singh Yadav," prompting
the government to accuse the
party of misusing children for
propaganda.

Guwahati, he added. —
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WILDFIRES SIZZLE SPAIN

Spain battled 14 major fires driven
by high winds and aggravated by
heat Friday as authorities warned of (g B
"unfavourable conditions" to tackle g7
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The talk started with poli-
tics, especially on rumours
that there is some effort to
change the president of Pa-
kistan as well as the prime

International
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war without de-
feating Hamas are
not only hardening
Hamas's position
and delaying the release of our
hostages, they are also ensuring
that the horrors of Oct. 7 will be
repeated

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU I PM, ISRAEL

| encourage
you not to
distinguish

between those
who assist and
those who are
assisted, between
those who seem to give and those
who seem to receive, between
those who appear poor and those
who feel they have something to
offer in terms of time,

skills, and help

POPE LEO XIV | CATHOLIC CHURCH LEADER

We have
‘ the lowest
numbers of

shooting incidents
and shooting vic-
tims seven months |
into the year that
we've seen on record in

the city of New York

JESSICA TISCH | POLICE DEPARTMENT
COMMISSIONER, NEW YORK

SHORT TAKES

¥ Bolivia heads to polls

La Paz: Bolivians headed
to the polls Sunday to
vote in presidential and
congressional elections
that could spell the end

of the Andean nation's
long-dominant leftist
party and see a right-wing
government elected for
the first time in over two
decades. The election
Sunday is one of the most
consequential for Bolivia
in recent times — and one
of the most unpredictable.
Even at this late stage, a
remarkable 30 per cent

or so of voters remain
undecided. Polls show the
two leading right-wing
candidates, multimillionaire
business owner Samuel
Doria Medina and former
President Jorge Fernando
“Tuto” Quiroga, locked in a
virtual dead heat.

¥ Hundreds held in US

Washington: Pro-
democracy activists and
labor groups held hundreds
of rallies and other events
across the United States
Saturday protesting the
Trump administration's
push for Texas to redraw
its congressional map

in favor of Republicans.
Former Congressman

Beto O'Rourke was among
those who spoke Saturday
in Texas, from which
dozens of Democratic

state lawmakers fled to
deny Republicans the
quorum needed to vote on
a redistricting plan that
President Donald Trump had
demanded. "They do this
because they are afraid,"
O'Rourke told an audience
Saturday, speaking of those
attempting redistricting.
"They fear this power they
see here today."

™ Flash flood claims 9

Beijing: Nine people were
killed and three others
reported missing after a
flash flood swept through a
wild camping site in north
China's Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, state-
run media said Sunday. The
disaster struck Saturday
morning in the upstream
area of a river in Urad

Rear Banner in Bayannur
City, leaving 13 campers
unaccounted for. As of
Sunday evening, one person
had been rescued while
nine others were confirmed
dead. Three campers
remain missing, according
to the city's emergency
management bureau,
state-run Xinhua news
agency reported. More
than 700 rescuers have
been dispatched to the site
urgently to search for the
missing, the report said.

minister

ASIM MUNIR |
ARMY CHIEF, PAKISTAN

flames that have already killed
seven people and burned an area
the size of London

EU leaders join Zelenslwy In DC talks

EUROPEAN POWERS WANT TO HELP SET UP A TRILATERAL MEETING BETWEEN TRUMP, PUTIN
AND ZELENSKYY TO MAKE SURE UKRAINE HAS A SEAT AT THE TABLE TO SHAPE ITS FUTURE

REUTERS

London, August 17: Europe-
an leaders including from Ger-
many, France and Britain will
accompany Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy to meet Donald Trump in
Washington, they said Sunday,
seeking to bolster him as the US
president presses Ukraine to ac-
cept a quick peace.

Ahead of the Washington
talks Monday, German Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz, French
President Emmanuel Macron
and British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer were hosting a
meeting of allies Sunday to
shore up Zelenskyy’s position,
hoping in particular to lock
down robust security guaran-
tees for Ukraine that would
include a US role.

President Trump is leaning on
Ukraine to strike an agreement
after meeting Vladimir Putin
Friday in Alaska. According to
sources, the US and Russian lead-
ers discussed proposals for Russia
to relinquish tiny pockets of oc-
cupied Ukraine in exchange for
Ukraine ceding a swathe of forti-
fied land in the east and freezing
the front lines elsewhere.

At face value, some of Pu-
tin's demands would be hugely
difficult for Ukraine to accept,
setting the stage for potentially
fraught talks about ending Eu-
rope's deadliest war in 80 years,
which has Kkilled or wounded
more than 1 million people.

European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen will
also travel to Washington, as
will Finland's President Alex-
ander Stubb, whose access to
Trump included rounds of golf
in Florida earlier this year.
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, who is an admirer of

many of Trump's
policies, will also
go to Washington,
her office said.
European allies
are keen to avoid
a repeat of Zelen-
skyy’s last Oval
Office meeting, in
February. That
went disastrously,
with Trump and
Vice President JD
Vance giving the
Ukrainian leader
a strong public
dressing-down.
"The talks will address,
among other things, security
guarantees, territorial issues,
and continued support for
UKkraine in its defence against
Russian aggression," the Ger-
man government said in a
statement about the Washing-
ton trip. "This includes main-
taining pressure on sanctions."
Macron, Merz and Starmer
will host a virtual meeting of
the "coalition of the willing" - a
grouping of allies of Kyiv - from
1300 GMT Sunday. Von der Ley-
en will host Zelenskyy in Brus-

Serbia unrest: Offices
torched, clashes erupt

SERBIA’S POPULIST LEADER VOWS TOUGH
RESPONSE TO PROTESTERS FOLLOWING RIOTS

»

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Belgrade, August 17: Serbia's
President Aleksandar Vucic
Sunday announced tough mea-
sures against anti-government
protesters following days of
riots in the streets throughout
Serbia that have challenged his
increasingly autocratic rule in
the Balkan country.

In one of his frequent TV
addresses to the public, Vucic
accused the anti-government
demonstrators of “pure terror-
ism” and reiterated his claims
that months of persistent pro-
tests against his rule have been
orchestrated in the West and
aimed at destroying Serbia.

“Our country is in grave dan-
ger, they have jeopardized all
our values, normal life, each in-

dividual,” Vucic said, alleging
an elaborate scheme that would
eventually install “anarcho-left-
ist” authorities in the future.
He did not offer any concrete
evidence for his claims.

“Unless we undertake tough-
er steps it is a question of days
when they (protesters) will kill
someone,” Vucic said. “I am
saying this for history.”

The stern warnings came
after five consecutive nights
of clashes between the protest-
ers on one side and police and
Vucic's loyalists on the other.
Angry protesters on Saturday
evening torched Vucic's gov-
erning Serbian Progressive
Party offices in a town in west-
ern Serbia, and of other ruling
coalition allies.

The demonstrators Satur-
day evening also clashed with
police in Belgrade, the capital,
and in the northern city of Novi
Sad. Riot officers used tear gas
against demonstrators who
hurled stun grenades, flares
and bottles at them.

The clashes this week
marked a major escalation fol-
lowing more than nine months
of largely peaceful demonstra-
tions that started after a con-
crete canopy collapsed at a
train station in Serbia's north,
killing 16 people.

ZELENSKYY FLIES TO
WASHINGTON MONDAY
TO MEET TRUMP

MERZ, MACRON, STARMER,
MELONI, VON DER LEYEN TO|
ACCOMPANY HIM

PUTIN WANTS SWATHES OF
UKRAINE LAND IN PEACE
DEAL, SOURCES SAY

TRUMP MET PUTIN IN
ALASKA FRIDAY

PUTIN WARNED EUROPE
AGAINST 'BEHIND-THE-
SCENES INTRIGUE'

T

sels from where the
two leaders will al-
so dial in.

European pow-
ers want security
guarantees for
Ukraine with US
involvement, and
the ability to crank
up pressure on
Moscow if needed.

"They will spell
out what they
consider essential
in terms of secu-
rity guarantees:
what they can do
themselves, what falls to the
coalition of volunteers, and
also what they expect from the
United States," a European gov-
ernment official said. "Indeed,
they expect a very robust com-
mitment."

'VERY BIG POWER'

Trump said Friday that
Ukraine should make a deal
to end the war with Russia
because "Russia is a very big
power, and they're not".

After the Alaska summit
with Putin, Trump phoned
Zelenskyy and told him that

We need real negotiations,
which means we can start
where the front line is now

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY I
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

the Kremlin chief had offered
to freeze most front lines if Kyiv
ceded all of Donetsk, the indus-
trial region that is one of Mos-
cow's main targets, a source
familiar with the matter said.

Zelenskyy rejected the de-
mand, the source said. Russia al-
ready controls a fifth of Ukraine,
including about three-quarters
of Donetsk province, which it
first entered in 2014.

Trump also said he agreed
with Putin that a peace deal
should be sought without the
prior ceasefire that Ukraine
and its European allies have
called for. That was a reversal
of his position before the sum-
mit, when he said he would not
be happy unless a ceasefire was
agreed on.

Zelenskyy said Russia's un-
willingness to pause the fight-
ing would complicate efforts to
forge a lasting peace. "Stopping
the killing is a key element of
stopping the war," he said on X.

Russia launched a full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022 and has been gradually
advancing for months.

In his statement after the
Alaska summit, Putin signalled
no movement in Russia's long-
held demands, which also in-
clude a veto on Kyiv's desired
membership in the NATO alli-
ance. He also warned Ukraine
and its European allies not to
"create any obstacles. That they
will not attempt to disrupt the
emerging progress through
provocation or behind-the-
scenes intrigue."

In this image via the Indian Embassy, Berlin a girl performs 'mallakhamb’
during 'Bharat Parade', organised to celebrate India's 79th Independence

Day, at Brandenburg Gaten in Berlin Sunday

PTI PHOTO

Misri holds talks with Nepal’s top
leadership on boosting relations

KATHMANDU: Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri Sunday called on Nepal Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli and President Ramchandra Paudel and discussed ways to
further strengthen bilateral ties across various sectors.Misri arrived here earlier in
the day for a two-day visit to the Himalayan nation on the invitation of his Nepalese
counterpart Amrit Bahadur Rai. During his meeting with Oli, which took place at the
Prime Minister's Office at Singhdurbar, matters of mutual interest were discussed
to further deepen bilateral relations. Misri “reaffirmed the deep civilizational ties
and strong India-Nepal partnership, and discussed ways to further strengthen
cooperation across various sectors,” the Indian embassy here said in an X post.
Indian Ambassador to Nepal Naveen Srivastava was also present at the meeting.
The foreign secretary separately called on President Paudel and conveyed “greet-
ings of the Indian leadership, apart from briefing Hon'ble President on the progress
in bilateral ties,” the embassy said in a separate post. He will meet Foreign Minister
Arzu Rana Deuba and also hold a bilateral meeting with Nepalese Foreign Secretary
Rai later in the day. Misri will also meet top leaders of major political parties
including Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba and Communist Party of
Nepal-Maoist Centre Chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal “Prachanda.”

Hamas rejects Israel’s Gaza relocation plan

THE PLAN HAS RAISED INTERNATIONAL ALARM OVER THE FATE OF THE
DEMOLISHED STRIP, WHICH IS HOME TO ABOUT 2.2 MILLION PEOPLE

REUTERS

Cairo, August 17: Palestin-
ian militant group Hamas said
Sunday that Israel's plan to
relocate residents from Gaza
City constitutes a "new wave
of genocide and displacement"
for hundreds of thousands of
residents in the area.

The group said the planned
deployment of tents and other
shelter equipment by Israel in-
to southern Gaza was a "blatant
deception".

The Israeli military has said
it is preparing to provide tents
and other equipment starting
from Sunday ahead of its plan
to relocate residents from com-
bat zones to the south of the en-
clave "to ensure their safety".

Hamas said in a statement

that the deployment of tents un-
der the guise of humanitarian
purposes is a blatant deception
intended to "cover up a brutal
crime that the occupation forc-
es prepare to execute".

Israel said earlier this month
that it intended to launch a
new offensive to seize control
of northern Gaza City, the en-
clave's largest urban centre.

The war began when Hamas
attacked southern Israel Octo-
ber 7, 2023, killing 1,200 people
and taking 251 hostages, accord-
ing to Israeli authorities. About
20 of the remaining 50 hostages
in Gaza are believed to be still
alive.

Israel's subsequent military
assault against Hamas has
killed over 61,000 Palestinians,
Gaza's health ministry says. It

has also caused a hunger crisis,
internally displaced most of Ga-

za's population and left much of
the enclave in ruins.

Israeli protesters face arrests, water cannons

Jerusalem: Israeli police blasted crowds with water cannons and
made dozens of arrests Sunday as protesters demanding a hostage
deal escalated their campaign with a one-day nationwide strike

that blocked roads and closed businesses. The “day of stoppage”

was organised by two groups representing some of the families of
hostages and bereaved families, weeks after militant groups released
videos of emaciated hostages and Israel announced plans for a

new offensive. Protesters fear further fighting could endanger the
hostages who were seized by Hamas October 7, 2023 — the attack that
triggered the war — and are believed to still be alive in captivity. Israel
believes that some 20 are still alive, with Hamas holding the remains
of about 30 others. “We don't win a war over the bodies of hostages,"
protesters chanted. They gathered at dozens of points throughout
Israel, including outside politicians' homes, military headquarters and
on major highways, where they were sprayed with water cannons as
they blocked lanes and lit bonfires. Some restaurants and theatres
closed in solidarity. Police said they had arrested 38 people as part of
the nationwide demonstration — one of the fiercest since the uproar
over six hostages found dead in Gaza last September.

Massive mountain park celebrates bond between dogs, their humans

ASSOCIATED PRESS

St Johnsbury, August 17:
Anne Pace has been hearing
about Dog Mountain for years,
but until earlier this month,
had never made a trip to the
park.

“I really wanted to see this
place,” she said, during a visit
to the grounds with her one-
year-old border collie, Tam. “I
put a note up for my previous
border collie. He was my best
buddy.”

Set on 150 acres tucked away
on a hillside in St Johnsbury,
Vermont, Dog Mountain has

become a destination for dog
lovers looking to explore na-
ture, take in art, or pay tribute
to a pet.

The park was created 25
years ago by Vermont folk
artist Stephen Huneck and his
wife, Gwen, and features hiking
trails, swimming ponds, an art
gallery and a Dog Chapel where
visitors can add to the thou-
sands of photos and notes to
pets that cover the chapel walls.

“It is absolutely breathtak-
ing. That's a lot of love when
you think about each picture
that's here,” said Vanessa
Hurley, who was visiting with

her husband and two dogs from
Ohio. “Dogs and cats both, they
just bring so much enjoyment
to our lives,” she said.

Inspired by the bond he
shared with his dogs, Huneck
wanted to create a space where
other animal lovers could cele-

brate their beloved pets, gallery
manager Pam McCann said.

“Dog Mountain is really a
pilgrimage place and a sanctu-
ary,” she said.

Huneck's sculpture, prints
and furniture are featured
in the gallery and scattered
throughout the park, including
inside the chapel he built him-
self. With black labs and golden
retrievers carved into the ends
of each pew and images of his
own dog, Sally, in the stained-
glass windows, his love of dogs
is evident in every detail.

Scott Ritchie and his wife,
Julie, have been travelling the

country in an RV with their
three large dogs and thought Dog
Mountain would be the perfect
place for them to stretch their
legs. They enjoyed it so much
on their first visit, they decided
to come back the next day.

“It's very rare you see some-
thing like this anywhere. We've
been travelling all over the US
for five and a half months. Just
a beautiful area,” he said.

McCann says the park was
made for visitors like Ritchie.
“That's what it's for, people who
really care and people who are
very connected to everything
around them,” she said.
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SEBI plans to review MTF margin rules
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E-commerce
‘ company is a

"big believer"
in custom-
er-centricity and
adherence to local
laws, and is fully
prepared to address any
findings and ensure consumers
remain well supported

SAMIR KUMAR | AMAZON INDIA HEAD

Cooking oil is
‘ often discard-

ed after being
used for frying
at home or in
restaurants. How-
ever, a refinery of
IndianOil has now won a certifica-
tion to use the same oil to produce
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)

ARVINDER SINGH SAHNEY | CHAIRMAN, INDIAN OIL

The recent
‘ imposition of
additional US

tariffs is expected
to have a direct
and substantial
impact on India's
employment landscape. This will
especially impact those industries
relying heavily on the US market
for business continuity and growth

RP YADAV I CHAIRMAN, WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS

SHORT TAKES

™ FinMin to review Q1
performance of banks

New Delhi: The Finance

§ Ministry has called a meeting
of the chiefs of public sector
banks (PSBs) Wednesday
to review their financial
performance for the first
quarter of the current financial
year. Together, the 12 PSBs
reported a record profit of
Rs 44,218 crore -- reflecting
an 11 per cent growth over
the same quarter previous
year. In comparison, these
banks had earned Rs 39,974
crore in the June quarter of
2024-25 -- marking an increase
of Rs 4,244 crore in absolute

- terms. The State Bank of India
(SBI) remained the biggest
contributor, accounting for 43
per cent of the total profits.
The bank posted a net profit
of Rs 19,160 crore in the first
quarter of FY26. Among other
banks, the Indian Overseas
Bank recorded the highest growth
in profit in percentage terms, with
a 76 per cent jump toRs 1,111
crore. The Punjab & Sind Bank
followed with a 48 per cent rise in
profit to Rs 269 crore. The Central
Bank of India also reported a 32.8
per cent growth in net profit to
Rs 1,169 crore, while the Indian
Bank posted a 23.7 per cent rise
to Rs 2,973 crore. The Bank of
Maharashtra registered a 23.2
per cent increase in profit to Rs
1,593 crore. However, the Punjab
National Bank (PNB) net profit
dropped 48 per cent to Rs 1,675
crore compared with Rs 3,252
crore in the same
quarter previous year.

¥ Mcap of five
firms climbs

New Delhi: The combined
market valuation of five of

the top-10 most valued firms
increased by Rs 60,675.94 crore
last week, with State Bank of
India and HDFC Bank emerging
as the lead gainers in line with

a positive trend in equities. In

a holiday-shortened last week,
Sensex climbed 739.87 points

or 0.92 per cent, and the Nifty
edged higher by 268 points or
1.10 per cent. From the top-10
pack, Reliance Industries, HDFC
Bank, Bharti Airtel, State Bank
of India and Infosys saw an
addition in their valuation, while
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS),
ICICI Bank, Hindustan Unilever
Ltd, Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC) and Bajaj Finance
faced erosion from their market
capitalisation (mcap). The
valuation of State Bank of India
jumped Rs 20,445.82 crore to

Rs 7,63,095.16 crore, the most
among the top-10 firms. The
mcap of HDFC Bank surged Rs
14,083.51 crore to Rs 15,28,387.09
crore. Infosys added Rs 9,887.17
crore, taking its valuation to

Rs 6,01,310.19 crore. Reliance
Industries retained the title of
the most valued firm, followed
by HDFC Bank, TCS, Bharti Airtel,
ICICI Bank, State Bank of India,
Infosys, Hindustan Unilever, LIC
and Bajaj Finance.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: Secu-
rity Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) is looking to review the
margin framework under mar-
gin trading funding (MTF) in a
bid to streamline risk manage-
ment at clearing corporations.

In its annual report for 2024-
25, SEBI said a "comprehen-
sive review exercise is being
undertaken with respect to the
currently applicable margining
framework."

Alongside this, a review of
MTF and the scrips eligible
under it is also under consid-
eration. Margin trading lets
investors buy shares even
if they do not have the full
amount. They can purchase
shares by paying only part of
the price, while the rest is cov-
ered through a margin deposit-
ed in cash or as shares kept as
collateral.

In addition to the review of
margin rules, SEBI is also con-
sidering changes to the regula-

India bets on mature
node chip making

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 17: In-
dia’s semiconductor dream is
beginning to take shape, with
the government and industry
focusing on mature-node man-
ufacturing instead of chasing
cutting-edge technology.

The country is aiming to
build capacity in the 28nm to
65nm range, which is widely
used in sectors like automo-
tive, telecom, and industrial
electronics.

According to a detailed anal-
ysis by Bastion Research, In-
dia’s approach is a smart move,
as it positions the country to fill
a critical gap in the global chip
supply chain.

While giants like TSMC and
Samsung dominate the ad-
vanced nodes of 5nm and 3nm,
India is building its strength
in the mature nodes that are
essential for high-demand in-
dustries.

The report compared India’s
current stage to Taiwan and
South Korea’s semiconductor
journey in the 1970s to 1990s.

The analysis further point-
ed out that India’s role in
system integration within the
semiconductor value chain is
evolving rapidly.

With a strong pool of talent
and growing ecosystem, In-
dia is excelling in integrating
semiconductor components
into advanced systems for in-
dustries such as automotive
electronics, consumer devices,
telecommunications, and med-
ical technologies.

The report noted that India
already delivers world-class in-
tegration services and is steadi-
ly scaling up operations to meet
global demand.

The global “China +1” strat-
egy is also working in India’s
favour. As companies diversify
their supply chains away from
China, India is increasingly
being seen as a reliable and
cost-effective partner.

This trend is expected to help
India capture a bigger share of
the global semiconductor mar-
ket.
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Government policies
must incentivise sustain-
able farming to support
India's smallholder farm-
ers, as they face intensi-
fying climate challenges
like erratic monsoons,
droughts, and floods

PETRA LAUX I CSO, SYNGENTA GROUP
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tory framework for angel funds.
The review will focus on fund-
raising processes, investment
conditions, and operational
aspects, with the objective of
facilitating ease of doing busi-
ness and streamlining regula-
tory requirements.

Angel funds play a pivotal
role in channelizing the capital
of angel investors to startups in
need of funding.
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the staff & their family members.

dignitaries Krishan Pal
Singh, Deputy Zonal
Head Bhubaneswar
Zone and Suman
Parida, Branch Head
Lochapada branch
were present. Ex staffs
of UCO bank and
other customers were
also present in this
programme.

Bhubaneswar: Central Bank of India, Regional Office Bhubaneswar
celebrated 79th Independence Day with patriotic pride and great
fervour, August 15, 2025. The national flag was hoisted by Pankaj
Kumar, Regional Head in presence of all Staff & their family members.
Kumar emphasised the significance of the day. Further, he urged

all staff members to contribute towards the economic growth. The
programme concluded with different cultural activities conducted by

UCO Bank inaugurates Lochapada branch

Bhubaneswar: UCO bank’s Lochapada branch inaugurated by Ashwani
kumar, 14th August 2025 in the presence of Goutam Patra, Chief General
Manager Business Development, and Convenor SLBC Odisha. Among other
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The board has further pro-
posed to review the classifi-
cation of REITs and InvITs as
hybrid instruments. This move
comes in response to represen-
tations from various stakehold-
ers, the presence of equity-like
features in these instruments,
the development of the market
ecosystem over the last decade,
and global practices.

A review of the regulatory

BIZ BUZZ

Central Bank of India celebrates
19th Independence Day |
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framework for mutual funds
is also on the cards, aimed at
ensuring that the regulations
remain effective, adaptable,
and aligned with the evolving
market landscape.

As part of this, SEBI is exam-
ining the restrictions presently
prescribed for asset manage-
ment companies (AMCs), after
receiving feedback from the
mutual funds industry, includ-
ing the AMFI. In line with these
efforts, SEBI intends to expand
the range of permissible invest-
ment strategies under Special-
ised Investment Funds (SIFs).

At present, SIF's allow asset
management companies to of-
fer a limited set of strategies
across equity, debt, and hybrid
categories.

Introduced to bridge the gap
between mutual funds and
portfolio management services
(PMS) in terms of portfolio flex-
ibility, the SIF framework re-
quires investors to commit at
least Rs 10 lakh across all SIF
strategies.

iPHONE 17 PRODUCTION BEGINS IN INDIA

Taiwanese electronics giant Foxconn's Bengaluru
factory, its second-largest manufacturing unit, has
commenced operation with production of iPhone 17
recently at a small scale, sources aware of the de-
velopment said. Foxconn is the largest manufacturer
of iPhones, and the second-biggest facility outside
China in Devanahalli near Bengaluru, being set up at
an investment of $2.8 billion (about Rs 25,000 crore)

Samsung’s Make in India move

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17:
Korean electronics major
Samsung has started produc-
tion of laptops in India at its
Greater Noida factory, sourc-
es aware of the development
said.

Samsung has been making
feature phones, smartphones,
wearables, and tablets at its
Greater Noida factory.

"Samsung has expanded
its manufacturing portfolio.
It has started manufacturing
laptops in India at its Great-
er Noida factory. It has plans
to start manufacturing more
devices in the country," a
source said.

Union electronics and IT
minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw, after a meeting with
Samsung Southwest Asia
President and CEO JB Park,
and Samsung Southwest Asia
Corporate Vice President SP
Chun, had said on Saturday
that "Samsung continues to
expand manufacturing of its
advanced technology devices

in Bharat, driven by talent
and innovation."

Samsung plant was one of
the first global electronics
manufacturing facilities set
up in India in 1996.

Earlier this year, Samsung
Electronics President and
Head of Mobile eXperience
(MX) Business TM Roh had
shared that the company has
started preparation for man-
ufacturing laptops in India.

Globally, Samsung has its
second largest mobile phone
manufacturing unit in India
and it is the second largest
exporter of the handsets from
the country after Apple.

While Samsung is the sec-
ond largest smartphone play-
er in India both in terms of
value and volume share as
per a Counterpoint Research
report, the company is yet to
make its mark in the laptop
segment.

Samsung is also the second
largest player in the tablet PC
segment with a share of 15 per
cent, according to the Cyber-
Media Research report.

FPIs dump I21,000cr in equities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: For-
eign investors offloaded Indian
equities worth nearly Rs 21,000
crore in the first half of August,
pressured by US-India trade
tensions, lacklustre first-quar-
ter corporate earnings, and a
weakening rupee.

With this, the total outflow
by Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIs) in equities reached the
Rs 1.16 lakh crore mark so far
in 2025, according to data with
the depositories.

The FPI activity will be influ-
enced by the action on the tariff
front ahead.

The recent easing of tensions
between US and Russia, cou-
pled with the absence of fresh
sanctions, suggests that the
proposed 25 per cent secondary
tariff India is unlikely to take
effect after August 27, a clear
positive for the market, Vagar-
javed Khan, CFA - Senior Fun-
damental Analyst, Angel One,
said. Also, S&P has upgraded In-
dia's credit rating from BBB- to
BBB, a move that could further
boost FPIs' sentiment, he added.

According to the depository’s
data, foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) withdrew a net sum of Rs
20,975 crore from equities this
month (till August 14).

This came after a net with-
drawal of Rs 17,741 crore in July.
Before that, FPIs invested Rs
38,673 crore in the preceding three
months from March to June.

"The sustained outflows are
being driven primarily by a
confluence of global uncer-
tainties. Heightened geopolit-
ical tensions and ambiguity
surrounding the interest rate
trajectory in developed econ-
omies, particularly the United
States, have contributed to a
risk-averse sentiment," Hi-
manshu Srivastava, Associate
Director - Manager Research,
Morningstar Investment Re-
search India, said.

Adding to this caution is
the recent strengthening of US
dollar, which tends to reduce

the relative attractiveness of
emerging market assets like
India's, he noted.

Additionally, tepid earnings
growth and elevated valuations
have contributed to the outflow,
VK Vijayakumar, Chief Invest-
ment Strategist, Geojit Invest-
ments, said.

On the sectoral front, sus-
tained selling in IT stocks
has pulled the IT index down.
However, banking and finan-
cials continue to be relatively
resilient due to fair valuations
and institutional buying.

On the other hand, FPIs in-
vested Rs 4,469 crore in the debt
general limit, and pumped Rs
232 crore into the debt volun-
tary retention route during the
period under review.

Gold prices may see consolidation next week

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 17: Gold
prices are likely to witness a
phase of consolidation in the
coming week as traders weigh
a mix of global economic in-
dicators, cues from central
banks and shifting geopolit-
ical dynamics, analysts said.

"In the week ahead the
focus will be on US hous-
ing data, CPI numbers from
the UK and the Euro zone
and the provisional data on
manufacturing/ services
PMI from across regions,"
Pranav Mer, Vice President,

EBG - Commodity & Curren-
cy Research, JM Financial
Services, said.

Pranav Mer noted that
safe-haven demand has eased
after Washington and Beijing
agreed to extend trade negoti-
ations for other 90-days.

Meanwhile, US-Russia
talks to end war in Ukraine
had some progress but ended
without any conclusion.

According to Mer, weaker
US macroeconomic data have
highlighted a slowdown in the
economic activity, but a firm
producer and import price
data have kept inflation con-

cerns alive, leaving Fed offi-
cials divided on the timing of
interest rate cuts.

Last week, the most trad-
ed gold futures for October
contract declined by Rs 1,648
per 10 grams or nearly 2 per
cent on Multi Commodity Ex-
change (MCX). Prathamesh
Mallya, DVP-Research, Non-
Agri Commodities and Cur-
rencies at Angel One, said gold
prices retreated last week as
futures on the MCX slipped
nearly 2 per cent.

He added that "prices de-
clined from highs of Rs 1,02,000
to lows of Rs 1,00,000 per 10

grams after US President Don-
ald Trump clarified that gold
imports into US would not face
tariffs, in turn threatening the
upside momentum of the pre-
cious metal".

Going forward, Mallya
added, developments from
US-Russia discussions will
be critical. "If not, the possi-
bility of increased tariffs on
India will dent the macros and
in turn lift gold prices in the
week ahead," he added.

Saturday, Comex gold fu-
tures for December contracts
ended lower at USD 3,382.60
per ounce in New York.

At the same time, optimism
surrounding a potential
ceasefire in Ukraine gained
traction, particularly after a
high-profile meeting between
US President Trump and his
Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin in Alaska.

Also, the extension of
US-China tariff truce sig-
nalled easing trade tensions
further capping demand for
gold as a safe-haven asset.
Overall, the near-term outlook
for gold will hinge on how in-
coming data and central bank
commentary shape market
sentiment, analysts said.

Digital rush: How UPI challenges Indian businesses

RACHNA MAHESHWARI,OP

Bhubaneswar, August 17:
Unified Payment Interface
(UPI) is gaining traction world-
wide, but behind the glory of
convenience, there is a hidden
harsh truth of UPI-led business-
es. Digital transformation has
transformed various lives from
bad to worse. Businesses have
seen huge negative impact.
Pratikhya Kanungo, Director
of Kalinga Packers Private Lim-
ited has said, “Cash has not re-
ally disappeared from markets.
People prefer cash over digital
payments and we are facing
challenges in running busi-
ness since deals are dependent
on UPI. Vendors are not used
to do business in cash credit
payments anymore.”

Adarsh Khandelwal, owner
of a prominent jewelry shop
has highlighted the difficulty of
doing business in UPI era. He
mentioned.”Our vendors are not
educated enough to understand
the digital payment cycle. Some-
times, we need cash, to order on
urgent basis, but we wait or de-
ny since there is no way out.”

Recently, in Karnataka, thou-
sands of small traders received
Goods and Service Tax (GST)
notices on cumulative UPI
transactions, often inflated by
micro-payments crossed statu-
tory limits. A vegetable seller
from Haveri, was in shock with
Rs 29 lakh GST demand as his
business annual sales barely
touched subsistence levels.
Post such incident many trad-
ers have changed the payment
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method “to cash only” fearing
automated tax triggers and ex-
pensive litigation.

However, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman clarified
that Central GST authorities
have not issued notices solely
based on UPI transactions, the
damage to trust remains. Trad-
ers still face state-level enforce-
ment. Additionally, the confu-

sion between exempt goods and
taxable turnover persists.

Revised rules restrictions
Although UPI transactions
for individuals are largely free,
but the recently revised rules
have changed the mindset of
small business owner because
there is a conversation around
introducing merchant fees,
known as Merchant Discount
Rate (MDR). This news has re-
stricted small shopkeepers to
do business especially in com-
petitive sectors like groceries,
street food, and small services.
There are some larger pay-
ment gateways have already
introduced charges for certain
categories or high-volume busi-
ness accounts, it clearly shows
that there will be no such “free-

bees” on payment gateways.

Rising dependency and expense

UPI needs infrastructure;
internet, electricity and mobile
phone are the basic need for the
usage of digital payment gate-
ways. There are places where
people haven’t seen electrici-
ty, but to run a business they
need wi-fi and mobile phone.
Network dropouts and slow
speeds remain common in
India. Businesses depending
solely on UPI face awkward
moments and sometime leads
to payment failure.

Privacy concerns

Every UPI transaction con-
tributes to a detailed financial
footprint. Small traders fear
that full financial visibility may

invite not only tax scrutiny but
also targeted lending offers.

Conclusion

UPI has been transforma-
tive, but its rapid penetration
has outpaced the preparedness
of India’s smallest businesses.
Recent case of GST demand is
a prime example of poor execu-
tion of digital adoption.

The promise of UPI can only
be fulfilled if the government
and fintech ecosystem address
these anxieties otherwise, it
could end up alienating the
very people it sought to in-
clude. Current scenarios clear-
ly point out that the cash has
moved up to the rich while the
lower and middle class are the
ones left to carry the burden of
digital India.
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Bayern reign supreme

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Berlin, August 17: Luis Diaz
scored and won a title on his
Bayern Munich debut after a
2-1 win over Stuttgart in the
German Supercup.

Harry Kane also scored for
the Bundesliga champion to
win the least important trophy
of the season, opening the scor-
ing in the 18th minute when the
ball dropped kindly for him to
shoot inside the left post.

“To start with a trophy is
the most important thing,”
Kane said after winning just
his second career team title.
The Bundesliga in May was
his first.

Bayern dominated the early
stages but Stuttgart fought back
with Nick Woltemade draw-
ing a good save from Manuel
Neuer.

Woltemade was and possibly
still is a summer transfer target
for Bayern. The clubs have so
far been unable to agree on a fee
despite the player's openness to
the move.

“The file is closed,” Stuttgart
chief executive Alexander Weh-
rle said before the game.

Diaz joined Bayern from Liv-
erpool last month and remains
the club's biggest deal of the
offseason.

Neuer produced an outstand-
ing reflex save to deny Jamie
Leweling two minutes before
Diaz scored in the 77th when
Leweling was receiving off-field
treatment after clashing knees
with Bayern's Sacha Boey.

“Undoubtedly painful, but
still, and perhaps unpopular,
but he needs to feel the pain
on the field and not two meters
away from it,” Stuttgart coach
Sebastian Hoenef} said.

Leweling recovered and
headed Stuttgart's answer in
stoppage time.

——

It's the fourth year that Ger-
man soccer officials have staged
what was the traditional cur-
tain-raiser for the season on
the same weekend as the first
round of the German Cup, forc-
ing the participants to postpone
their cup games.

Stuttgart starts its title de-
fense at Eintracht Braunsch-
weig August 26 with Bayern
playing third-division side
Wehen Wiesbaden the follow-
ing day.

German Cup games
Wolfsburg routed fifth-tier

Alcaraz to face defending
champion Sinner for title

World number one
Jannik Sinner and
hotrival Carlos
Alcaraz will face off
in a major final for
the fourth time this
season at the
ATP-WTA
Cincinnati Open

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Washington, August 17:
World number one Jannik
Sinner and hot rival Carlos
Alcaraz will face off in a ma-
jor final for the fourth time
this season after both booked
straight-set wins into the title
match at the ATP-WTA Cincin-
nati Open Saturday.

Defending champion Sin-
ner ruthlessly subdued 136th-
ranked qualifier Terence At-
mane 7-6 (7/4), 6-2 while Span-
ish second seed Alcaraz defeat-
ed an ailing Alexander Zverev,
who was suffering badly from
the 32 Celsius heat and humid-
ity, by 6-4, 6-3.

Alcaraz and Sinner have
played for trophies this season
in Rome, Roland Garros and
Wimbledon, with the Italian
winning their most recent
at the All England Club last

Chimaev UFC dominance sends stark

month.Sinner, celebrating his
24th birthday, ended French-
man Atmane's dream run and
will now try to become the
first man since Roger Federer
in 2014-15 to win back-to-back
titles in Cincinnati.

Sinner, tuning up for the US
Open in his first tournament
since winning Wimbledon,
hasn't dropped a set en route to
the final. "It's a very, very tough
challenge every time you play
anew opponent," Sinner said.
"In the later stages of the tour-
nament,the pressure is on, they
deserve to be there."

Alcaraz will also be playing in
his second Cincy final after los-
ing to Novak Djokovic in 2023.

The Spaniard increased his
ATP season match win lead to
53 in a year of five titles.

Alcaraz said he is keen to
try and take his Wimbledon
revenge on Sinner in the un-
orthodox Monday final.

Relentless Chimaev beats du Plessis
to win UFC middleweight title

REUTERS

Chicago, August 17: Khamzat
Chimaev's total dominance of
Dricus du Plessis to win the
UFC middleweight title in Chi-
cago Saturday was reflected in
some jaw-dropping statistics
that paint a stark picture of
the challenge faced by any chal-
lenger hoping to dethrone him.

Apart from the last couple of
minutes of the final round, the
Chechen-born Chimaev, who
began training in MMA while
living in Sweden before moving
to Abu Dhabi and fighting un-

der the flag of the United Arab
Emirates, utterly smothered
his South African opponent.

Despite being the champion,
Du Plessis came into the fight
as the betting underdog and it
quickly became apparent why.
Having built his career on
his suffocating wrestling, the
31-year-old Chimaev immedi-
ately took the champion down
and the punishment began.

In all, Chimaev fired off a
whopping 567 strikes over
the course of five five-minute
rounds, landing a stunning 529
of them. Du Plessis managed a

- bl = .

SV Hemelingen 9-0 in the first
round of the German Cup, and
other Bundesliga teams also
enjoyed big wins over low-
er-league opposition.
Two-time champion Leipzig
twice came from behind to
beat fourth-tier SV Sandhau-
sen 4-2 with new signings
Ezechiel Banzuzi and Yan Di-
omande scoring.
Heidenheim won at 10-man
fourth-tier Bahlinger SC 5-0,
Hoffenheim won at third-di-
vision Hansa Rostock 4-0, and
Freiburg won at fourth-tier
club Sportfreunde Lotte 2-0.

LUIS DiAZ SCORES FOR BAYERN MUNICH TO WIN GERMAN SUPERCUP ON HIS DEBUT

Hamburger SV, which
clinched its return to the
Bundesliga last season, sur-
vived a scare at fifth-tier
Pirmasens, equalizing late
to send the match to extra
time, where Ransford-Yeboah
Konigsdorffer headed the win-
ner for 2-1.

Konigsdorffer was playing
for Hamburg only because a
proposed early August move
to Nice broke down after
his medical check with the
French team.

Bochum also needed a late
goal to level before prevail-

ing at nine-man Dynamo
Berlin 3-1.

St Pauli needed penalties to
get past fourth-tier Hamburg
rival Eintracht Norderstedt,
while fourth-tier Bavarian
team FV Illertissen upset
Miroslav Klose's Nuremberg
by winning 6-5 on penalties af-
ter their game ended 3-3 with
extra time.

Also, second-division side
Darmstadt won at fourth-tier
Libeck 2-1, and third-divi-
sion Energie Cottbus won 1-0
to upset Hannover, which is
playing in the division above.

KOLKATA DERBY

SPORTS P12

Pak drop bombshell;
Babar, Rizwan axed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lahore, August 17: Pakistan
Sunday left out seasoned batters
Babar Azam and Mohammed
Rizwan while announcing their
17-member squad for Asia Cup
and the preceding tri-series in
the UAE later this month.

Babar and Rizwan, who
helped Pakistan to their first-ev-
er win over India in an ICC tour-
nament in the 2021 T20 World
Cup in the UAE, have been away
from the format for a while.

Both Babar and Rizwan
made their last appearance in
the shortest formats in Decem-
ber 2024.

In the lead-up to the Asia Cup
which will be played in T20 for-
mat in the UAE from September
9, the Salman Ali Agha-led side
will play a tri-series against Af-
ghanistan and the hosts UAE
at Sharjah from August 29 to
September 7.

Pakistan head coach Mike
Hesson said Babar has been
asked to improve certain as-
pects of his game.

"I think it's really harsh to
challenge a player on their
form on three games. Babar
played nicely in the first ODI
but missed out on the next
two," Hesson told reporters
durign a media interaction.
"There's no doubt Babar's been

East Bengal knock out Mohun Bagan

Massive brawl hogs
limelight as EBFC
beat MBSG to enter
semis against
Diamond Harbour in
Durand Cup

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, August 17: A re-
vamped East Bengal, inspired
by Greek striker and substitute
Dimitrios Diamantakos' double
strike, stunned archrivals Mo-
hun Bagan 2-1 in a fiery Kolkata
Derby to storm into the semifi-
nals of the 134th IndianOil Du-
rand Cup here Sunday.
Diamantakos, brought on as
an 18th-minute substitute after
Moroccan forward Hamid Aha-
dad limped off injured, turned
out to be the gamechanger.
The 32-year-old first convert-
ed from the penalty spot in the
38th minute before doubling
East Bengal's lead seven min-
utes into the second half with
a sharp finish that left the ISL
champions' defence flat-footed.
Though Anirudh Thapa
pulled one back with a stun-
ning long-range strike in the
68th minute, East Bengal's
resolute backline, held firm to
script their first top-level Derby

mere 68, and landed only 45.
Nothing the challenger did

was either unexpected or fan-

cy. He took the fight to the mat

win over Mohun Bagan in more
than 18 months.

With the victory, East Bengal
set up a blockbuster semifinal
clash against fellow Kolkata
side Diamond Harbour FC here
on August 20.

The debutants Diamond
Harbour FC earlier shocked
ISL outfit Jamshedpur FC 2-0
in Jamshedpur.

For 16 times champions East
Bengal, this was not just about
progression in the Durand Cup

with a double-leg takedown and
then advanced to a crucifix po-
sition, trapping the right arm of
Du Plessis with his legs and ly-

but also about ending a painful
run against their bitter rivals.
Since their 3-1 win in the Super
Cup January 19, 2024, they had
lost four straight top-level der-
bies to Mohun Bagan.

At the ISL level, Mohun Ba-
gan still remain unbeaten in 10
meetings (nine wins, one draw),
but this Durand Cup triumph
-- their first over Bagan since
the CFL developmental league
encounter -- was a revenge for
the 2023 Durand Cup final de-

warning

ing across his opponent's torso
to control his other arm.

That left Du Plessis almost
defenceless as Chimaev fired
short left hands at his head,
knowing that one wrong move
by the man on the bottom while
trying to escape could put him
in a worse position, or even see
him knocked out.

To his great credit Du Ples-
sis, who is also 31, never quit
but by the end of the third
round he was so far behind on
the scorecards that he needed a
finish. He somehow found the
energy to go on the offensive
in the final two minutes of the
fight, but to no avail.

Incredibly for such a one-sid-
ed fight, the toughness of Du
Plessis managed to keep the

For 16 times
champions East
Bengal, this was
not just about
progression in the
Durand Cup but
also about ending a
painful run against
their bitter rivals

feat, where they lost 0-1.

The game lived up to its bill-
ing with full-blooded challeng-
es, refereeing controversies and
end-to-end action in front of a
packed Salt Lake Stadium.

The drama began in the
26th minute when East Bengal
thought they had scored from
a quickly-taken free-kick, only
for referee R Venkatesh to call
it back.

Minutes later, Diamantakos
had the ball in the net but was
flagged offside. Soon after, ap-
peals for a penalty when Ed-
mund Lalrindika was brought
down were waved away.

In the semifinal, defending
champions Northeast United
FC will face Shillong Lajong FC
in Shillong Tuesday, while East
Bengal will meet Diamond Har-
bour FC in Kolkata Wednesday.

to rivals

fans in attendance at the Unit-
ed Center on the edge of their
seats, despite knowing that
Chimaev was on his way to a
one-sided unanimous decision
victory.

The UFC had a number of
middleweight contenders sit-
ting cage-side, and their only
consolation as they watched the
brutal beat-down of Du Plessis
and Chimaev's coronation
might have been that he didn't
manage to finish the fight ear-
ly with a violent knockout or
submission.

If that is indeed his only flaw,
none of them will be heading to
the gym Monday morning and
relishing the prospect of facing
the new champion and chal-
lenging him for the belt.

asked to improve in some areas
around taking on spin and in
terms of his strike rate. Those
are things he's working really
hard on."

"A player like Babar has an
opportunity to play in the BBL
and show he's improving in
those areas in T20s. He's too
good a player not to consider."

The squad features senior fast
bowler Shaheen Shah Afridi,
Mohammed Wasim and left-arm
bowler Salman Mirza.

Hesson said the players in the
current squad, which recently
lost an away ODI series to West
Indies after losing to Bangla-
desh in an away T20I series in
July, have been doing well.

Pakistan are placed along
with arch-rivals India in Group
A, also featuring the UAE and
Oman, in the eight-team Asia
Cup tournament which will
conclude September 28.

Pakistan squad:

Salman Ali Agha (c), Abrar
Ahmed, Faheem Ashraf, Fakhar
Zaman, Haris Rauf, Hasan Ali,
Hasan Nawaz, Hussain Talat,
Khushdil Shah, Mohammad
Haris (wk), Mohammad Nawaz,
Mohammad Waseem Jnr,
Sahibzada Farhan, Saim Ayub,
Salman Mirza, Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Sufyan Moqim.

Odisha begin junior
hockey nat’l with win

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jalandhar, August 17: Odis-
ha, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and
Haryana secured victories in
division A of the junior men's
national hockey championship
while Chandigarh and Delhi
earned promotion to division
A, here Sunday.

In the first division A fixture
of the day, Odisha came back
from a goal deficit to edge past
Karnataka 2-1.

Nitesh Sharma (37') scored
the opening goal for Karna-
taka but Ritik Lakra (50') and
Aryan Xess (51') scored in the
final quarter to help Odisha
bag three points in their first
match of the tournament.

i)

Haryana registered a domi-
nant 5-0 victory over Manipur
in Pool C. Sunil (15", Chirag
(27, Navraj Singh (50'), Ra-
hul (56') and Ansh Kamboj
(59") were the goalscorers for
Haryana.

Uttar Pradesh blanked
Jharkhand 2-0 in Pool B. Ujjw-
al Pal (26') scored from a penal-
ty corner in the second quarter
followed by a field goal from
Satyam Pandey (32') in the
third quarter to seal the win
for UP.

Punjab enjoyed a 3-2 win
over Madhya Pradesh in Pool
A. Om Rajnesh Saini (3"), Love-
noor Singh (14') and Japnit
Singh (41') scored goals for
Punjab. Mohd Anas (19') and
Sohil Ali (39') scored the two
goals for MP.

Chandigarh and Delhi won
in Pool A and Pool B respec-
tively to earn promotion to
division 'A' for the next year.

Himachal and Assam were
relegated to division C.
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